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A Paper Bound Edition will be published, as soon as we
receive pledges for 5000 copies, at 35 cents per copy. Send
no money for these now; merely say how many you desire,
if published.

* * * *

A perfect deluge of letters and orders followed the an-
nouncement in our last issue, that DAwN VoL, II. in cloth bind-
ing was ready for mailing. Such an evidence of interest is
very refreshing and encouraging to us; for though we labor
not for visible results, but for the Master’s approval, whether
men will hear or whether they will forbear, yet none are so
strong that fruit of labor will not serve to still further
strengthen them. All have need to remember, however, that
their efforts accomplish more than appears on the surface, and
to remember well the apostle’s words, that “Our labor is
not in vain in the Lord,” lest we should become weary or
faint in our minds. Seeds of truth like natural seeds germin-
ate out of our sight. It is only when the sprouts and fruit-
age appear, that we can appreciate, “what God hath wrought”
by our feeble efforts.

The additional office work connected with Vor. II., cou-
pled with the fact that many of you would be busy reading
1t, and the lateness of the December ToOWER, led us to make
but one issue for January and February. It will count, how-
ever, as only one number. As twelve papers constitute a year’s
subscription, this change will be of no financial loss to any one.

We bespeak for VoL. II. very careful study. Some have
written us, that they have read Vor. I., three and four, and
some even eight and ten times, with increasing interest and
profit. We assure such, that in our opinion Vor. II. will re-
quire no less study.

The knowledge that cternal torment is not the wages of
sin, and that because of Christ’s sacrifice all men must sooner
or later come to a full knowledge of the truth and a full
opportunity of everlasting life, may have tended to decrease
the zeal of some in the great present work of preaching the
gospel—especially where they have met with great opposition,
before they had caught the spirit of the plan of the ages,
or seen that present cpposition is permitted to test, develop ana
discipline us, to prove our love and faithfulness to the
truth. Relieved from the false strain of error and from
unholy sectarian zeal and rivalry, some sink into a spiritual
lethargy and may readily become swallowed up in the mael-
strom of business, ete.,, with the majority, and lose the very
spirit of the truth which set them free. God has provided
“meat in due season” to give needed strength to his saints, to
enable them to withstand this tendency of the present day rush
and ambition, in the knowledge he provides of the hour in
which we are living. The evidences which God gives us of
the time in connection with the plan, tend to redouble our zeal

in his service, showing us clearly that the time is short, in
which we may make our calling and election sure, by faith-
fulness to the light given us. In a word, the realization,
that the Time is at Hand—that we are even now in the
“harvest” of the Gospel age, will not only quicken to double
service, but also diminish the burden. As we realize that
we are now in the eleventh hour, and that soon the rewards
will be given, we may cheerfully lift up our heads and rejoice,
knowing that our redemption draweth night. The day is
probably not far distant, when opposition to the truth will
be so intense, that the trial will be too great to be with-
stood by any not strengthened by a clear understanding of the
times and seasons of God’s Word. Be assured, that no part
of the Scriptures were prepared for us in vain. Give this
subject, then, not only careful reading, but more—careful
study.

One brother wrote that he staid up all the first night after
the arrival of Vor. II. and read it through. This, as an evi-
dence of interest, is excellent; but it is not the best way. A
more excellent way would have been to read one chapter care-
fully and eritically. Cramming is as unprofitable with spirit-
ual as with natural food. To obtain the greatest nutriment
and richest flavors from either kind of meat requires careful
and thorough mastication.

Many have written expressing the hope that Vor. II. will
be published in the cheaper, paper, binding.

These expressions, seem to indicate that the cheaper edi-
tion will become a fact. We strongly advise and urge, how-
ever that Volume I. be considered the hook for all new read-
ers; and that Vol. II. be loaned and sold only to those who
have read Vol. I. carefully. No one is really ready to know
the time of the fulfillment of God’s plans, hut the consecrated:
and they not until they first see clearly, what is to be fulfilled
—in the plan.

Vor. II1., the title of which will be “Thy Kingdom Come,”
is in course of preparation, as we have opportunity. You
will need to have a clear understanding of Vol. IT.. before
you will be ready for the next, which will be a continuation of
the same subject. Therefore give diligence to make its argu-
ments and proofs yowr own, by tracing every statement to its
source—God’s Word.

THE POWER BEHIND

“I girded thee though thou hast not known me”” (Tsa.
45:5.) A little boy sat in front of his father. and held the
reins which controlled a restive horse. Unknown to the boy.
the reins passed around him and were also in his father's
hands. He saw occasion to pull them. With artless simplicity
the child looked around, saying, “Father, I thought I was
driving; but I am not am I?” Thus it is often with men
who think they are shaping a destiny which a higher hand
than theirs is really shaping. They do their own will. but
thev also do the work of God. A stronger hand guides them:
a mightier power holds the helm of their vessel and saves
from rock and wreck. Happy are they who quictly yield to
the guidance of an Almighty hand.—~&¢l.
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VIEW FROM THE TOWER

THE CAUSE IN AFRICA

The following information on Missions is furnished by the
Church Missionary Intelligencer:—

“Forty additional missionaries bound for Eastern Equator-
ial Africa received their final dismissal jn the Cathedral of
Algiers, Africa. Cardinal Lavigene presided in person, and,
after the usual addresses, each missionary knelt down at
his Eminence’s feet, and received the kiss of peace and
episcopal benediction. After this the missionaries took their
position in front of the altar, and stood in a row. The
Cardinal, the bishops present, and all the clergy and seminary
students then knelt down and humbly kissed the feet of each
missionary, in memory of the passage of the Scriptures, ‘How
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good tidings.””
[A miserable exegesis.—EDITOR.]

“Some ardent Protestants may see in all this nothing but
opposition to Protestant missions, and a determination ‘to
ficht 2 hand-to-hand. battle with Protestant missionaries of
all denominations.’” But we think there need be no appre-
hensions of this sort, because even if there were any likeli-
hood of an ecclesiastical fight between these good people,
Bishop Taylor, the Methodist, is already on the ground with
a large band of missionaries, and expects to establish a line of
missions in the opposite direction, from the western to eastern
coast, across the continent.

“Fortunately, as it would appear, there can be no such
hand-to-hand battle with any of our Protestant missionaries,
for Cardinal Lavigene informed the writer in the Intelligencer,
as far back as 1882, that his orders were that no Roman
Catholic establishment was to be fixed within sixty kilometers
of a Protestant one, and it seems that, up to this moment, this
rule is still enforced.”

Thus we see, that Protestants and Roman Catholics are
recognizing each other in a practical manner; each thus
recognizing the other as a good and proper teacher of religion;
and each leaves the other in quiet possession of whatever part
of the field it may enter upon first. How evident it is, that
Protestants have lost sight of those doctrines, to which the
“unchangeable” church was once so opposed, that she an-
athematized as heretics all such and burned many of them
at the stake. She now calls these “separated brethren”—no
longer separated much in doctrine, but chiefly now in name
and forms. She waits to welcome them back to her communion
well pleased to hear some of their representative ministers
declaring, “Every doctrine which we hold dear we received from
Rome, our Mother.”

But now note the difference: While all denominations
can and do respect each other’s views, what is their attitude
toward the free, unsectarian teachings of God’s Word as
presented in Zion’s Watch Tower publications, without fear
or favor except toward God? As the apostle foretold (2
Tim. 4:3), They cannot endure sound doctrine; though they
are willing to make any sort of combination and union to
oppose the truth. An illustration of this is furnished by
recent reports from Liberia, on the West Coast of Africa,~—
the very land in which Protestants and Catholics, we are
told ahove, so harmoniously co-operate.

It is now about two years since Brother Seaton, under
the Lord’s providence, by some means unknown to us, receiving
some of the Watch Tower publications, was led out of sectarian

darkness into the Bible light. Too noble to attempt to preach
covertly the Bible doctrines, while under pay to preach for
an “ism,” the doctrines of men, and anxious for the spread
of the “good tidings of great joy,” as well as for the great
reward in heaven for those who suffer in its service, Bro.
Seaton boldly renounced his pulpit, salary, etc., and explaining
his reasons to his flock began to teach and preach the Bible
only. As a result of his labors quite a number—natives and
foreigners—received the truth and are rejoicing in it.

The interest may be judged from the fact that upward of
two hundred copies of DAWN VoL. I. and thousands of copies of
the Arp Tract have gone to two of these mission stations,
and we now have over fifty regular subscribers to the Waich
Tower there,

As might be expected the Episcopal bishop there, Bt. Fer-
guson, was highly incensed against the Bible teacher and teach-
ings which led men more directly to the fountain of truth—the
Bible—and consequently exposed some of the absurdities,
pretensions and false doctrines of sectarians. Forthwith the
bishop formed a union of all the denominations represented
there—Episcopalians, Methodists and Baptists,—to withstand
the unsectarian Bible Teachings of Bro. Seaton and the
TowWER.

A meeting was held in the Baptist church, in which
ministers and officers of five churches (three Episcopalian, one
Baptist and one Methodist) were present to the number of
forty-four. Here resolutions were passed unanimously, by men
who probably had never read Millennial Dawn, denouncing it
and the Watch Tower and the Arp Tracts, as the doctrines
of Satan; and requesting the prayers of all Christians that
the Lord would deliver them from their false teachings. A
four-page tract embodying these resolutions and warnings,
and bearing the signatures of the aforesaid forty-four min-
isters and officers was printed and scattered; a copy of
which is before us.

Truly, it is wonderful, how Satan does blindfold some of
the Lord’s children; for we have no doubt, that some of
these are the Lord’s, and that if prejudice could be removed
long enough for them to get a glimpse of the questions really
involved, some would gladly receive the truth. This union
of all the sects against the truth reminds one of the union of
the Pharisees, Saducees, etc., against the truth in the early
church. It reminds us too of the prophet’s words, “Why do
the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing. The
mighty ones of the earth and the rulers set themselves in op-
position to the Lord and his anointed.”

Peter said to the Jews, who had erucified the Lord, “T
wot that in ignorance ye did it, as did also your rulers;” and
our Lord declared of the same, “They know not what they
do.” So ignorance, blindness, is still the real cause of most
of the opposition to the truth. The time will come when
those who now despitefully use and persecute the truth, and its
advocates, will be brought to a knowledge of the truth, and
be ashamed. Thank God there is forgiveness for such ignorant
opposition to his Word. Ere long the mornlight of the
grand new day will enable all to discern truth from error.
Bro. Seaton’s last letter tells that already prejudice is giving
way to some extent. The church there requests your
prayers and sympathy.

ORIGIN OF SUPERSTITION

Archibshop Trench calls words, “the indestructible ves-
ture of thought.”

The original thought may have hecome corrupt, obscured,
or obsolete; hut the word remains “indestructible,” and by
it we may recover the thought. Superstition is such a word.
Tt originallv mcant something standing over or above—some-
thing that remains or has taken the place of something else.
It is, therefore, akin to supersede and superimposed. So the
tree stands over or ahove the root of which it has grown;
so other suhsequent cities have stood over and buried out of
sight the genuine Homeric Troy. But as the something to
which the word refers is always false or delusive in dis-
tinction from the true, so, (we may say) does the fungus
“stand over” the fallen and decayed tree in whose sub-
stance it is rooted. Nature and the world, like wheat and the
corn field as well as religion, are full of such false parasitic
outgrowths, hred from the decay of higher organisms which
only exist in lower and degraded forms—superstition.

The word superstition, thus gives us an important thought,
of which it is the “indestructible vesture.” Something pre-
vious, and in a purer and hetter form, was hefore supersti-
tion. What was it? A comparative history of the oldest
religions, such as those of Egypt and Persia and India and

(1-2)

China, surprises us with many likenesses to the Bible faith.
Trench has beautifully illustrated this idea in his Hulsean
lectures, “The Unconscious Prophecies of Heathendom,” under
such headings as these: “The Vanquisher of Hades,” “The
Son of God,” “The Perfect Sacrifice,” “The Redeemer From
Sin,” ete. These things were in the oldest religions, antici-
pations of the true and obscured by myth and superstition;
but how did they get there? The idea of a suffering God
was not unfamiliar to the Eastern mythologies—one who,
like the Egyptian Osiris, also descended into Hades and there
judged the dead righteously. And in their worship these
religions were all originally monotheistic. The inference is, of
course, the one suggested by the word superstition. It is an
independent peep into the Eastern world, far up under the
dawn. Outside the Jewish nation and uninfluenced by it, be-
fore Abraham’s day, before the evolution of superstition, there
was among the scattered nations a purer religion, and one
received, apparently, from the same general reservoir of truth.
Nor, if Moses was inspired to record for us the true his-
tory, need this surprise us. And Christ must in some way be
got rid of, before the skeptics can get rid of “Moses and the
prophets.” According to the Mosaic chronology Abraham was
fifty-eight years old when Noah died; he lived to be one hun-
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dred and seventy-five and even then died thirty-five years be-
fore Shem! Up to that time these two patriarchs of the flood
were living somewhere among those Eastern nations. They
are not mentioned, nor any of the nations execpt Egypt, be-
cause they no longer touched the onward historic stream. But,
at the dispersion of Babel, some two hundred years before
Abraham’s birth, these two must have gone with some of the
descendants, carrying with them, as they had already made
known, the true religion, and something of the earlier civiliza-
tion.

This fact of an earlier religion, however soon and widely it
may have become corrupted, explains some things which the
brevity of Scripture has left obscure. When Abraham, him-
self a monotheist from the Euphrates in the East, was in the
vale of the Jordon in the far West, there came to him and
blest him, Melchizedec, “Priest of the Most High God;” whilst
not far off there was Abimelech and his people, with whom
still dwelt “the fear of the Lord.” This in Canaan itself, and
in the very neighborhood of Sodom! But from beyond that
same distant Euphrates, 470 years later than Abraham’s time,
came Balaam to confront Moses and Israel; a man who wor-
shipped the same God with Moses, and by the same name: “I
cannot go beyond the word Jehovah, my God;” the man
who, when the king of Moab, in his terrible extremity, pro-
posed to “sacrifice his first born,” uttered those sublime words,
recorded only by Micah: “Jehovah hath showed thee, O man,
what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God!” “Hath showed thee”—where, how, in what early
record known to both Balaam and the king as the word of
the “Lord?’ Moreover, of this Balaam from the far Eu-
phrates it is said, that he “knew the knowledge of the Most
High”—the very word used for God by Abraham and Melchiz-
edec in the valley of the Jordan. Except once in Deuteron-
omy, we do not meet it again till the history gets back to
the Euphrates, to Daniel, to the Chaldeans, to Nebuchadnezzar
the Assyrian, and to Cyrus the Persian. They all use it, as
evidently the earliest and the descended term for the one God.
It brought Cyrus, as belonging to a common monotheistic wor-
ship, into sympathy with the Jews. It is known today among
the mountains of Thibet; and in the form of Shang-Ti, is
the one missionaries in China have adopted to express the
idea of God.

This word (in its different forms), Most High, the Highest,
the Lord God of Heaven, is, indeed, itself pregnant with
thought. It indicates a process of thought and a conviction
in the earliest men as they looked up to heaven; a conviction
of a One God who was above all in power and glory, and to
be worshipped. It was a source of conviction independent of
any other source of knowledge, as for instance, Noah and
Shem; and how strongly it impressed them is crystalized in
the word they used and handed down to indicate God. David
felt precisely the same when he exclaimed: ‘“The heavens de-
clare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his handi-
work.” And this has an intimate bearing upon some pres-
ent discussions about the heathen. Paul declared them
“without excuse.” Why, upon what ground? Upon the
ground that “the invisible things of him from the creation of
the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
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that are made.” Their lapses into idolatry and superstition,
with the consequences, were purely willful—they “did not
like to retain God in their knowledge.” Up the stream of
universal history there was that knowledge, “clearly” to be
derived, in all ages, from the same overspreading testimony,
the heavens. The power of that testimony and its effect upon
the earlier men, lives in many languages, in that “in-
destructible” word, the Most High God.”—A4. G. Vermilye.

REMARKS BY THE EDITOR

The above observations are valuable, considered in connec-
tion with Paul’s inspired account of how ignorance and su-
perstition came to be so wide-spread throughout the world,
as detailed in Romans 1:18 to 3:23. Deplorable and dense
as the ignorance and superstition of the world is, it is well
that all should, see that it is not the fault of God, that it
is not because God made men degraded and vile. It is nec-
esgary that this be fully recognized as an offset to the grow-
ing idea that God did a very imperfect work in the creation
of man, and that present progress from darkness and su-
perstition, to light and reason and civilization, is merely
human development—evolution.

Be it noted, that the Scriptures everywhere give one har-
monious account of the origin and cause of evil and ignor-
ance in the world, and show that God is not guilty; they tell
that “God hath made men upright but they have sought out
many inventions” (Eccl. 7:29); and that it was when and
because man was not desirous of retaining a knowledge of
God in his heart that God gave them over to a reprobate
mind. (Rom. 1:28.) Thus sin, which entered at Eden
(Rom. 5:12), manifested its tendency to be continually down-
ward, except as God introduced “the salt of the earth” (those
exercised by his truth—led of his spirit) whose influence has
been to keep the social mass from utter corruption. Thank
God for the blessed assurances of his Word, that though the
world has been thus left largely to its own course, that
both angels and men may see the real tendencies of sin, yet,
that when this severe lesson has been well illustrated and
deeply impressed, then He will through his anointed ones,
Christ Jesus and his Bride the overcoming church, arrest the
sway of ignorance, and sin, and superstition, and cause the
knowledge of the Lord and his perfect plans to fill the earth.
Thank God that his promised kingdom (the glorified church
“a royal priesthood”—rulers and teachers) shall re-establish
righteousness and give to the billions of earth (who, as
inheritors of sin and weakness, have never known or been
able to appreciate righteousness, purity, and their attendant
joys), an opportunity to taste and see that the Lord is
gracious and that wisdom’s righteous ways are ways of
pleasantness, and all her paths are peace.

When thus the right is known, and its results appreciated,
all will be permitted to choose good or evil, right or wrong.
righteousness or sin, obedience or disobedience to God; and
according to their choice, they shall receive their final and
lasting reward; according as it is written, “The wages of
sin is death [extinction, the withdrawal of all life], but the
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ,” to as many
as truly accept of him as their Lord and Master.

ALL THINGS NEW

[Reprint of poem in issue of September, 1888, which please see.]

THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS

“We know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now, .
creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God.”

. . for the carnest expectation of the
“And the Desire of all na-

tions shall come.”—Rom. 8-19, 22; Hag. 2:7.

Thus the apostle and the prophet refer to the woes of
earth and the great remedy which God has provided, and
which is soon to be applied. None, experienced in life or
acquainted with history, will dispute the correctness of the
apostle’s statement. And the declaration of the prophet, that
God will eventually establish a reign of righteousness in the
earth which, when realized, will indeed be the desire of all
nations, is borne out by the testimony of every prophet and
apostle (Acts 3:19-21), and cannot, therefore, be disputed by
any who acknowledge the inspiration of the Bible.

The cause of all creation’s groaning and pain is sIn;
for all the moral as well as the physical degradation which
directly or indirectly causes the pain and groaning of hu-
manity, is part of the wages of sin. Humanity is thus under
a blight and suffers both individually and as a whole. Tts

own imperfect and often unjust governments, as well as its
aches and pains of body and mind. are the natural conse-
quences of its imperfect, fallen condition. And though men
can do something toward general improvement, their efforts
are at best, but feeble and spasmodic; they are utterly in-
capable of releasing themselves from their difficnlties. Their
varying success, but on the whole futile efforts for the past
six thousand years, prove this conclusively.

They have mever yet, in all the centuries they have had
for experiment, succeeded in establishing a perfect govern-
ment; nor have they silenced the groans and wiped away
the tears of the race, or lifted it up physically. or mentally.
or morally, to the image of God in which they were created.
as represented in Adam. Diseases of every description still
prey upon them physically. There are still burning fevers,
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wasting ulcers, frightful cancers, loathsome skin and poison-
ous blood diseases; and there are sightless eyes, deaf ears,
dumb tongues, broken backs and limbs, and other physical
disorders and deformities. Mentally, their condition is still
worse: some are crazed; others are partially so; and in all the
race not one is perfectly balanced. Morally, their condition
is no less deplorable; selfishness, and greed, and pride, and
love of display, and hatred, and malice, and evil speaking,
and deceit, and envy, and contention, and war, and blood-
shed, wring agonizing groans from the lips of millions; and
desolate widows, and helpless orphans, and broken-hearted
mothers, and grief-stricken fathers, and disappointed friends
still weep over the graves of buried hopes and fond ambitions.

Truly, it is a groaning creation still; and yet, as the
apostle suggests, they are not hopeless; they are waiting for
something, they know not exactly what—a panacea for sick-
ness and pain and sorrow and death, and a just and right-
eous government, which will lift up the poorest and meanest
from the mire of ignorance and squalor, to comfort and hap-
piness and a share of life’s luxuries, They are loocking forward
to “a good time coming,” “a golden age,” of which even heathen
poets and philosophers have dreamed in glowing terms. And
some, catching a strain from the divine inspiration, though
unconscious of how it will be brought about, sing of a blessed
millenninm—

“When man to man united,
And every wrong thing righted,
The whole world shall be lighted,
As Eden was of old.”

But what heathen poets and philosophers, and all man-
kind have longed and vaguely hoped for,—but have proved
themselves utterly incapable of bringing about, with all their
state-craft and priest-craft, and multiplied religious ceremo-
nies and forms of godliness without the power,—God, through
his prophets, has clearly and definitely foretold, will come.
And further, he has shown exactly, how it is to be brought
about,—that it is to come to pass through the agency of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the messenger of Jehovah, who nearly
nineteen centuries ago redeemed the world, giving his life as
the ransom-price for the life of the world; and who will shortly
set up his Millennial kingdom and establish his authority
over the redeemed world. He will not oppress the people and
exalt himself, as human rulers generally do; but will “bless
all the families of the earth” through a wise and righteous
administration. Having “tasted death for every man,” and
thus secured the right to give everlasting life to all who shall
prove themselves worthy of it, the object of his Millennial
reign will be to so instruct, train and discipline men, as
to enable them to become worthy of lasting life, on the original
conditions—perfection and obedience. To this end, he will
first “rule with a rod of iron” (Psa. 2:9)—with power and
force, causing in the overthrow of present imperfect, selfish,
proud and unjust systems, “a time of trouble such as never
was since there was a nation” (Dan 12:1); and then he will
“fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord,
as the waters cover the sea.” (Hab. 2:14.) He will restrain
and humble the wicked and selfish, and bless and lift up the
humble and those seeking righteousness (Zeph. 2:3; Matt. 5:
5); finally making an end of sin and all its train of evils,
by destroying (finally and forever) all who then, with full
knowledge and appreciation, still love sin; and by bestowing
upon all who shall then love righteousness “the gift of God,”
everlasting life—Rom. 6:23.

OBSTACLES TO FAITH IN COHRIST’S MILLENNIAL KINGDOM

All this would seem reasonable to thinking people but
for two reasons. One is, that another and an unscriptural
view has for centuries predominated, and the people have
heen instructed from infancy in that direction. The second
reason is, that so long a period has elapsed, before the es-
tablishment of this kingdom as the remedy for sin and its
disorders. Yet so convinced are people of the propriety of such
a divine rulership, that regardless of facts and Scripture,
some claim that Christ is reigning over and ruling the world
now. And yet, if posted in the world’s history, and candid,
all must admit that it has been a monstrously bad rule;
and all might well pray that it be discontinued. Humanity,
if given the entire control, certainly would not do much worse
than has bheen done in the way of misgovernment.

As we look backward our hearts are sickened with the
injustice, misery and oppression we behold. If this be God’s
kingdom and ruling, let it end; it is far from what sane peo-
ple want. But it is not God’s kingdom. On the contrary, as
the Scriptures declare, it is the dominion and ruling of Satan,
“the prince of this world” (John 14:30), and will cease with
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the introduction of Christ’s Millennial Kingdom, for which
his servants have long prayed, as some still do, “Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is done in heaven.”

People naturally wonder that God has not long since
exerted his great power (his kingdom power and authority)
to suppress sin, and to lift mankind out of its present state
of ignorance, superstition, groveling depravity, disease and
death. But since six thousand years have passed without
such an interposition, they reason that God’s future dealings
should be judged of by the past. And hence they think, we
cannot expect such a rule or kingdom in the future, believing
that all things must continue as they now are and have
been from the foundation of the world.—2 Pet. 3:4.

But what reply can be made to this objection? We answer:
It can be shown that the Scriptures teach that God not only
has promised such a kingdom for the purpose of blessing the
world, but that he also foretold the long period intervening,
in which evil has been permitted. And they show good and
sufficient reasons for the six thousand years’ delay. This,
clearly seen, should remove every ohstacle to faith in the
promised Millennial kingdom. Yet, in examining the rea-
sons for the delay of the reign of righteousness, let us not
forget that it is only as measured by the shortness of present
life that six thousand years seems very long. With God, “a
thousand years are but as yesterday.”—Psa. 90:4.

WHY THE LONG DELAY

The long delay and its purposes are clearly marked in the
Scriptures. Over four thousand years after the first promise
of deliverance, the redemption was accomplished; and nearly
two thousand more fill the measure of the Gospel age for the
selection and development of the Gospel church to be the
bride of Christ and joint-heir with him of the coming Mil-
lennial kingdom; while the long six thousand years were de-
signed to give the race a necessary experience with the dread-
ful effects of sin, its exceeding sinfulness, and the firmness of
that justice which will by no means clear the guilty violators of
God’s just and holy law—an experience which will be of
inestimable value to all, for all eternity. By contrast, it will
lead to such an appreciation of righteousness, during Christ’s
Millennial reign, as to make it, when realized, what the
prophet predicted—“The desire of all nations.”

he delay, from the time of the redemption to the
Millennial age, while it served this purpose to the world,
gerved also a further purpose—the development of the Gospel
Church, a “little flock” of believers in and followers of Christ,
sharers of his reproach in the present time, and thus selected
to share his Millennial work and glory.—to reign with him
ag joint-heirs of the long promised Kingdom of God for
the blessing of all the families of the earth.—Gen. 28:14;
Gal. 3:16, 29.

The selection of this company, as individuals, has been in
process during the entire Gospel age now closing, though as
a class they were foreknown from the foundation of the
world. (Eph. 1:4.) That is, God predetermined to exalt
to this kingdom honor and restitution work a certain class,
each of whom should meet certain predetermined conditions;
and the Gospel age of nearly two thousand years was ap-
pointed as the time for developing, testing and selecting the
individuals who should compose that class. The election
of these individuals is not arbitrary, but according to fit-
ness; the qualifications being, first, justification by faith in
Christ; then meekness and devotedness to God’s service, at
the cost of self-sacrifice.

Many (justified believers) were “called” or invited to
share these kingdom honors, but only the above mentioned, a
faithful few, will be selected or chosen; the majority even of
professed Christians, we are informed, will fail to make their
calling and election sure; and hence will fail to share those
kingdom glories as joint-heirs with Christ their Lord—though
with the world they will be blessed and disciplined under
the kingdom. During the Millennial age, Christ’s power will
be exercised to prevent deceptions, to clear away ignorance,
to strengthen the weak and lead and restore to sight those
now blinded by the god of this world. (2 Cor. 4:4.) A
thousand enticements to sin, which appeal specially to the
depraved appetites of the fallen race now, will not be tolerated,
when the new, heavenly rule is established. But the Gospel
church—the kingdom class—is called and tested during this
age, while evil is permitted to hold sway, in order that their
testing may be like that of gold tried in the fire. This com-
pany will be complete when the present age ends, and the
control of earth will then be entrusted to them, under and
in co-operation with the Lord Jesus, then the King of kings.—
1 Cor. 6:2.

LOOKING FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD
No student of the Bible can have overlooked the fact that
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the constant theme of our Lord and his apostles was the coming
Kingdom of God. The Jewish people, as a nation, had for
centuries expected Messiah’s coming, to be the ruler of the
world; and they naturally expected that as he was to come out
of their nation, they would be his soldiers, co-workers, and
joint-heirs in that kingdom. They knew themselves to be
the natural seed of Abraham, and inferred that they were
indispensable to God’s plan. They saw not, that spiritual
children of. God, of the faith and loyalty of Abraham, were
meant by the promise.

But the real greatness of the promised kingdom and its
work of blessing were not appreciated by Israel; they expected
a kingdom similar to the kingdoms of this world; that Mes-
siah, as a fleshly being of the seed of Abraham, would estab-
lish his kingdom at Jerusalem, and that his glory would be
the earthly glory of purple and fine linen and gold and silver
and the usual accompaniments of earthly royalty. And their
pride and ambition longed for the time when this promised
king should exalt himself above the Cessars, and them above
all the nations of the earth. Hence their rejection of him
who came humbly, born in a manger, with no assumption
of titles, or earthly honors, or influence, or even friends;
and yet he came proclaiming the kingdom of heaven at hand
and himself the promised king.

So thoroughly impressed upon the Jewish mind, was the
thought, that Messiah’s coming meant the establishment of a
kingdom of righteousness, that several times the “common peo-
ple” would have taken Christ by force to make him king: but he
withdrew, that their ardor might cool, knowing that they who
shouted “Hosanna to the Son [and heir] of David” were not
the class whom the Father designed should be the joint-
heirs with him of that kingdom. He knew too, that the
Father’s time for his exaltation to power had not yet come,
and that first he must die to purchase those whom he was to
afterward reign over,—to whom he might therefore restore the
original blessings and favors lost for all through Adam’s
failure—Rom. 5:12-19.

Like others, the twelve apostles held this hope of the
kingdom, and believed Christ to be the promised Messiah, or
King of kings. And our Lord Jesus, so far from ever con-
tradicting their ideas, always encouraged them, and told
them that they should yet sit with him in his throne. But,
he explained that “first he must suffer many things and be
rejected of this generation” [people]l. To the same class he
explained that, as it had been written in the prophets,—
“Thus it behooved Christ to suffer and to rise from the
dead;” and said to them: “O, slow of heart to believe all
that the prophets have spoken; was it not needful for Messiah
to suffer these very things and to enter into his [kingdom]
glory ?”

One of our Lord’s parables, given just before his cruci-
fixion, was for the very purpose of teaching them that the
expected kingdom would be deferred until his second coming.
It is introduced thus: “And he spoke this parable unto them
because they were near to Jerusalem, and because they thought
that the Kingdom of God would be manifested immediately.”
(Luke 19:11-27.) That parable represents the Gospel age as
the period in which Christ, “the Nobleman,” went “into a
far country” (heaven), to receive for himself a kingdom—to
be invested with authority. The parable also shows that during
the absence of the Nobleman, the opponents of his rule are in
the majority and hold sway; they even declare that they do
not desire him to come and establish his kingdom, preferring
to be let alone as they are—“They sent an embassage after
him. saying, ‘We do not desire this man’s rule’”

The parable shows, too, the proper attitude of those who
love the Nobleman. Obedient to his command, “Occupy till I
come!” they are to use their various talents to forward the
interests of his coming kingdom. And finally, the parable
shows that the Nobleman will surely return with full power,
and how he will use it, to reward those faithful to him with
a share in the kingdom, and to destroy all opposed to his
rule of righteousness. Thank God, there is good reason to
believe that many now enemies to the King of kings will
not be such, when present misconceptions are cured by the
increased knowledge of the King’s character, plan and kingdom,
then to be afforded to all.

A SCRAP OF HISTORY. THE BEGINNING OF PRESENT, 80
CALLED CHRISTIAN KINGDOMS

During the first century of its existence the church held
firmly to the Apostolic teaching and waited for the second
coming of the Lord Jesus, and the establishment then of the
long-promised kingdom of God and its rule of righteousness,
in which trinmph all overcoming Christians were to share
with Christ. The period of that reign, it was generally under-
stood would be a thousand years.—Rev. 20:2-4.
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Chamber’s Emcyclopedia says, “In the first Century of
the church, Millennarianism (the Greek equivalent of which,
Chiliasm from chilioi, a thousand, is the term employed by
the “fathers”) was a widespread belief. . . . . The unanimity
which early Christian teachers exhibit in regard to Millen-
narianism, proves how strongly it had hold.”

This was the period of the church’s purity and fervor, be-
fore ghe left her first love. But, as time passed, and the
expected Lord came not, the love of many waxed cold and
their hopes turned in other directions. Then, as Christianity
became formalistic, Grecian philosophers came into the church,
and the doctrines of Christ became blended with heathen
mythologies, producing the great apostasy, or falling away
from the true faith, foretold. (2 Thes. 2:3.) Neverthe-
less, there was always a faithful, though small minority,
which clung to the truth; for the Lord has never left his
truth without witnesses.

It was at this time, that the degenerated Christian system
conceived the view commonly held since, that the Church was
to establish Christ’s Kingdom upon the earth, without waiting
for the Young Nobleman’s return, and that Christ would
come after the Millennial reign of the Church had ended—to
approve her work. This is styled the post-millennarian view
of the Lord’s coming. This view introduced into the nominal
church an aggressive political policy; and thenceforth the
Church sought influence with the civil power—and that suc-
cessfully, though to her injury and apostasy. It was not long
until Christianity was recognized by Constantine, the Roman
emperor. Soon, from among several aspiring chiefs, or bishops,
the bishop of the city of Rome rose to prominence and in-
fluence in religious matters, and finally to influence in the
empire. In 534 A. D. the emperor of Rome, Justinian, ree-
ognized the Bishop of Rome as chief bishop, or Pore—the
head of the religious affairs of the Roman empire, which
for centuries had ruled the world.

This great success, though accomplished by cunning, trick-
ery and scheming political intrigue, wholly foreign to the
spirit of true Christianity, and in opposition to the express
counsel of the Lord and the apostles (Matt. 20:25-28; 23:8-12
and 1 Pet. 5:3), was hailed as the beginning of the estab-
lishment of Christ’s kingdom in power. By this time, be it
remembered, the nominal church numbered millions who were
Christians in name merely, and totally ignorant of the doc-
trines of Christ; for the clergy had gradually lowered the
true standard, amalgamated errors, and exalted themselves,
to gain popularity and to draw the people, through fear and
superstition, to their support. And when the imperial au-
thority began to recognize the apostate church, and to con-
cede its false claims, the unregenerate heathen millions rushed
into her bosom, adding to her defilement their uncireumecised
views and heathen superstitions. So fast did they cowme, that
the original form for symbolizing consecration by immersion,
was abandoned as no longer practicable, and the multitudes
were sprinkled.

But though nominal Christianity had now gained freedom
from persecution, civil recognition, and finally religious jur-
isdiction as Papacy, her ambition, sustained by her post-
millennial error, was far from satisfied. Scheming, plotting,
etc., continued, under the theory that the end justifies the
means, until the power, authority and crowns of the civil rulers
of Europe, were subjected to the popes. The beginning of this
temporal power was gradual, from A. D. 539, but it was fully
established in A. D. 800, when Charlemange, king of France,
was crowned by Pope Leo IIL, and accepted from him. and
by his supposed divine authority, the title of Emperor of the
West. There, really, what was afterward known as the
“Holy Roman FEwmpire,” had its beginning.

Thenceforth it was boldly claimed and generally admitied
(except by the Lord’s faithful few, who discerned the apostasy
and waited for the establishment in righteousness of his true,
promised kingdom) that the (mominal) church was God's
kingdom in the world, and that the popes successively repre-
sented Christ as King of kings, while as his joint-heirs,
cardinals and bishops filled the places promised to the over-
comers. In support of these claims, the universal authority of
the popes in matters both secular and religious was claimed
and admitted; and kings and emperors representing the great-
est nations of Kurope and the world (even England and Ger-
many) prostrated themselves at the feet of the pope acknowl-
edging him as King of kings. Ivery title which the Scrip-
tures apply to the true Christ, and every prophecy describing
his future kingdom and its glory has been applied by the
popes to themselves and the kingdom thus introduced. which
was none other than the kingdom of Antichrist, the counter-
feit of the true, predicted by the prophets and apostles. (See
2 Thes. 2:3-T; Dan. 7:25, 26; Rev. 13:4-8))  The deception
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was so great and magnificent that all the nations of Europe
were deceived; and as the Lord himself foretold, had it been
possible, the very elect [faithful] would also have been
deceived by it.

But the inevitable came: the reverence and flattery of the
people, the pride and power of the clergy, and especially of
the higher dignitaries, gradually sunk the doctrines and prac-
tices so low as to excite the disgust and open the eyes of
the honest and blinded souls connected with the system. It
was nearly a century after the invention of printing, when
men were beginning to think for themselves, that the public
sale of indulgences by the authority of the pope for the pur-
pose of raising money for the corapletion of St. Peter’s Cathe-
dral at Rome, and particularly by one John Tetzel, a Do-
minican monk of notorious character and shameless effrontery,
that general indignation was aroused; and under the bold
leadership of Luther, Zwingli, Carlstadt, Melanchthon, and
others. a Reformation movement set in, which, though beset
by many hindrances, thank God, is not yet extinct. It is
progressing steadily toward the utter repudiation of priest-
craft and the various superstitions and errors of the dark
ages, back to the old landmarks of primitive simplicity and
purity which characterized the apostolic church, both in life
and doctrines.

Luther, Knox, Melanchthon, Zwingli, Calvin and others
of their time, though still befogged by the errors of Anti-
christ, which for many centuries held the world as under a
mesmeric power, made remarkable progress out of the dark-
ness toward the full, clear light. When all the circum-
stances of their time are realized, it cannot be denied that
they were remarkable men, and that they not only took a
courageous step, but a long one in the right direction. The
trouble is that those who since have followed these leaders,
have taken their names as sects, without having their spirit
of reform. So far from continuing the reform movement, each
party or sect set itself against all light, truth, and reforma-
tion in advance of what its leader had seen and advocated.
Hence reform almost ceased with the reformers of the sixteenth
century. What progress has since been made, has been in
opposition, not only to Papacy, but to professed Protestants
as well.

But the course of the reformers was not a wholly un-
compromising one. They soon saw that the masses of the
people were so steeped in ignorance that they could not ap-
preciate the Scriptural teaching that God is no respecter of
persons; and that in his sight all men are free, and that
king, peasant and slave are on a common footing before
God. So long had people been taught that the pope and
church dignities represented God, and must be obeyed as
God; so long had they been taught that kings and princes,
when crowned and commissioned by the pope, were God’s ap-
pointed rulers, reigning by God’s authority in matters civil,
as the “clergy” by the same authority reigned as princes in
matters religious; so long had they been taught that to
deny or oppose such pope-sanctioned authority, was to deny and
oppose God and his kingdom, that (under this ignorance and
superstition) to have declared the whole truth, would have
involved all Europe in anarchy and lawlessness. Stepping out
of such deep slavery of mind and body, into full liberty, the
masses were far from prepared to use it wisely.

This, indeed, was the basis of conflict between the early
reformers. Zwingli in Switzerland, was a representative of
some who took their stand for full liberty; he not only denied
the authority of the pope to rule the church, but denied also
his authority to appoint civil rulers in the name of God. He
claimed for the people the right to elect their rulers, as we do
in this great Republic. Here, Luther wavered for a time as
to what course to pursue, when he saw that the reform, fully
carried out, would not only take away the authority of the
pope, but also the authority of all the princes and kings
of earth appointed by him. While retired for ten months
in Wartburg Castle under the hiding and protection of
Elector Frederick, Luther reflected on the situation caretuiiy;
then he came forth to oppose Zwingli, Carlstadt and others
under whose preaching the images in the churches were being
dashed to pieces and the Mass abolished. His plea was
moderation. He cooled the rising ardor of the Germans, and
with Melanchthon turned the German Reformation into the
channel which it finally took. The German princes on the
one hand glad to be freed from their abject bondage to
Papacy, and on the other hand glad to escape the growing
tendency of teachings such as Zwingli’s, recognized in the
teachings of Luther and Melanchthon a way of escape from
both, which would still preserve their powers, and even in-
crease them. ¥rom policy, therefore, many of the German
princes embraced the Lutheran cause, which prospered, while
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the yet more thorough reformers and their works went down.

Why did not God forward the greater and purer views?
it may be asked. Because it was not then due time, we answer.
But slowly, after three centuries, thinking people will admit
that Zwingli and Carlstadt were much nearer the truth,
much more thorough teachers of reform than Luther. D’Au-
bigne (Hist. vol. 3, p. 243.) wupon this subject, cautiously
but forcibly remarks: “Notwithstanding his opposition to
Papacy, Luther had a strong conservative instinct. Zwingli, on
the contrary, was predisposed to radical reforms. Both these
divergent tendencies were needed. If Luther and his followers
had been alone in the work, it would have stopped short in its
progress; and the principle of reformation would not have
wrought its destined effect.”

Luther, though he had denounced the Papacy as Anti-
christ, and declared that the popes had no right or authority
whatever to rule the world in the name of Christ, was led
by his course of moderation into doing the very thing he had
condemined in Papacy. The princes who remained in har-
mony with Papacy, were forward to claim its sanction as
the true basis of authority over the people; and, those who
espoused Luther’s side, of course looked to him who claimed
to represent the true reformed Church, to pronounce in their
favor—ag the choice of the true church, and hence the divine
choice. Having taken the stand he did, escape from the
dilemma was impossible; and there was considerable truth
in Luther’s joke, when, later on, he called himself

‘‘THE GERMAN POPE.’’

Thus it came that Protestantism continued the very error
which lay at the foundation of the great apostasy—the
very error it started out to remedy. Instead of advocating
freedom—government of and by the people—it arrayed itself on
the side of these fake kingdoms of God whose rulers were
glad to have assistance in holding the control which Anti-
christ had given them over the people. They desired to hold
forever, for themselves and their families, the fat positions
already attained. Hence, the various governments of Europe
are wedded to some religious system, which they support, and
at the hands of whose officers, with religious pomp and
ceremony, titles and offices are entered upon. No matter how
villainous, or imbecile, or insane, or opposed to both the letter
and spirit of God’s Word, these announce their authority to
perpetuate wrongs under the hypocritical mask (authorized
first by Papacy, and since conceded by all Protestant sects)—
king, or queen, or emperor, “by the grace of God.”

Thus we find today, many so-called Christian kingdoms in
the world, as well as many churches, though our Lord only
established one church, which in due time was to be completed
and glorified to constitute the one kingdom of God promised.
In the light of God’s Word, we must deny that kings and
emperors now reign by the grace of God, or that God is in any
degree, responsible for their misruling, though he predeter-
mined to permit these various experiments at self-government
for an appointed time—‘“until He come, whose right it is.”
(Ezek. 21:27.) The facts of history corroborate the testimony
of the Scriptures, that present governments are under the
control of “the prince of this world.” (John 14:30; Eph. 2:2.)
To deceive the people he assumes a garment of light, and au-
thority is given not in his own name, but in the name of
God, at the hands of the apostate church.—2 Cor. 11:14, 15.

How much of the spirit of Christ do they manifest? Hear
louder and louder down the centuries the clash of arms, the
thunder of artillery, the tread of mighty armies, and the
groans of the dying, in the strife of these so-called kingdoms of
God to annihilate each other; and remember, that at no per-
iod of the world’s history were there ever, as today, armies
numbering eleven millions of men, thoroughly equipped and
trained, ready at a moment’s call to rush to battle, armed
with weapons of carnage, a hundred fold more dreadful and
destructive than were ever before known, which make them
equal to a hundred millions in former times.

Remember too, that these eleven millions must soon be
called into action, if for no other reason than that the great
expense of their maintenance is rapidly bankrupting these
various kingdoms of Christ (?). Remember too, that when the
tocsin of war shall sound, the various pulpits will support the
various thrones with words of burning eloquence and prayers
to God for help, each to consume the other. And with the
army corps shall go chaplains, to cheer the dying soldiers of
God’s (1?) kingdom; to assure each host that its cause is
just, and that if they fall it is in support of the Lord’s
anointed representatives.

Mark the oppression, and injustice, and tyranny, and
misrule; and behold how giant evils are licensed to enslave
and oppress mankind; and say not that these are Immanuel’s
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kingdoms. Surely, they bear little resemblance to the char-
acter of that kingdom promised under the “Prince of Peace.”
Verily, if these kingdoms of Europe are Christ’s kingdoms,
free America wants none of them. Away with Christ’s
kingdom, if such be its character; and welcome to this free
soil t,;he poor oppressed refugees from European “Christen-
om.’

When Christ’s kingdom has come, it will indeed be “the
desire of all nations.” It will be just what all men need. At
first it will rule with a rod of iron dashing the now tottering
kingdoms of this world in pieces like a potter’s vessel (Psa.
2:9), breaking up every civil, social and religious system of
tyranny and oppression, putting down all authority and power
opposed to it, humbling the proud and high-minded, and fin-
ally teaching all the world to be still and know that the
Lord’s Anointed has taken the dominion. (Psa. 46:10.) Then
the blessings of its peaceful reign will begin to be experienced.
Truth and equity will be established on a sure and permanent
footing; “justice will be laid to the line, and righteousness
to the plummet” (Isa. 28:17), and the great restitution work
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will progress grandly to its glorious consummation.—There
will be sweeping moral reforms, great educational and philan-
thropic enterprises, wonderful faith-cures from every disease
and deformity, mental and physical. There will be awaken-
ings also from death, and a grand re-organization of society
under the new order of the Kingdom of God. And all the
world’s bitter experience during the six thousand years past
will prove a valuable lesson, on the exceeding sinfulness of
sin; helping them to appreciate the new rule of righteousness,
and to live in everlasting conformity to the perfecct will of
God, and thus to accept God’s gift of everlasting life, designed
for all who will receive it on his conditions of love and loyalty
and obedience to him. Then, “Whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.”—Rev. 22:17.

Such being the grand object of our Lord’s return and the
establishment of his kingdom, we believe with the prophet,
that it will be “The desire of all nations;” and with the
apostle that the earnest expectation of the creature longs,
though ignorantly, for this coming revelation of the Sons of
God—the overcoming Church exalted with their Lord.

COMING FROM EAST AND WEST

“Many shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. But
the children of the kingdom shall be cast into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”—Matt. 8:11, 12.

Israelites were “the children of the kingdom,” the natural
seed of Abraham, to whom God had promised that Millennial
kingdom whose power in all the earth shall, under divine
arrangements, be instrumental in spreading truth and right-
eousness, and restraining evil, so that all the families of
the earth shall be blessed. In the words above quoted, our
Lord foretold the change of dispensation by which the natural
seed of Abraham were cast into outer darkness—as outcasts
from God’s favor, and from the special light of prophecy which
for eighteen hundred years had enlightened them and given
them “much advantage every way” above the world in general.

Those from the east and west who come and sit down with
Abraham and the faithful of the past age, are faithful ones
from among the Gentiles, called to be the bride and joint-heir
of the true and only heir of all things—Christ Jesus. The
Jews in general, and even the disciples, could not have digested
meat so strong, as this, and hence our Master left this among
other of his “dark sayings,” unexplained; merely saying to his
disciples, I have many things to tell you, but you cannot bear
them now;—the spirit of truth shall guide you into all
truth and bring to your remembrance whatsoever I have said
unto you. The Jews resented sternly any suggestion, that
any except their own elect nation could share the kingdom
honors. Even when, after his resurrection, our Lord commis-
sioned his disciples to go teach and baptize all nations (Matt.
28:19), they seemed to understand that he meant,—every
Israelite scattered throughout all nations; and it was not for
some years after that they learned, that the Gentiles were to
be fellow-heirs of the same promises—Eph. 3:6.

As during the Gospel age honest Gentiles heard the “call,”
and came out of darkness into marvelous light and great
privilege, by accepting and following Christ, so the Jews,
because of pride, rejected Christ; and during this age they

have been left with the heathen world, in darkness, shut out
from divine favor. There they have had trouble, distress,
perplexity and persecution, well described by the methaphor
“weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

The elect Gentiles (chosen through sanctification of spirit,
by a belief of the truth), are coming to the Kingdom; coming
it is true, by a narrow thorny path of trial; but they are not
downcast, “not in darkness;” because the light of the glory
of God as it shines in the face of Jesus Christ hath shined
into their hearts dispelling the darkness. Not with weeping
and gnashing of teeth do they come; for though they suffer,
it is as good soldiers—rejoicing in tribulations, and that they
are counted worthy to suffer reproaches for the name of Christ.

And now the coming ones have nearly all passed over the
‘“narrow way;” a few more are to come by the same route, and
then all shall sit down in the Kingdom, with Abraham and
all the faithful of the natural seed of the natural Abraham,—
as sharers in the joys of the Lord, and in the promised work
of blessing all nations. Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and the
faithful prophets, will share in that blessed employment as
well as Christ Jesus and his bride,—‘his body.” But there are
last which shall be first, and first which shall be last. Those
first called will receive all that was promised them, and more
doubtless than they ever appreciated or expected, when they
obtain the earthly phase, or human department, of the Mil-
lennial Kingdom. But the Lord, the heir of all things, and
his chosen faithful bride and co-heir, will inherit what Abra-
ham and the prophets never knew of; that which was not
even made known until the Gospel age (2 Tim. 1:10), namely,
the spiritual phase or department of the Kingdom; “God
having provided some better thing for us [the “last” called—
the Gospel church], that they [the “first” called, and all
others] without us should not be made perfect.”—Heb. 11:40.

THE CHRIST LIFE

The expression has been made to me by a returned mis-
sionary, that in China and Japan they are getting to find the
difference between Christians and the friends of Jesus. For a
time they were deceived by the name Christian. Every sailor
and foreign resident in these parts called himself a Christian,
as distinguished from heathens. And so as the natives found
many of these men so outrivaling heathen corruption, they
became disgusted. They said if these drinking, blaspheming
sailors and grasping merchants are Christians, we do not
want Christianity. He told me that they were calling true
Christians “Jesus’ people,” and all the others were merely
Christians. They meant that these were Christ’s friends, and
had his resemblance in person and character. This is the
distinction I would bring before you—nominal Christianity
and the Christ-life. There is all the difference between them
that there is between a system of truth and a living person;
all the difference there is between ideas and living, loving
hearts. Christian is a name used by many, committed to
certain principles. But the Christ-life is a living thing, and
a divine thing.

The first thought that comes up in connection with Christ
is the thought of personality. The things we value in history

are not the records of events, the geographical and historical
information; but what they reveal of the men and women
that have lived. That which makes a country great is not
its lofty mountains and beautiful plains, its magnificent
scenery and Eden-like climate; for many of the fairest scenes
of earth may claim all this, and yet they are waste and
desolate for want of men. That which makes a country great
is glorious men and women, far more than things or events,
resources or incomparable advantages. That is what we
cherish in our annals,—not our art, poetry, traditions and
memories, but our heroes. And, if we come down to the
nearer realm of our own life, what do we value most? Not
our houses and lands, our commerce and wealth, nor our
earthly advantages. You would give everything on earth for
one frail little life that others would not give a farthing for.
There is more to you in one human heart, than in all the
world. Your treasures are in your friends, those that have
become in some sense your own.

Personality, then, is the dearest and most precious thing
in the world. And if this be so in secular and historical
things, how easy it is to rise to the thought of personality
in God. T am so glad He is revealed to us as a person and
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not a doctrine—a living being that we can touch somehow
with the susceptibility of our spirit, that we can take in the
arms of trust and love, that we can know in the depths of
our consciousness, a good, and glorious, and divine reality,
even more than any other individual. The other day in
Minneapolis, a dear friend just recovering from that terrible
snare of Christian Science, who had been under its power
until her heart and spirit had been almost drawn away from
Christ. “How strange,” she said, “that I never thought; they
taught me that Christ was & principle. I have been trying
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to love a principle. I might as well try to love a grapevine
on my wall as to love a principle.” And with gladness and
joy she added, “O, it is a person, he is my blessed Saviour.”
Read the story of his life, and back of the events shines out
most vividly the man Himself; alone the character so beau-
tiful; alone that crystalization of all that was wise, and
gentle and lovely, the living One, whom our consciousness can
grasp and gather out of the story. Even infidelity has been
compelled to say that the most remarkable thing in the Bible
is the Christ,—the hardest to explain away.—Selected.

POLITICS OF

A Brother who has been growing in the truth for about
a year encloses to us a copy of a letter sent by him to a
friend, on the subject of politics. As it may interest others
we publish it below:

Dear FrIEND:—Being desirous that you understand my
position regarding politics, and my reasons for it, I have
decided to write you at some length in the premises,

I believe that Jesus is the Son of the Living God, that
after his death He was raised up a Divine being, and that
now “All power in heaven and on earth” has been given him,
I further believe that all “who name the name of Christ” are
invited to the high calling of following his footsteps on earth,
and then being raised to the same nature he now has, and
joining him in the establishment of a coming kingdom,
“wherein dwelleth righteousness.” I also believe that the
coming of this Kingdom on earth is delayed for the purpose
of selecting the ‘“bride, the Lamb’s wife,” which will be the
“Body” and he the “Head,” in the holy temple which is being
prepared for the habitation of God. (Eph. 2:21-22.) I do
not believe that this kingdom has yet been established on
earth. Its foundations are to be in “justice and righteous-
ness.” and “They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain [government]; for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”—Isa. 11:9.

These conditions do not obtain now, and though this
United States’ government is undoubtedly the best on earth
now, its machinery is generally used—in results—for the
henefit of the comparatively few, and actual justice or equality
is rarely, if ever realized. This is but a new demonstration
of what every other human government has proven, and of
what must continue to be until he, whose right it is, shall
come and take the government to himself.—Ezek. 21:27;
Rev. 11:17.

Our Father has given repeated promises that this Kingdom
shall be established on earth, and the Lord has joined in the
assurance. God alone is capable of setting it up, and bring-
ing humanity from its present blind, depraved condition, up
to the standard where they can maintain it. It is specifically
stated that this Kingdom will come “down from God out of
heaven.” We, who are following Christ, are now considered
members of this Kingdom, and when it is set up, will be
God’s agents in its work. A brief study of the subject has
enabled me to present the following Scripture texts:—

“For he [Abraham] looked for a city which hath founda-
tions, whose maker and builder is God. . .. . For they that
say such things declare plainly that they seek a country, and
truly if they bad heen mindful of the country from which
they came out, they might have had opportunity to have re-
turned; but now (as it is) they desire a better, that is, a
heavenly [one from heaven]: Wherefore God is not ashamed
to be called their God; for he hath prepared for them a city.
..... And these all having obtained a good report through
faith received not the promise, God having prepared some
hetter thing for us, that they without us should not be made
perfect. . . . . Let us go forth, therefore, unto him without
the camp, hearing his reproach. For here we have no con-
tinuing city, but we seek one to come. . ... For our con-
versation [country or polity] is in heaven from whence we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change
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[transform] our vile body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he
is able to even subdue all things unto himself. . ... Now,
therefore, ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-
citizens of the saints and of the household of God.”——Heb.
11:10-14-15-16-, -39-40; 13:13-14; Phil. 3:20-21 and
Eph. 2:19.

Thus finding “exceeding great and precious promises” for
those who are “new creatures in Christ Jesus who walk not
after the flesh, but after the spirit,” it behooves us to “prove
all things” in every matter, and “hold fast that which is
good.” Our Lord prays that while we are in the world, we
may not be “of the world.” We are admonished by Paul to
“be not conformed to [fashioned after] this world, but be ye
transformed by the remewing of your mind, that ye may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God” (Rom. 12:22), and by John to “love not the world,
neither the things that are in [of] the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of
the world. And the world is passing away, and the lust
thereof, but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever.”
(1 John 2:15, 16, 17.) Jesus himself says, “No man can
serve two masters: For either he will hate the one and love
the other; or else he will hold to the one and despise the
other. Ye cannot serve God and Mammon.”—Matt. 6:24.

Those who are not running in the Christian race are at
full liberty, and doubtless in duty bound, to labor and study
on the present political problems from human standpoints;
but we who have consecrated our lives to God, and are striv-
ing to fulfill our vows, must be about our Father’s work, and
devote all the time we can honestly spare from the vocations
necessary to enable us to “provide things honest in the sight
of all men,” to the work and study that will enable us to be
“vessels unto honor, sanctified and meet for the Master’s use,
and prepared unto every good work.”—2 Tim. 2:21.

The blind and deaf leaders in the world are thus left to
do their best, and if all “fall into the ditch,” it will be but
to fully demonstrate their inability to accomplish what God
says he alone can do, and prepare them in due time to accept
from God his free and gracious gift. In the “Regeneration {a
literal translation of ‘Regeneration’ is ‘New Birth Day.’ How
significant!], when the Son of man shall git in the throne of
his glory” (Matt. 19:28), and the instruments the “Potter”
is now preparing, (who are a “peculiar people zealous of
good works,”) shall be elevated to the Divine Nature (2 Pet.
1:4), the time will be ripe for the founding of this wondrous
and longed for Kingdom.

By going into politics never so little, we enter one of the
very “crookedest paths” the enemy has presented to this gen-
eration, and are liable to become “lame” or “turned to one
side,” before we are able to realize it.

However much these views may impress you as either
truthful or Secriptural, you can readily see that, as they are
mine, I cannot honestly do other than voice them, and take
neutral ground, standing to one side, and waiting for the
manifestation of the glory of God.

Very truly your friend, W. E. P.

AS BECOMETH WOMEN PROFESSING GODLINESS—No. 3

CHRISTIAN WOMEN AS MOTHERS

Since a large proportion of those called to be saints are
already charged with the care of families; and since God does
in no sense release them from those cares and responsibilities,
it hehooves such to carefully study how they may best fulfill
them according to the divine directions.

In searching the Scriptures we do not find full and com-
plete directions as to methods and plans for the training of
children, but we do find principles laid down which we are

expected to study and work out with care, and which are
assured will in due time develop the desired results. Solomon
said, “Train up a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it.” (Prov. 22:8.) Parents
are exhorted not to provoke their children to anger, but to
rebuke and punish when necessary, and to train them up in
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, etc. And then we
have the example of our heavenly Father set forth for our
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study and imitation. A little reflection upon these simple
rules, together with a close observation of God’s methods of
training and discipline, will supply all the needed instruction
on the subject.

In the first place, if we would govern others properly, we
must, God-like, govern ourselves: We must be just, benevo-
lent, kind, thankful, patient and loving, remembering always
that our most effective lessons are given by personal example.
If you teach only by word, you are constantly condemning
yourself and pointing out your weaknesses, and the ready per-
ception of childhood will quickly draw the inference that you
should first practice what you preach; and all your preaching
will be in vain, unless you do so. Here, then, is the first rule
for Christian parents—So far as possible, be what you would
have your children be; Never for a moment forget that you
are a teacher, and that from morning till night you are
being studied and copied. If you are peevish, fretful, and
complaining, disliking to do this duty, and despising that,
wishing the lines had fallen to you in pleasanter places,
coveting your neighbor’s wealth, or health, or ease, etc., etec.,
do not be surprised, if you find the same disposition cropping
out in your children. And if it does, its constant friction and
interference with the home duties, will necessitate force and
pulling and driving and punishing, and thus greatly increase
your burdens and cares.

If, on the other hand, you are cheerful and happy, re-
garding the duties of life as your greatest pleasure, yes, even
what many are pleased to style the menial offices of home
service; if you are thankful for such things as you have in
the present life, and anxious and helpful in relieving the
cares and lightening the burdens of your less favored neigh-
bors, the little ones around your feet will quickly discern and
cateh your happy, thankful, energetic and helpful spirit; and
thus half the. victory in the matter of home training will be
accomplished.

Dear mothers, never let the little ones hear you say, “I
dislike to wash dishes,” or “I dislike to cook,” or that you
dislike to perform any other duty that devolves upon you
now; and never allow such an expression from them to pass
unreproved. Rather say, “My dear children, if you will think
again, you will see that you are very unthankful when God
has so generously filled your plates, to be too indolent to
wash them, that he may fill them again.” Perhaps if we
continue such ingratitude he may some time refuse to fill
them, to bring us to our senses and show us how mean we
have been. Never give them the idea, by word or look of
yours, that pleasure is to be sought for elsewhere than in the
line of duty. Then you will be preparing them to find happi-
ness all day long in the kindly offices of love and duty,
instead of stolidly toiling all day at irksome tasks, and im-
patiently waiting for a little diversion or frolic at the end
of the day or week as compensations. In the cheerful per-
formance of duty is the highest form of happiness, with
which an evening’s diversion, a pienic, etc., are not worthy
to be compared. And yet such innocent pleasures, when they
come without special seeking—i. e., when they are not looked
for, and longed for, and sought after, as the chief end of
existence—are pleasant, healthful and happy episodes which
may add greatly to the happiness especially of young life,
particularly when they come not too frequently, and as
pleasant surprises from loving parents or friends. The habit
of some, of paying children for what they do, detracts from
their sense of duty in the matter of home service and sub-
stitutes a selfish and independent spirit. Better far let any
gift be understood as entirely independent of remunerative
congiderations.

Our second rule should be, never by word or example to
encourage idleness. Idleness is the mother of vice and a
fruitful source of every evil; for Satan finds some mischief
still for idle hands to do. Nature itself teaches plainly that
idleness is not the normal condition of any healthy human

being. You cannot punish a child more severely than to
require perfect idleness. The human mind is never idle
except when asleep, and sometimes not then. And it is

almost an impossibility for the human body to be inactive,
unless disabled by disease.

To release a child, therefore, from all the restraints of
duty, is not always to rest him. If no duties or responsibili-
ties are placed upon him, he will spend the time and effort
in doing as he pleases and in learning from other wilfull and
untrained children what you may afterward find it impossible
to eradicate or fully counteract. Children are better for
having some responsibility and some care, though, if possible,
they should not be overburdened. They will also develop more
perfectly, if they have some time and opportunity to work
out their own original ideas. Boys will be well and happily
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employed with carpenter’s tools and other constructive imple-
ments; and girls with dolls and needles and pins, ete. But
do not give them too many or too complete a set of toys, or
you will leave no room for ingenuity. A rag doll of Katie’s
own make and on which Johnny has displayed his art in
penciling features will often be more precious than one you
might purchase. And economy and carefulness can he taught
by very special care of the finer Christmas doll. And as they
acquire skill, let it be applied to things useful, and let them
see that you appreciate their skill by giving them this liberty
to utilize it. Play should always be secondary to real service.
Nellie must drop the doll quickly to heed the ecry of the
real baby; and Johnny must leave the interesting hammer
and nails to run the necessary errands. If taught to do -0
from infancy these habits will grow, and they will be both
useful and happy in so doing.

Prompt, cheerful, loving obedience should be expected and
enforced—not by repeated urging to duty, but by a simple
showing of duty, and a penalty of some kind for its non-
performance. Do not lower your dignity, work yourself into
a mervous excitement, and disturb the peace of the rest of
the family, by continually upbraiding and urging a refractory
one. Rather give some one else the privilege (for so they
should be taught to regard it) of doing that duty, and let
that one feel that he missed both the privilege and the ap-
proval that comes with it.

And this gives another suggestion, namely, to train chil-
dren to be sensitive to the approval of parents, of God, and
of their own consciences. If conscience is unheeded, if God is
unknown or unloved, and if parents are only regarded as
servants, nothing but brute force will compel submission to
authority; and that submission will be an ignoble one, and
at best only temporary. How can this be done? Well, it
cannot be done in a day; and listless, heedless parents ecannot
do it at all. This is one of the fine points that will require
skill and ingenuity. You will need to study the dispesition
of your child, to watch for the opportunities to instruct and
impress him, and to let none of them slip. You will need to
watch the little things in his deportment, to express your
affectionate approval of his good points (when expedient, but
not always, lest it cultivate vanity) and your pain and dis-
pleasure at his errors and failures. Let him feel that your
eye and God’s is ever upon him, just as we feel that God’s
eye is upon us. (2 Chron. 16:9; Psa. 34:15; 1 Pet. 3:12;
Prov. 15:3.) Do not let him sit by your side at the table
and eat like a savage who does not know the use of a knife
and fork; do not let him be mean enough to grab the best of
everything for himself and pay no attention to the wants of
others. Teach them to be generous, to prefer one another, and
to be watchful for one another’s interests; and the table, how-
ever plain be the meal, is one of the best opportunities for
inculcating such lessons. Let good manners and good prin-
ciples be the frequent subjects of conversation at such times.
In fact no other opportunity so favorable and so frequent
presents itself. Make good use of them all, and study to do so.
Remember, too, that your children come into the world
ignorant of everything, and even the commonest civilities
must be taught them by both word and example. Therefore
be patient, careful, watehful and wise hoth in teaching them
good and in counteracting evil.

Cultivate the acquaintance of your children; enjoy their
society and let them enjoy yours. Be young with them. but
give them the advantage of your years of experience; and to
this end never let your dignity descend to the level of frivolity
or foolishness. Hold your own standpoint, but sympathize
with theirs, and do not forget your feelings and experiences
at their age. Invite their confidence and never make light of
their troubles, but comfort and advise them as your love and
experience enables you to do. Never speak slightingly of one
to another, nor allow them to do so without correction.

Watch for the first outcroppings of wrong principles and
talk to them seriously about them. Show them the mean
principles in some very small actions and what their miserable
fruits are when a little more matured. Talk freely. not
always to them, but before them of the wants and suiferings
and trials of others, and let them see yvou planning and active
in efforts to relieve as much of it as possible. Send them
or take them with you on errands of love and mercy: and
let them see that you prefer to go to the house of sorrow
and mourning to comfort those that weep, rather than to the
house of mirth.

Be cheerful, do not wear a long dejected face. even if you
have trouble, or if you are sympathizing with others in
trouble. Tet the sunshine of Christian peace and joy illumi-
nate your countenance at all times, and you can carry that
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sunshine not only into your own home, but into all the
homes vou cnter.

Be generous, no matter how poor you are, and teach and
talk of generosity and show by word and action, how it
needs to be balanced by frugality, and what extremes both
run to, when not rightly balanced.

Let your children have access to good books and encourage
them to read for information, and to report what they read.
Endeavor to give them broad ideas; do not let them think
that the little home circle and their immediate friends and
relatives are the largest and most important part of the
world. Show them that the human race is one great family,
children of one father and mother, and that as brothers and
sisters they should love one another; that the dead as well
as the living were part of this one family, and that history
shows how they lived and what they accomplished, how good
and great some were, and how wicked others were. This will
serve to awaken interest in a very instructive line of reading
and prepare the way for further instruction of prophecy
which reveals the future destiny of the race. Instructive
reading of various kinds will crowd out bad company and its
attendant evils.

To these suggestions we might append the following useful
hints which some one terms—

THE SCIENCE OF CHILD-TRAINING IN A NUTSHELL.

1. When you consent, consent cheerfully.

2. When you refuse, refuse finally.

3. Often commend.

4. Never scold.

5. Beware of making an issue with your child, but when
an issue is forced carry it out. It is with children as with
men, few of whom, says Goethe, are open to conviction, but
the majority of whom are open to persuasion.

In other words—Rule yourself before attempting to rule
your child.

All of these points good and wise worldly parents have
observed and profited by; and even without the restraints
and power of a religious training, they have raised sons and
daughters to honor and to comfort them in their declining
years. And yet, in addition to all the nice points and the
fine points of wise and careful training, there is a mightier
power than all else in a decided religious training. If the
little ones are taught from infancy to know and love God as
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the wise and loving provider of every blessing they enjoy, as
the rewarder of righteousness and the punisher of evil doers
(not always now, but in his own due time) ; if they are early
taught to bring their little troubles to him for sympathy and
help, and their little joys and blessings to him in thankfulness
and praise; and if they are taught the plan and purposes of
God as they are able to comprehend it, the instruction thus
received in the plastic period of childhood will never be
effaced. “Train up a child in the way he should go and when
he is old he will not depart from it.”” He may stray from it
in youth, but hy and by under the chastening hand of God
(for God will not forsake them, but will watch over them
for your sake), a mother’s prayers and counsel and love will
be freshly recalled and heeded,—perhaps long after she has
been laid to rest.

Since such carefulness and watchfulness and constant at-
tention to the physical, mental and moral wants of children
demand almost all of a mother’s time and strength, and
sometimes more than she has to give, but little can be expected
of her beyond the family circle in the earlier years of mother-
hood. Her faithfulness here, therefore, will show the measure
of her desire and willingness to be faithful in the greater
work; and verily, she shall not lose her reward, either in the
Master’s approval, or in the love and respect and reverence
of her family. Even if for a time wayward and thoughtless
as some children seem to be naturally, they also will by and
by rise up and call her blessed.

The work of Christian parents for their children now
should be regarded as part of the great restitution work of
the new dawning restitution age. And if the children of the
saints are carefully trained and instructed in the plan of God,
and the great work he is about to accomplish in the great
time of trouble and after it, doubtless God will be pleased
to make special use of them as the world’s instructors, to
point men to the real and only remedy for all their woes.

Work, dear Christian mothers, with this end in view, and
God will in due time show that your labor has not been in
vain, in the Lord. Humble and obscure though you may
seem, you have a blessed mission to fulfill. God bless you
all and give you wisdom, and patience, and constancy, and
prudence, and faith, and hope, and love, and grace in every
way sufficient to act nobly your part, while you walk humbly
with God casting your care upon him knowing that he careth
for you and yours specially, for your sake. Mszs. C. T. R.

THE POWER OF THE TRUTH

The Lord seems to lay hold by his truth upon a variety of
characters, in his call to joint-heirship. The following letters
all showing excellent spirit, represent some of these. They
serve to show that the power of the truth extends to all
classes and that the Lord accepts of and is willing to bless
and use all who accept of his righteousness and desire to
render him service.

The first is from an ex-convict, recently released from the
House of Correction in Detroit, where he served a long term
for highway-robbery. We know not how the truth reached
him there, but it made him free from his old master Sin.
Since his release he has started into what he says shall be
his life-work, preaching the truth by selling DAwWN, and he
meets with good success. The TowER goes to three other con-
victs, one in Joliet, Ills,, one in Detroit and one in Allegheny.

The other letters explain themselves.

House of Correction, Detroit, Mich.

DEAR BrOoTHER:— . ... When I got into trouble, I did
not wish to have my people exposed to the disgrace that a
knowledge of my situation would be sure to bring upon them;
and I adopted an assumed name and have not written to them
nor heard from them since.

This pride that prevented me from writing to my people,
and receiving of their assistance, would also hinder me from
going home, if I did not have suitable clothing, and sufficient
money to satisfy it. But I was thinking, if my parents are
still living, they still have affection for me, and how much
greater their joy would be to have me come home clothed in
the rich rohes of Christ’s righteousness, than to come clothed
in the scarlet and purple of sin, or soft raiment of my own
provision, which would be but as filthy rags in comparison.
Besides, if I am seeking not my own glory, but the glory of
my Master, and if His righteousness may be clearer seen
through my humiliation, it will but leave me greater cause
for rejoicing. I have long endeavored to render cheerful
obedience to all men who have required it of me. But now I
thould much more endeavor to yield grateful submission to my
Father’s will whose loving care guides and protects me, and
nothing is allowed to befall me without His permission. He

also assures me, that all things are working together for good
for me. 8o, if it is his good pleasure, I may still hope to
get home at the holidays. And I can be contented with
Christ’s righteousness as a covering, instead of fine clothing,
and the gold and silver of spirit and truth, instead of money,
and bearing a precious message whose value is beyond rubies.
And although I may not be skillful in telling this glad mes-
sage, I hope that its affect in me may be clearly manifested,
as someone has written:—

“Gladly ip the dust I would lay me,

That the world my Saviour might see.”

Hoping to see you soon. Yours in the faith, .
New Haven, Conn.

MY DEeEAR BrRoTHER RUSSELL, BELOVEP IN THE LORD:—
While in Boston I was told of a sister at Winchester, about
seven miles from Boston, and I went to see her. Some eleven
years ago she was a lawless Roman Catholic rumseller there.
Her conversion (a most remarkable one) occurred in the
prison, where she was confined for repeated violation of the
liquor laws. When she was released, she poured to waste all
of her liquors and renounced the Roman Catholic religion.
As she lived in the midst of an Irish Catholic community,
her persecutions were terrible. Her children were hooted,
pelted with stones, and abused in every conceivable manner.
She was cursed and slandered before her face and behind
her back.

They even soaped the stairs of her dwelling to cause her
to fall and maim or kill herself. The priest visited her, and
when he found that she was firm in her determination to
serve Christ ratber than the devil, he cursed her and per-
suaded her husband to abandon her and declared that she
should never have a Catholic dollar, and said they would
drive her from her home. They broke the window panes in
her house, and for two years she was obliged to keep them
stuffed with rags, etc., being too poor to afford to replace the
glass. She united with the Baptist church and was most
zealous in her missionary efforts to bring others into that
“communion.” She soon ceased to have her hunger satisfied
with the husks of the less popish branch of Babylon and
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longed for more truth, for she saw and deplored the same
spirit in Protestantism as in Romanism. About nine years
ago, hungering and thirsting for the Word of Life, she heard
that there were a series of meetings held at Lynn. You were
the preacher, and she was so well fed that she eagerly inquired
where she could continue to hear you. A friend told her that
she could hear you through Z. W. T. every month. Ever
since that God has fed her through your paper. When she
was rejected by every body, that spoke peace to her heart.
All was written in such a sweet spirit. The very pages seemed
illumined by the spirit of God. She cannot write at all and
can not read writing.

She has grieved because of her inability to tell you the
great comfort and joy you have been to her, under God. She
expressed her belief in the fact that there must be so very
much of which you have never known that would so greatly
encourage you, did you but know. When her boy lay dead in
her house, a crowd collected opposite and cried that they
wished it was the old devil that was dead, instead of the
young one, or she along with it. Well, the next day after
that she got the Tower. For all the sorrow she had had, it
brought great joy, and she felt lifted up. She could not
describe the gladness God sent her through it. The Lord
anointed her eyes, and she came out of the Baptist church,
and her persecutions at the hands of the Protestant religion-
ists were harder to bear than those of the Roman Catholics—
a refined cruelty. She attempted to reason with them out of
the Seriptures, but was called an ignorant Irish woman and
was rebuked for her insolence in presuming to teach them
who had been studying the Scriptures all their lifetime. But
she knew she had the truth, and counted it all joy—even her
severest trials—for they brought her nearer to God, and
taught her dependence upon Him. She was overjoyed at the
thought that at last you should know of her and of the joy
you had been the means of imparting to her.

Yes, dear Brother, you’ll find out concerning many a
weary heart comforted and cheered and helped in the struggle
against the world, the flesh and the devil, when you reach the
end of your faith. Rejoicel

Your affectionate brother in Christ, S. I. HicKEY.
Pierce City.

DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL:—What I want to tell you is this,
I am free! The truth has made me free! Today I was ex-
cluded from the Baptist church of which I have been a member
for almost twenty years, on the charge of heresy.

But they did not exclude me until I asked the privilege
of withdrawing. It came up in this way. This was regular
church meeting day (business meeting). I was present as
usual, but this time with my mind made up to explain to
them my change of views on several so-called-orthodox points.
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I waited until the regular business was transacted, hefore 1
arose to speak, and in the meantime they balloted for dele-
gates to the association. No special nominations, each mem-
ber voting for whom he chose; and when the ballot was an-
nounced, I was one of the chosen. At this point I remarked
that they would probably want to rescind their action after
hearing what I had to say. I then explained to them as
best I could parts of my belief, and ended by telling them, 1
could not be consistent in believing and teaching as I do, and
still retain my membership in the Baptist Church; in other
words, I could not be two things at once without hypocrisy.
Therefore, I asked the privilege of withdrawing my name from
the church roll. I told them that my action was prompted
by a sense of duty, and not that I held aught against any
of them; for, said I, you have all been kind to me, and my
relations as a member of your body, have ever been most
pleasant. I believe that many of you are Christians, but
blinded; and in one sense of the word, it is no easy matter
for me to sever my connection with you, for I leave among
you my dear old gray-headed mother and father, sisters, wife,
and many of my dearest friends. But brethren! Jesus said,
“He who is not willing to leave all these for my sake is not
worthy of me.” Then I sat down. Quite a number were in
tears, including our pastor; and after the question was dis
cussed, and regrets expressed on my strange action, it was
decided to ewclude me for heresy. But before the question
was put, a good old brother arose and suggested that I be
given a letter, not of dismissal, but a letter showing that I
was not excluded on account of any misconduct, but simply
on account of refusing to believe and teach Baptist doctrine.
But the suggestion was nof acted on, and the vote for ex-
clusion was unanimous. In regard to the letter suggested by
the brother, I will here state, I did not expect and do not
want anything of the kind. I then handed to the Assistant
Superintendent of 8. S. my written resignation as Supt. of
Pierce City Baptist Sabbath School, and in a few days I
expect to hand in my resignation as Treasurer of the Baptist
College at this place. And so I am alone in the ‘“flesh,” but
not in the “spirit.” I believe Jesus of Nazareth is with me.
And I believe he will continue to walk with me, if T hold
fast to the faith first delivered to the saints. Pray for me.

I have about 30 DAwWNS loaned out. One Baptist sister, to
whom I loaned one, said to me since my exclusion, I believe
the doctrine taught in that book you loaned me, and in a
short time I expect to do as you have done, withdraw from
the Baptist Church. Her name is on the enclosed list of
subscribers to the TOWER.

May God bless you and us all in the work, is my prayer.
J. W. B

VoL. X
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No. 5

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

Look up your memorandum; see whether your subscrip-
tion is expired. Did you renew it for the present year?

It is past our usual time for revising our list and striking
off the names of all who have not renewed their subscription
for the present year. We must do so now. None need expect
the next issue, except those who have renewed in one of the
three following ways:—

1st, By paying the amount due in advance; or

2nd, By sending a card or letter, saying—“Please renew
my subscription for the ToweR for the present year. I cannot
conveniently send the money at present, but will do so as
soon as possible—I hope during the year;” or

3d, By sending a card or letter to the Tower Tract So-
CIETY, saying, “I am so circumstanced that I cannot pay for
the WarcE Tower for the present year— (aged, invalid or
whatever)—Yet I am deeply interested in its teachings, and

FOR THIS YEAR

desire that my subscription shall be paid for out of the
Tract fund, as one of the Lord’s poor.

This arrangement complies with both the letter and spirit
of the Postal Law, yet provides amply for all the truth-
hungry; for none are so poor as to be unable to purchase a
postal card. And all such orders, without money, are as
promptly and carefully attended to, as those which contain
money. If you need to avail yourself of this arrangement for
the Lord’s poor, do not let a false pride hinder you. Consider
that it is of the Lord and not of us, though through us, that
the favor comes. It is because we partake of his spirit that
we take pleasure in distributing the truth to you, regardless
of your ability to share in the cost of the service. Be free
then, to accept of our offer. We well know that all of the
saints would rather, far. contribute to the Tract Fund than
receive from it—hence we urge you thus to partake of the
bounties of our Master’s table, if you have a relish for the
food there supplied.

OUR SPECIAL ISSUE

FOR APRIL AND MAY

360 PAGES MAGAZINE FORM TO PAID UP SUBSCRIBERS ONLY

So many appeals have come to hand, from those who feel
that they cannot afford to purchase MILLENNIAL DAwnN
Vol. II. in cloth binding, desiring that “The Time is at Hand”
be issued in magazine form, to bring it within the reach of
all, that we have concluded to issue it as we did Vol. I,
“The Plan of the Ages;” viz., as a special issue of the
WarcH Tower.

It is proposed, therefore, that it shall represent the April

and May issues, Nos. 6 and 7, of Tower Vol. X. We expect to
mail it about April 15th next to all whose subscriptions on
our books shall stand renewed for 1889, as above explained,
on the first day of April next.

All whose subscriptions for the TowWER come in after May
Ist, ’89, will be expected to pay 25 cents for this special
issue, or 75 cents for this year from Jan’y forward.

This special issue will of course be a great expense to us,
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but reflecting that about two thousand, now on our poor list,
would not, possibly, otherwise get the important truths which
Vol. II. presents, decided us that such a course would be to
the Lord’s glory. Many of these have waited long for this
“meat,” hoping that the Lord would provide it for them in
some manner. And we would have presented this subject-
matter long ago, in TowERS of the usual shape and size, but
the subject is such, and so connected, that much of its
strength and force would be lost, if spread over a year’s issues
of the TowWER, Besides, the subjects are such as will need to
be referred to continually, and this would be less convenient
in our usual shape. In fact, all who can afford it, should
also have both “The Plan of the Ages” and “The Time at
Hand” in cloth binding, for preservation and frequent refer-
ence. And such will surely want some extra copies for their
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friends, if they appreciate the various subjects therein treated.

Do not hasten through, in reading The Time at Hand.
The subjects will require at least two readings to get their
force and beauty. And you will probably find, as so many
have written of DAwN VoL. I, that the second or third read-
ing was even more enjoyable and profitable than the first.
So then, the two months which that special issue will supply,
April and May, can be abundantly and profitably occupied by
the study of its topics—a subject of deep interest to all who
have caught a glimpse of the Plan of the Ages, and seen
that in its sublime culmination, in the Millennium, center all
our good hopes. None such can be indifferent to whatever
testimony our Heavenly Father may have supplied us with, in
the Scripture, touching the time for the beginning of the
Restitution work of blessing.

ANNIVERSARY OF OUR LORD'S DEATH

For the sake of new readers we mention that it is our
custom to commemorate our Lord’s death once a year, upon
the recurrence of its anniversary.

To all who truly realize that the “wages of sin is death”
—and that the ransom given for all, by our dear Redeemer,
was his life,—his death, his cross, must always be the central
point of interest from which all our hopes of future life and
blessing emanate. All such will esteem it a privilege to com-
memorate the dying love, the redeeming love, the enduring
love. the powerful love manifested at Calvary. Greater love
hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends. But the love of God is specially commendable, as
beyond all other loves in that it was while we were yet
sinners and enemies, that Christ died for us, the just for
the unjust, that he might lead us to God; that he might
have the right and opportunity of effecting human restitution
to the state of perfection and harmony with God, forfeited
by Adam’s transgression.

As foreseeing this desire in his loyal followers, and as
indicating his approval of it, and the propriety of it, our
Lord instituted that very simple, yet very impressive re-
membrancer known as “The Last Supper.” It was instituted
the day before the beginning of the Passover Festival,—in
the same night in which he was betrayed, and in the same
day in which he was crucified;—the 14th day of the month
Nisan.

The Hehrews reckoned their day differently from what we
do. With them it began at sunset or at 6 o’clock P. M.
Thus it was thal our Lord and the apostles could eat the Last
Supper probably about 8 o’clock, then go to the Garden of
Gethsemane, to Pilate and Herod and be crucified the same day
in the afternoon. Probably it was in view of the fact that
hoth the symholic supper in commemoration of our Lord’s
death. and the death itself, might be upon one and the same
day, that the Hebrews had the custom mentioned, of reckoning
the 24-hour day as beginning with the night. Again, the
night represents the dark period of sin, and sleep in death,
to be followed by the glorious and everlasting day, of resur-
rection and heavenly light and blessing, which begins with
the rising of the Millennial Sun of Righteousness with healing
in his beams.

The fact that the Lord instituted his memorial supper
of bread and wine as taking the place of the Paschal Supper
of the literal lamb, coupled with the fact that the Passover
lamb and the deliverance from .Egypt which followed the
eating of it, were typical of the Lamb of God and the
deliverance of all who partake of his merits, leads us to
recognize the propriety of commemorating on itz anniversary,
the death of its antitype, “the Lamb of God who taketh away
the sin of the world,” as the only intended and proper and
cignificant time. We believe, too, that this was what our
Lord intended to be understood by his words, “As oft as ye
do this, do it in remembrance of me;” 4. e, as often as ye
celebrate this Passover Supper, henceforth, you who believe in
me as the antitype, the Lamb of God, should think of me
and the real passing over due at the resurrection, and not any
longer do this in commemoration of the typical lamb and
the tvpical deliverance from Egypt.

Christians in every age have recognized the propriety of
celebrating in some manner this great event of Calvary, and
the purchase of the life of the world there effected; and many
commemorate ‘“Good Friday” and “Easter Sunday” in re-
membhrance of the crucifixion and resurrection. But as for
celebrating the Lord’s death in the Supper, upon its anni-
versary, the very commemoration which he approved, that
ha< been lost sight of for now nearly sixteen hundred years.
It was dropped from policy, for two reasons: First, because

(12)

of the animosity engendered between professed Christians and
Jews: to cut the cord which would link the new religion
with the old, for fear of the influence of other Jewish rites
and customs over Christians; and secondly, because when
Papacy had general control the “Sacrifice of the Mass” (which
claims to be a fresh sacrifice of Christ repeatedly) was sub-
stituted for the one and true death, which alone and once
for all time, taketh away the sins of the world.

Protestants coming out of papal darkness generally saw
enough to lead them to reject the Mass—‘the abomination”—
and to re-establish the Lord’s Supper in much of its early
simplicity. They are in doubt, however, as to how often it is
proper to celebrate it; some doing so every Sunday, some
monthly, some quarterly, etc.

Scripture evidence upon the subject, however, removes all
doubts and conjectures, and presents the ordinance in its
primitive simplicity, and full of typical significance. As this
subject was treated at some length in our issue of March
1888, we refer new readers to the article, “This Do in
Remembrance of Me,” in that number. We have a few copies
on hand which we will be pleased to supply gratis, to such as
are desirous of studying the subject from this standpoint.

It is our custom to celebrate this event on its anniversary
as reckoned by the Jews—the reckoning followed by the
apostles and the early church in general—lunar, not solar
time. Following the lunar time exactly, as the early church
did, the celebration may fall upon any one of the days of
the week.* This year it will be upon Sunday evening April
14th (after six o’clock). At six o’clock of that evening, the
14th day of the Hebrew month Nisan begins, and lasts until
Monday evening at six o’clock, where the 15th of Nisan com-
mences the first day of the seven days festival of the Jews.
called the Feast of Passover. We, however, do not celebrate
their feast, neither do we use the literal lamb. Ours is the
antitypical, the true Lamb of God, of whom the bread and
wine are but emblems. And by and by we shall celebrate the
antitype of their seven days feast of rejoicing, when all of
God’s people (all who have and will come into harmony with
him, typified by Israel), shall have passed the Red sea of
sin and its consequence, death, and stand on its further shore;
and when Satan and all his willing followers with their
slings and spears and chariots of evil device, who now seek
to hold in bondage, the first-born (the church) and all who
desire to follow them and to serve the Lord, shall be finally
and everlastingly overwhelmed in death-—the lasting or second
death. These and their final destruction were typified by
Pharaoh and his horsemen, overwhelmed in the Red sea.
From that calamity all who were under the blood of the Lamb
were saved,—not only the first-born saved (spared) in that
night (the present Gospel age), but also all the hosts of the
Lord who followed their lead the next (the Millennial)
morning.

Wherever two or three or more believers in the efficacy of
the precious blood of our Lamb can do so, let them not forget
to assemble themselves and “do this” in remembrance of him
who did so much for us. But while desirous of thus meeting
as many members of the Lord’s body as possible, do not urge
any, nor feel that numbers, or the presence of any particular
one of your company, is essential; indeed meet the Lord
alone and celebrate his great sacrifice if you can find no
others near you who would enjoy the privilege with you.

Think not that the handling and commemorating of this
simple ordinance belongs to a special class, called the “clergy,”
as some teach and as many believe. The Lord recognizes no

* Those who commemorate Good Friday, Easter Sunday, etc., also
rec}(on by lunar time, but not exactly, for they take for their anniver-
saries the Friday and Sunday nearest to the exact lunar date.
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such caste among his true followers, but declares, “all ye are
brethren, and one is your Master, even Christ.” All ye are
ministers (servants) of Christ; all ye are preachers (de-
clarers) of the good tidings, showing it in your cheerful
words and looks and deeds, as well as telling it with your
tongues and pens and through the printed page; all ye are
priests, not of human ordination, but by divine acceptance
as members of the body of our great High Priest—“the High
Priest of our order”—“the Royal Priesthood” “after [likel
the order of Melchizedee.”—Matt. 23:8; Rev. 1:6; Heb. 3:1;
4:14; 7:21,

But while not seeking the company of any but the con-
secrated, be not close-communionists; attempt not to decide
the rights of others at the Lord’s table. If some of whom
you disapprove draw near and desire to commemorate, remem-
ber that one at the table with the Lord was a deceiver and
that very night betrayed him for money. If the Lord endured
Judas, until the devil whom he served led him to “go out,” so
can you wait for the separation to come voluntarily, on the
part of a similar class now.

It has been the custom of the church at Allegheny to invite
all who can do so to meet with us here, to celebrate, and so
far as possible to entertain those who come from a distance;
and this invitation is warmly extended again, this year.
Come, all who can; that we may celebrate our Redeemer’s
sacrifice, and in the three days following contemplate its full-
ness and sufficiency—as regards the consecrated church now,
and as regards “all the families of the earth” shortly. Wait
not for any further or private invitation. All who come will
be welcomed, and this is your special invitation. But, let
none come with bitterness of heart, or pride, or vain-glory;
but with hearts overflowing with love to the Redeemer, and
full of desire to know him, and to know his will and plan
and our respective privileges therein more perfectly, let us
meet.

Decide as soon as possible whether you can probably come.
If you think you will come, please write us a letter or postal
card on this one subject alone. Give your address very plainly
and mention if others will be with you, what railroad youn
will take, and when you expect to arrive here.

In reply to inquiries, whether there will be an opportunity
during the meeting for water baptism (in symbolization of
the real baptism or immersion into Christ-—into his death)
we would say, Yes! good opportunity. Both the “Baptists”
and the “Disciples” have kindly placed their baptistries,
robes, etc., at our disposal, for several years past. So many
as feel that they have already been immersed into Christ,
and are desirous of following the example of the Lord and
the apostles, in the water symbol, will have the opportunity
afforded them in the afterncon of Sunday April 14th. All
such are requested to study the subject carefully with their
Bible, Concordance and the {/Iay 1888 WarcH Tower. Twenty-
three rejoicingly availed themselves of this privilege just
before our last Anniversary Supper. But we urge no one to
thus openly confess his consecration. Nor do we make it a
test of fellowship: we believe, however, that sooner or later
the fully consecrated will be led to see the beauty and
propriety of the water symbol, and that whenever seen it
becomes a test of the depth of our consecration, the reality of
our death with Christ to the world and its opinions.

The bread used by the Lord was unleavened bread, bread
made without yeast rising, much like water crackers but in
large thin sheets. If you can procure such bread from a
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Hebrew family, do so; or if more convenient use water crack-
ers. Not that it is essential to have bread made without
yeast, for “we are not under Law” but controlled by love
and privilege in this, as in the matter of the time of observing
the supper. But as we desire to observe at the proper time,
when we see its special appropriateness, so in the matter of
the bread, when we see it to be a symbol or representation of
our Lord’s body, and when we learn that leaven or yeast is
used in the Scriptures as a symbol of corruption and sin, we
naturally desire to use as pure a bread-symbol as we can
conveniently obtain, to represent the pure One—holy, harm-
less, undefiled, and separate from the race of sinners.

The wine used by our Lord, to represent his shed blood,
we have no doubt was made (as “orthodox” Hebrews still
make their Passover wine) without any yeast or leaven being
added to the grape juice to hasten fermentation. But never-
theless it was fermented wine; the elements of fermentation
inhering in the grape juice, led by slower process to fermenta-
tion and clarification, and thus it became “wine.” But while
it is clear to us, that the wine used by our Lord at the
Supper, was pure wine (but not simple grape juice, which
would not keep without fermentation from fall to spring)
and of the same sort mentioned elsewhere in Scripture, an
excess of which would make drunk (Eph. 5:18; John 2:10;
Luke 5:39), still, we feel convinced, as we view the havoc
made by the adulterated wines and liquors of commerce, and
the wrecking of health and homes which it has accomplished
and is accomplishing, that our Lord would neither use those
adulterated and injurious wines as a symbol of his precious
life-giving blood, nor any other, even pure wine, calculated to
awaken or revive an appetite for alcoholic liquors. We be-
lieve that he would regard in this matter the growing weak-
ness of our dying race. And when we thus judge of our Lord’s
sentiments on the subject, and reflect that the celebration of
his death in the use of emblems is not a command, but a
privilege, we see that as it would not be wrong for us to use
leavened bread, so it would not be a wrong, nor a neglect of
the ordinance, for us to use something that will not tempt
any, as a substitute for the wine; especially as this principle
is strongly inculcated by the apostle, who says, “It is good
neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby
thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.,” “If
meat make my brother to offend, I will eat no flesh while
the world standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.”—
Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 8:13.

What can we use instead of wine? We can do as the
Hebrews used to do during the Passover week in which all
leaven was forbidden them under the law. If their supply of
wine ran short and they could obtain no more into which
they were certain that no leaven or yeast had been put to
hasten fermentation, they made of raisins a substitute for
wine, equally a “fruit of the vine.” We can all easily do the
same. Get the common raisins, which are strongest in sugar,
and after stewing them in a little water strain off and use the
juice. And will not this be as really a “fruit of the vine” as
though it were real wine? Therefore while not claiming that
our Lord and the apostles used raisin juice or grape juice,
but the real wine, we believe that because of our climate,
and the push, drive and fast living of our day, and the present
weakness of self-control among men, the Lord would approve
our use of the raisin juice fruit of the vine, rather than real
wine, because of the changed circumstances.

ENTERTAINMENT AT THE MEETING

For some years past a few of the friends at Allegheny
have attempted to entertain all the visitors at these anni-
versary meetings, but as our gatherings increase each year,
and will probably be much larger this year, this will be no
longer possible.

It is proposed this year to divide this honor of serving the
Lord’s body, so as to give a larger number a share in the
privilege, by dividing the visitors. One of the marks of
female saintship in the early church was, “if she have washed
the saints’ feet.” (1 Tim. 65:10.) Feet-washing being a
necessity of that time, became a synonym of service and
kindly hospitality, To illustrate this same principle of service
and humility, our Lord used this same custom on the night
of the Last Supper: and the entertainment of any of the
household of faith, is really the fulfillment of our Lord’s in-
junction, “See that ye wash one another’s feet.” But none
should be permitted to overdo themselves in this blessed
service, nor to deprive themselves of the spiritual communion
of the meetings: to this end all have been urged to make

only very simple arrangements, that both visitors and enter-
tainers may have their principal feast upon the spiritual
meat. Come then, expecting a warm welcome to such plain
things as we have ourselves.

Endeavor to reach Allegheny on Saturday afternoon or
evening, April 13th, and come direct to our office.

Those who may arrive on Sunday morning, April 14th.
should come direct to our Meeting Room, No. 101 Federal
Street, Allegheny, where there will be meetings at 10 A. M..
2 P. M., Baptism service at 4:30 P. M., and the Anniversary
services at 7:30 P. M. The hours for meetings on succeeding
days will be arranged later.

For the information of the friends, we announce, that we
have arranged with restaurant-keepers here, so that all can
have dinner and supper, near our hall, at 10 cents each.—
no more than care-fare would cost you: the difference being
made up by some of the friends here. Come to the morning
meeting, therefore, with all your arrangements made to spend
the entire day in spiritual communion.
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ENTERING IN

“Why don’t you enter in?

Into the work that calls for you,

Into the promises grand and true,

Into the inheritance that waits:

Why stand and weep without the gates,
O sorrowing one?

“You say you cannot see
Why, if He loves, He grieves you so,
Why thro’ this path He made you go;
O if you’ll enter in today,
He’ll show you in His own sweet way,
Dear suffering one.

“But you will enter in,
1 am so sure, some blissful day,
And then, you’ll joy to hear Him say,
Why you have suffered and wept so sore,
And you will see your sorrow was the door
To let you in.

“He lets us in,—
O Alchemist divine, O wondrous sight!
Our counted tears all changed to jewels bright,
When we have entered in the secret place,
Where He reveals the wonders of His grace.
Then we can see the “all things” of His Word!
When we have fully entered into the will of God.”

—~8elected.

OUR BODY, NOW AND HEREAFTER

“For our conversation [lit. community—the government or polity in which we are sharers] is in heaven, from whence also
we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change our vile [[ignoble] body that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unte himself.”—Phil. 3:20, 21.

There is a very general misunderstanding among Christians
with reference to the body here mentioned by the apostle. He
is here supposed to teach that these human bodies are to be
changed and made like Christ’s glorious body; and that the
promise is to all of mankind who will be saved. But, while
it is true, and elsewhere taught, that the “little flock” shall
be changed and given spiritual bodies like that of Christ, and
that they will thus be Uke him, yet, this is not what the
apostle is here teaching. It should be noticed that the word
body is not plural, but singular; and that this letter is
addressed to the saints in Christ. And since the apostle
likens the church to a human body, the head of which
represents our Lord, and the various other members the
individual members of the church, we are warranted from the
context in believing that the body to which he here refers, is
the church, and that this is another instance in which he
employs this figure.

The body or the church, in its present condition, is called
a vile body, not because it is actually vile, but because it is
so considered by the world. In the Emphatic Diaglott it is
translated, “the body of our humiliation.” And this body,
the church, which in God’s estimation is a holy body, a body
justified, and consecrated to his service, and therefore accept-
able to him, and by him anointed for the glorious work of
carrying into execution his great plan of salvation by the
restitution of all things, iz to be changed from its present
condition of humiliation to a glorious condition—to a condi-
tion suitable to its real character, and the high position it is
destined to fill as the bride of Christ.

While, in God’s estimation, the church is now regarded
from the standpoint of her future exaltation as a glorious
body, yet now, in the estimation of men, she is despised,
rejected and hated, as was her Lord; because the world knows
her not even as it knew him not. The world does not realize
that this body, now in humiliation, is a body of kings and
priests who shall by and by bear rule over angels and men.
If they thought so. the saints would be very differently re-
garded and treated. They have found their Lord’s prediction
fully verified in their experience,—“Ye shall be hated of all
men for my name’s sake.” (Matt. 10:22.) They must, how-
ever, be patient in their humiliation and suffering unto the
coming of the Lord. Their exaltation and glory is not due
until then.

Though our Lord was changed from his condition of
humiliation, and highly exalted to his present glorious condi-
tion nearly two thousand years ago, mankind in general is not
even yet aware of his exaltation. Though they hear the
church speak of it, they see no evidence of it, and have no
faith in what they hear. The time when his glory will be
manifested to all, so that none shall fail to recognize it, will
be at his second advent; and we are further assured that the
church’s exaltation and glory shall occur, and shall be mani-
fested at the same time—“When Christ . . . . shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.” (Col. 3:4.)
Then, the church shall in reality be a glorious body, a body
suitable in every way for the high position she shall fill as
the bride of Christ—the companion of the Son of God for all
eternity, his joint-heir in all things, and his efficient and
thoroughly capable co-worker in the great mission to which
Jehovah hath appointed the Christ—head and body—bride-
groom and bride. Together they shall constitute the great
Prophet, Priest and King whom Jehovah hath anointed; and
their glory shall appear to all intelligent creatures in heaven
and in earth,

But before this glorious exaltation, must come the deep
humiliation of every member; and if we have no part in
the humiliation, we have no share in the glory; for only the
meek, the humble, faithful ones who prove their loyalty to
the divine will by most severe and humbling tests, will be
worthy. They must manifest their disposition toward God by
obedience even unto death; strengthened while walking down
into the very depths of humiliation, by faith in the promise
of God, to exalt them in due time. We must close our eyes
and ears to the world, let them think and talk of us as they
will, only giving no real occasion, by any actions which our
enlightened conscience cannot approve. We must be willing to
be counted a “vile body,” the refuse and dross of society, the
offscouring of the church, and as fools and fanatics to be
persecuted for righteousness’ sake. We must be willing to do
good, to forward the truth and to suffer for it, and to continue
on in the course directed by God, regardless of the losses and
sufferings it will cost; through all waiting patiently, until in
his own good time, God shall make our righteousness to shine
forth as the noon-day, and silence all our opposers.—Psa. 37:6.

Not forgetting that there is but one such body let us look
about us to discover it. Is it the great Roman Catholic
Church ?—or the Episcopal, or the Lutheran, or the Baptist,
or the Methodist, or the Congregational, or any of the numer-
ous other religious “bodies” or organizations known by dis-
tinetive names? Are any of these organizations despised,
rejected and counted “vile” by the world? No, not one of
them. From the least to the greatest they are all respected,
and thought and spoken well of; but the measure of their
respect and esteem among men, is always in proportion to
their numbers and wealth., Some of the smaller organizations,
comparing their own with the larger and more influential,
might say they are lightly esteemed and less favored by the
world, but this does not answer the description of the true
church. God’s Word points out the true church, not by
naming the organization, but by naming certain features by
which it can be recognized.

First of all, he would have us bear in mind that there is
but one true church (Col. 1:24; Heb. 12:23), and that other
organizations called churches are not so recognized by him.
Secondly, that this one church which God recognizes, is only a
“little flock.” (Luke 12:32.) So we need not be on the look-
out for the largest organization as the true church of Christ.
Thirdly, we are informed, that this “little flock” does not
contain many of the rich, or great, or wise according to the
wisdom of this world. (1 Cor. 1:26.) It may contain some
of the rich and learned, but not many. The rich and learned
generally esteem the honors of this world (which their riches
and learning secure), too highly to associate themselves with
the humble and despised. Fourthly, it is shown that while
the church does not contain many of this class, it is composed
almost entirely of the poor of this world. (James 2:5.)
And though they are not generally learned, neither are they
ignorant; for they are close students of God’s Word and
learned in the Secriptures; and the heavenly wisdom derived
therefrom, gives them an education to which the wisdom of
this world can never attain.

Fifthly, all the members of this little church are to be
known, chiefly, by the spirit they manifest, which is the
spirit of Christ; for, “If any man have not the spirit of

hrist, he is none of his.” (Rom. 8:9.) He is not recognized
of God as a member of the church, however much he may
profess to be. But here there is some danger of being
mistaken, unless we observe very closely what the spirit

3) (1102}



March, 1889

of Christ is; for the world and nominal Christians have,
and very positively assert, their idea of the spirit of Christ,
and bitterly oppose those who truly manifest his spirit.
Their idea of the spirit of Christ, is simply that of a
tranquil, peaceful disposition, which manifests itself always
and only in kind deeds and kind words which the world can
recognize as such—a disposition which can never be roused to
indignation, and to words and actions manifesting it. Study
carefully the spirit manifested by our Lord, and you will
find that while he was courteous and kind, he expressed his
righteous indignation against evil-doers, and particularly
against hypocritical evil-doers, who pretended to be faith-
ful servants of God, and exemplary keepers of the law. He
never avoided declaring the truth, even though it placed
him in direct opposition to all the religious teachers of
his day. And so far from maintaining peace and order, was
the course which he pursued, that to those who had the
same idea now so prevalent—that his words and actions
should always be for peace—he said, “Think not that I
am come to send peace on earth: I came not tc send peace,
but a sword; for I am come to set a man at variance against
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and a man’s foes
shall be they of his own household. He that loveth father
or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and
he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not
worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross and fol-
loweth after me is not worthy of me.” (Matt. 10:34-37.)
Mark also, that the spirit of our Lord was one of meekness
and humility, and that so he taught his disciples, saying,
“Take my yoke upon you and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart.” In him, truth, humility and love
found an exponent, who at the same time was bold as a
lion in their true defense. Though we will not find the spirit
of the Master exactly duplicated in the members of the true
church, we will at least find in every member a measure of
that spirit, and an effort and progress toward a fuller devel-
opment of it, some being much more advanced than others.

Finally, we are told, that the true church is to be found
walking in a very narrow way which few find, and in which
fewer yet care to walk. It is the way of sacrifice, of suffering
for righteousness’ sake, and of humiliation even unto death.

This class with such experiences as we have described,
would be esteemed by the world a very miserable “body” as
well as a very ignoble one; but in this they are mistaken
also, for not only is it very honorable and destined to exceed-
ing glory and honor in God’s due time, but it is also a very
happy, joyful “body.” Those of its members who sacrifice,
suffer and endure most in the cause they serve—the Lord and
the truth—are “always rejoicing” and “in everything giving
thanks.” They have a “peace which passeth all understanding”
and a “joy which no man taketh from them;” because, having
done the Father’s will, they know of Christ’s doctrine (John
7:17), and the light of the knowledge of God as it shines
forth in Christ, hath shined into their hearts (2 Cor. 4:6),
giving beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness (Isa. 61:3), for as
much as they “know that their labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
and that what he hath promised he also will perform. Hence
these, outwardly buffeted, have the greatest peace at heart;
and these, outwardly troubled, have the deepest real joys—the
Joys of the Lord.

Here is the description of the church. But comparing
it carefully with every organization great and small, we find
that not one of them answers the description. The true church
is not a visibly organized body, and is not known among men
as a church at all. Many of its members have been, and some
still are, in the various nominal churches, and others are
separate from all of them, so that you cannot point them out
as a visible company and say to the world, This company is the
true church. But, “The Lord knoweth them that are his”
(2 Tim. 2:19), and they know each other wherever found,
by the description which God has given. During this entire
age it has been in existence, and has always been known and
loved of God and nourished and sustained by him, though its
scattered members have grown up as wheat in the midst of
tares. Now, in the time of harvest, they may be more readily
discerned as a company than ever before (except in the be-
ginning of the age, before the tares began to mix in with
them and to overshadow and hide them), because the Lord
is calling them out, and separating them from the tares; and
the table he has spread before them in the very presence of
their enemies—the glorious truths now in due season revealed
to them—is attracting them—in person so far as possible, and
into sympathy and cobperation, however far separated.
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Bear in mind, then, fellow-Christian, that this body, the
church, which is to be changed and made glorious like her
Lord, at his appearing, is now a vile (ignoble) body in the
estimation both of the world and nominal Christians; that her
present condition is as the body of humiliation; and that her
chief ambition and effort now, is to use all her powers to the
best advantage for the Master’s glory, in the advancement of
his cause and in the interests of his kingdom, rejoicing even
in the midst of present persecutions, in hope of the coming
glory, now shortly to be revealed. And if any Christian would
make his calling and election sure, he must see that he is one
of this “vile body,” bearing some of the reproach of Christ.
The present humiliation and sacrifice of the church, as well as
her more glorious future work, is all for the grand purpose
of subduing all things unto Christ. It is the indirect means
which has for its grand ultimate object the restitution of all
things,

Such being the hope of the church, her interests are not in
the things of this present time—what shall we eat, and what
shall we drink, and wherewithal shall we be clothed i—how
shall we plan for the future comforts and good things of this
life, etc., etc.? These are not the questions of chief interest
among the saints. The King and kingdom to which they owe
allegiance are heavenly, and wherever the forwarding of their
interests requires the sacrifice of earthly good things, that sac-
rifice for the object becomes a pleasure; and hence the saints
have no interests here which they do not expect to sacrifice
for the interests of that kingdom in which they shall be shar-
ers, and to which they are even now heirs and reckoned of
God as sharers. They count that already their citizenship is in
that heavenly kingdom, and that here they are merely aliens
and foreigners.

Therefore, under the kingdom of this world they have a
right to expect only such rights and privileges as are accorded
to aliens and foreigners, yet they know that even such rights
and privileges may in many cases be denied them; for now
“the kingdom of heaven [represented by the church] suffereth
violence,” and it shall continue to suffer violence to some extent
until it is set up in glory and power.

The “body” of Christ in its present condition of humilia-
tion, is actually a very imperfect body, though reckopea per-
fect through the imputed righteousness of Christ; for we have
the heavenly treasure—our new, transformed mind—in earthen
vessels, full of imperfections inherited through the fall. These
we strive continually to overcome; yet we shall never be
fully able to eradicate them all. Our weaknesses of mind and
body and bias of disposition, must be fought down, and kept
under, every inch of the way. Inherited, and formerly cul-
tivated, sinful dispositions, such as pride, love of display and
praise of men, love of ease, selfishness, indolence, and every
other sinful propensity, will prove a means of discipline to
us in our efforts to overcome them, and to oppose them by
doing the will of God. And the patience with which we bear
with each other, as we gradually grow up into Christ, will
prove the measure of our love both for each other and for
our Lord, whose we all are.

The various members of the body of Christ, knit together
in love, should bear with each other, giving and receiving re-
proof in the spirit of meekness; each being careful not to put
a stumbling-block or cause of effense in his brother’s way; or
if he has unwittingly done so, to quickly remove it as soon
as he is made conscious of it. We are not to judge one an-
other after the flesh but after the spirit, remembering that the
flesh warreth against the spirit, and that it requires a desper-
ate struggle in many cases to keep it down. If a brother
through the weakness of the flesh has stumbled, remember it
was through his weakness, and be patient and helpful, unless
he manifests no disposition to regret it or to reform, in which
case he needs counsel and reproof; for unless he reform he
will be considered by the Lord as unworthy and will be cut off
from the body.

In the preceding verses, Paul speaks of some in his day.
who after identifying themselves with the church, became the
enemies of the cross of Christ by walking after the flesh and
minding earthly things, and shows that the end of such a
course is destruction. He warned the church against such.
that they might not assimilate with, or recognize them, or be
deceived by them into the idea that we can mind the earthly
things, giving our effort and time and attention and interest
to them, and still be of the little flock which God recognizes
as his church, the body of Christ.

Our citizenship is in heaven and all our interests are there,

while here we are mere strangers and pilgrims, living only
for that which is beyond.
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CHRISTIAN WOMEN AS REAPERS IN THE GOSPEL HARVEST

Now we wish to talk a little to those sisters in Christ
who have some talents, however great or small, which they
desire to make use of in the interest of the great harvest
work. We have nothing to say at present to those Christian
women who find both the center and circumference of their de-
sires and efforts to do good, within the comparatively narrow
sphere of home, except that they are living far below their
privilege, and that selfishness, and not the glory of God chiefly,
is the mainspring of their efforts whether they yet realize the
fact or not.

Let us not be too quick to conclude that we have no talents.
All the called ones have at least one, though the majority have
more. Remember that health, money, time, influence, mental
activity, education, and every advantage we possess, is a talent,
to be used or abused. And while we should not think of our-
selves more highly than we ought to think, neither should
we underrate our abilities. We should think of ourselves
soberly, and take as nearly as possible a correct estimate, in
order that we may make the best possible use of our powers.

We have heretofore shown the principles which should
govern Christian women in all their work—that modesty of
demeanor, dress, ete., should always be observed, and that
everything approaching a boastful, heady, high-minded spirit
should be studiously avoided. Bearing this in mind, let us
inquire then—In what way can we do harvest work to the
best advantage?

On this point several suggestions might be made. They
will not fit every case and some of them may be impracticable
in many cases, but we can make use of any or all of them
as we find ability and opportunity. We should not forget
that the strongest influence is generally that which comes
closest to the heart, and here is woman’s opportunity. The
truth may be presented ever so clearly and eloquently in a
public discourse, and the majority of its hearers will soon for-
get it in the multitude of other cares. But a woman whose
heart is filled with the truth and spirit of the truth, can
drop in for a neighborly call and brush away the rubbish of
care, water the seed with a little Christian sympathy, warm
it with the happy sunshine of her living faith, and loosen
the soil about it by tenderly showing how helpful such a faith
is in lightening the cares of life, and how much it has done
for herself in this way.

A woman’s natural and quick perception, too, generally
shows her how far to go, and when to stop. Cultivate this
faculty; it is a natural talent to be used for the Master’s
glory.

Then, is any one sick in your neighborhood? you are
generally welcome with your helping hand, your -cheerful
smile, and words of comfort, both to the sick and to the anx-
ious friends who watch over them. Let your words be seasoned
with the hope of the gospel, in such measure as may be most
helpful to them, while your kindly offices give them confidence
in your Christian spirit of love and self-sacrifice, and prepare
the soil for the reception of the truth. Sometimes you will
find it expedient to thus prepare the soil by more or less ac-
quaintance before you drop any of the seeds into it. In this
be wise and harmless, as the Master directs, but not too slow
and over cautious else you will fail of your important work.

Then remember, “the poor you have always with you;” and
generally they are the class most ready to receive the truth.
Some of them may be rough and rude and by no means con-
genial to your tastes. And when you were of the world you
may have shunned them, and thus incurred their displeasure.
Ah, what a mission you have here! and what a test, too, of
vour standing, and measure of your growth. Stop first and
measure yourself, before you think of what you can accomplish
in this way. Is your former pride crucified, so that you would
not be ashamed to be seen with that coarse, uncouth neighbor,
or to be called her friend, if thereby you ean feed her with the
bread of life? Would you be ashamed to say before your
friends, as the Lord said to Zaccheus (Luke 19:5), I will dine
with thee today or Thou shalt dine with me? Have you learned
to mind not high things, but to condescend to men and women
of low estate, for the privilege of helping them up? (Rom.
12:16.) —and that, too, not in a condescending patronizing
way, but with true sisterly sympathy and love, manifested in
vour kindly courteous manner, plainness of dress, and simplic-
ity of home appointments?

If 80, you can carry the blesssed tidings to many a lowly,
and to many a wretched home. And among them you will
occasionally find one of the Lord’s precious jewels, perhaps
unfortunately united to a depraved character who calls him-
self hushand. though he never knew the meaning of the name.
and never filled the office. Crushed under a load of care and
sorrow, and shunned by the more fortunate, what a comfort

and blessing you may be, with your true friendship and the
good tidings of great joy.

Then there are children in your neighborhood. The chil-
dren of the rich you may not be able to reach, but the chil-
dren of the poor may be reached, if you use tact and dis-
cretion. You might gather a class of children about you to
meet with yours at stated times, and then tell them the old,
old story in as pleasing and simple a way as you can. In-
spire the little ones with the hope of the glorious restitution
of all things to Edenic glory and beauty. Paint the glowing
details before the simple mind of childhood and let them carry
it home, being careful not to give meat too strong. Your
own children, too, carefully instructed, may be little mes-
sengers of God. If they like the service, tell them they are
God’s little angels (messengers) and all their little services are
appreciated in heaven, where their names are written and they
are personally beloved.

As to your children’s associations, you need to bear in
mind that “evil communications corrupt good manners;” and,
therefore, in the impressible period of childhood it will not
do to let your children mingle indiscriminately with others,
much as you may love the parents and desire to show yourself
friendly to them and theirs. Indeed they will be better, es-
pecially in these days, to be kept to themselves as much as
possible. And if your principles on this point are made known
to your friends, they will not misunderstand, but will prob-
ably endeavor to imitate you. On very special occasions,
however, you might find it expedient to call in your neigh-
bors’ children, even if they are rude and ill-mannered, that
yours may treat them kindly and show themselves iriendly.
Under your eye, politeness and kindness and good feeling will
readily take the place of rude ways. The strongest characters
to resist evil are not those who never meet it, but those who
do meet it, and overcome it. If your children at school and
in the neighborhood meet rude children, and their rudeness is
never commented upon or discountenanced by you, they will
surely imitate it. Yet such comments should always be with
charity and pity, and should never be made beiore others.
While you teach your children to dislike the evil, teach them
also to love and pity the evil-doer, as God does, and to study
how they may help them. Be on the alert for all such op-
portunities, and by so doing you will develop strong char-
acters able to resist the evil, which sooner or later they must
meet, and to overcome it with good. Thus trained, you will
soon have them as active co-workers with you and with God
in the great work.

1f worldly ambitions for your children as well as for your-
self, have been sacrificed—as they must be with the faithful,
consecrated ones—and your chief desire for them is to have
them faithful, humble and competent servants of God, you have
here a grant opportunity to prove your faithfulness—or vice
versa; and it will affect all your plans for them. As a gerv-
ant of God you will bring them up as near to his idea as
possible, teaching them that the adornments of the mind and
heart are the chief adornments in God’s sight.

Another quiet unobtrusive way of working would be to
visit the various churches, particularly their prayer and con-
ference meetings and the Methodist class meetings, dropping
a seasonable word where you can, and observing those who
appear to be most earnest and devoted to the Lord, in order
that you may acquaint yourself with them, or hand or mail
them something to read, or visit them.

Then again, there are both friends and strangers near and
far, who may be reached both by personal letters and printed
matter. Here lies a wonderful fruitful field of labor—practi-
cally unlimited. Mark, too, your privilege of spreading the
cheerful meal-—not elaborately, but plainly, and such as the
humblest might imitate—and calling in, not your friends and
rich neighbors, but any of God’s children without respect to
their earthly condition, who may be blessed by such a season
of communion with saints. And verily, you shall not lose
your reward, even in the present life. Remember, too, the
old proverb which you can apply to advantage in the Lord’s
service, viz., If you would have friends you must show your-
self friendly. Teach the little ones too, to enjoy and assist
in such hospitality with you; and show them that this is the
way, God’s way, for us to find real happiness—in blessing and
serving each other.

On such and all occagions discountenance everything approach-
ing gossip, and show most decidedly that you have neither
an ear nor a tongue for any such thing, and make some
features of the truth, or of the harvest work, the topic of con-
versation.

In such ways the busiest mothers may find places for
profitable investments of their talents. With such at his
coming the Lord finds his own, with interest.
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Then, in addition to these ways, in which it would seem
very many could engage, there are the more fruitful means,
such as those free from domestic encumbrances find—in can-
vassing town and city and country, and spreading the truth
broadcast in printed form, leaving it to do its blessed work in
silence, or to be watered and cultivated by some neighborly
Christians who see in this their opportunity for service. But
the above means will be open to the greatest number.

Some, not fully understanding the spirit of consecration,
may feel inclined like a certain class mentioned in one of our
Lord’s parables, to at once make excuse, saying, “I have no
time, no money to spare for feasting friends and neighbors,
too much opposition at home to eclaim such privileges, no
talent to talk the truth. I do not like to associate with peo-
ple T have always considered beneath me, or to have my chil-
dren mingle with theirs. I have no special aptitude to serve
the sick, and my neighbors are generally well again, before
I know they have been sick, ete.”

Well then, my dear friend, the principal difficulty with you
is that you are not very anxious to find work in the vine-
yard; and if so, then you are not wanted there. Where there
is a will, there is always a way to do something. You have
not much time, but by economy of labor, in simplicity of
house-keeping, or cooking, or dress, etc., by regularity and sys-
tem, by seasonable times for rising and retiring, etc., and in
various ways you can gain some time. If you have but little
means, do not be too proud to be hospitable in a plain sim-
ple way. The Lord and his discipies often had nothing more
than bread and fish. You have opposition from the worldly-
minded in your home, but why allow all your rights to be
rudely trampled under foot? If you have faithfully served
the interests of husband and family these many years, or if
as a young mother and wife, you are doing so now, it is your
right and privilege to extend your simple hospitality to your
friends as well as theirs. And you should claim and use the
right. As your children grow up let them see that you expect
their services, and while they are growing speak of the
time when you will need it. Train them to the idea of reliev-
ing the cares of father and mother as soon as they are able.
And as they are able, put little responsibilities on them, and
use the time so gained in the Master’s service. Some selfish,
worldly husbands need to have this thought kept before them,
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too; for many such will see a faithful wife plod on year after
year under burdens which they would not touch, and then feel
that they are greatly wronged, if she seeks to have them light-
ened, when such a thing is possible. But remember that our
first allegiance is to our heavenly Bridegroom; and where his
counsel is called in question, there is but one proper course, and
that is, loyalty to him at any cost. For this same reason,
that you may have more time for the Lord’s special work, be
less particular than you would prefer to be about non-
essential features of your housekeeping. Do not be too hard
to please in your house assistant. She will not do the work so
well, or systematically as you have done it yourself; but be
satisfied with the best she can do under your direction and
training.

You will probably find, too, after faithfully making the ef-
fort a few times, that you have a better talent for talking
of the truth than you now know of. Indeed you will often
surprise yourself; for the Lord has promised you a mouth
and wisdom that none of your adversaries can gainsay or
resist. Sometimes you will find your opportunity best used
in reading to others, or in merely talking enough to introduce
the reading matter, and to lead your neighbor or friend to
investigate.

The excuse that you do not like to associate with some of
the humble ones, savors both of the spirit of the world, and
also of a seemingly necessary prudence; and therefore it may
be well to consider it carefully. The first thought is of the
old nature—an outcropping of its pride and high-minded-
ness. Resist it, remembering the Master’s words:—“Except ye
be converted and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven. Whosover shall humble himself
as a little child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven. And whosoever shall receive one such little child (a
humble teachable believer, or one likely to receive the truth)
receiveth me.”—Matt. 18:3-5.

Thus, in very many humble ways, the watchful faithful
stewards will find opportunities to invest their talents with a
good hope of considerable interest. He that is faithful in that
which is least, will be faithful also in much. (Matt. 25:
21, 23.) Study to show yourself a workwoman approved unto
God. Mes. C. T. R.

THE REST OF THE DEAD

“But the rest of the dead lived not again, until the thousand years were finished.”

The reader is reminded that these words, though given
as part of Rev. 20:5 in our common version Bibles, are not
found in the oldest and most reliable Greek manuseripts;—
in none written prior to the fifth century, nor even in Vatican
MS. 1160, of the eleventh century; neither does the Syriac MS,
contain these words: but many MSS,, not so old nor so exact
generally, do contain the words, Whether they were originally
a memorandum by some copyist, who thus commented for his
own subsequent rememberance and jotted down his thought of
the meaning of the text, afterward copied by others as part
of the text, or whether the words really belong to the text
and were accidentally omitted from the best, oldest and most
reliable manuscripts, we will know, when we know all things.
To us, these facts are of sufficient weight to warrant the con-
clusion that they are spurious.

However, for the sake of those not so fully convinced, let
us here consider the words as though they were part of
John’s inspired revelation. And it will be seen that even if
they are not spurious, but properly of the text, yet they are
in perfect harmony with the plan of the ages. The difficulty
in the minds of those troubled by this expression, arises
mainly from their failure to fully appreciate the terms “lived”
and “resurrection.”

The passage when rightly understood is not at all in con-
flict with the Bible teaching, that all that are in their graves
shall come forth, and that all shall be brought to a knowledge
of the truth, and to a full oppertunity for accepting or reject-
ing it, during the period of Christ’s Millennial reign, and that
with its close comes the end of human probation, when the
willingly obedient shall all enjoy everlasting life, and the
willingly disobedient will be cut off in the second death; and
that Adamic death shall cease, being destroyed by the Re-
deemer and Lifegiver; and when, consequently, pain, sorrow
and weeping, incidents of that Adamic penalty shall be
forever at an end.

The word life, really signifies that perfect state of existence
from which death and dying, sickness and pain, and all the
elements of death and condemnation, are excluded. Adam and
Eve (before they sinned, and passed under condemnation of

death and began to decay), and our Lord Jesus who was sin-
less, alone, of all human beings, ever had life; they alone ever
“lived” in the full proper sense of the word; all others, born
under Adamic eondemnation (Rom. 5:12, 17-19), are properly
speaking dying, not living now. The death sentence having
passed upon all, from the true standpoint of life all are in
death—dying. All inherit the weaknesses, the imperfection
and sin, and like-wise the penalty, dying and death. Thus
our Lord also, at times, spoke of the race as a whole—“Let
the dead bury their dead.”

We all know what it is to be dying until totally dead;
let us all learn that it means to reverse this order, when we
speak of living until perfectly alive. As the present and the
past six thousand years, have been a dying time, a time in
which DEATH HAS REIGNED and triumphed and conquered the
race—so the coming thousand years, the Millennium of Christ’s
reign, is to be a re-living time, a time in which LIFE wmL
REIGN, the result of Christ’s obedient sacrifice.—Rom. 5:17-19.

When life shall reign, the reign of Adamic death (1rom
whose dominjon all were purchased by the precious blood of
the new King, the Life-giver,) must cease.

Many make the mistake of supposing that death was con-
quered when our Lord Jesus arose from the dead. True, there
death was forced to surrender Him who is to be the destroyer
of death, the life-giver to as many as will receive everlasting
life as a gift of God upon his conditions, but Adamic death
was not conquered then, nor its power even restrained. The
long six thousand years reign of death has not yet been in-
terrupted, except by the resurrection of our Lord. Death
reigned before the Law—from Adam to Moses—and during
the Law or Mosaic dispensation, which gave release to none;
and it has also reigned during the Gospel age over all except
Christ. And since, we walk by faith and not yet by sight:
trusting our Lord’s promises of final victory through a resur-
rection out of death’s domain and power.

The apostle after relating (1 Cor. 15:42-54) the particu-
lars of the first resurrection, that of the Gospel church. to
the likeness, glory and power of her Lord., which he shows
to be due at the appearing of her Lord. in the beginning of the
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Millennial age (1 Pet. 1:7; Titus 2:13; 2 Tim. 4:8), exult-
antly exclaims: “Then shall be brought to pass [to fulfillment]
the sayin% which is written, ‘Death is swallowed up in vie-
tory!”” But it is a further mistake to suppose the apostle
to mean that the victory over death is gained when the church
is completed, in the first resurrection. Not so; on the con-
trary he shows, that then shall be brought to pass, or from
then on shall be accomplished, the victory over death.

The resurrection of the Church, with the change of the
living members of the same, marks the period of the inaugura-
tion of Christ’s Kingdom, and from then on the reign of sin
and death must give place to the reign of righteousness and
life. The victory of the Life-giver, assured eighteen centuries
ago by his resurrection from the dead by the power of the
Father, will begin with the deliverance of his joint-heirs, the
first resurrection, but thank God it does not end there.

“Dear dying Lamb, thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power,

"Till all the ransomed hosts of earth
Are saved from Satan’s power.”
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This brings us to the point of time referred to by the pas-
sage quoted at the head of this article, when the first resur-
rection is complete. What then about the rest of the dead?!—
We answer:

Then the general resurrection, of the dead and dying world,
will begin. But it will not be at all like what is generally
surmised. It will be the work of the entire Millennial age,
a gradual lifting up to perfect life of those of mankind
who shall then be found worthy of it. And though this work
of resurrecting will be gradually progressing throughout the
Millennial age, yet the rest of the dead (aside from those who
share in the first resurrection, and live and reign with Christ)
will not live again in the full sense of living—in the sense of
regaining the perfection of life lost in Adam,—until the thou-
sand years are finished.

“The wicked shall never see lfe,” in this full sense (Psa.
49:19, 20; John 3:36), though all the families of the earth
shall be awakened and brought to full clear knowledge of the
truth, before being sentenced as “wicked.”—1 Tim. 2:3, 4;
Heb. 10:28.

RESURRECTIONS AND

Let us contrast briefly the trial of those who shall share
the first resurrection, with that of those who shall share
the general resurrrection; and the Lord’s method of giving the
reward to the worthy of this trial and to the worthy in that;
and the reasons for the differences; in order that we may
comprehend the situation more clearly.

The first resurrection at the beginning of the Millennial
age and the completion of the general resurrection at its close,
reminds us of the fact that our Lord was raised from the
power of death, perfect, in the beginning of the Gospel age,
but the church lives not until the end of the Gospel age. But
while there is this general resemblance between the two ages,
in the fact that trial and testing come throughout, and the
reward of life at the close, there is a wide difference between
them in other respects. For instance:—

First, the kind of “life everlasting” to be bestowed in the
end of the Gospel age to the Gospel church, will differ from
that to be given the faithful of the Millennial age—or rather,
to express it correctly, the Gospel church will obtain similarly
everlasting life, but will have bestowed upon them a higher
nature or finer organism. Both classes when perfected, will
have perfect everlasting life, but the one will be perfection
of human nature,—“very good,” grand indeed, an image and
Yikeness in the flesh, of the divine, while the other will be
superlatively grand, of a nature, organism, etc., not only higher
than human, but “far above angels”—the express image of
the Heavenly Father’s substance—“the divine nature.”

Second, the kind and degree of trial will be very different.
In the Millennial age all who would have the perfection of
human life, then to be freely bestowed upon all worthy of it,
will be required to prove their worthiness by willing con-
formity, not only to the righteous laws which will then prevail,
but also to principles of righteousness. They must come to
love righteousness and hate iniquity, not merely from fear of
penalties, but on principle. But then knowledge will be clear
and all things favorable to righteousness. In the Gospel age
much more exacting and crucial is the test. All who shall
share Christ’s nature and throne are obliged to prove their
worthiness by enduring much opposition from the wicked and
blinded in the present age, as well as from their own physi-
cal and mental weaknesses and imperfections. They must
prove themselves “overcomers” by patiently and perseveringly
doing the Lord’s will as best they can understand and do it.

Third, the methods of giving the reward of life will differ.
The Gospel church must walk by faith all the way, being
treated as other men, subject to many of the vicissitudes of
disease and death much as others; and they must trust, believe
and hope for the life promised at the close of the age without
experiencing any evidence of it on the way, except by faith.
They, like others, have pain, sickness, sorrows and difficulties;
they are men of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and are
finally sown in death. Though trusting in Christ as their
Saviour and Lifegiver, and publicly declaring it, yet they must
in dishonor and weakness fall under the blow of the now
reigning prince of darkness—death—hoping, praying, trust-
ing for the resurrection-life promised, but not in any measure
actually accomplished in them. “I have said, Ye are gods, all
of you sons of the Most High; but ye shall all die like men
and fall like one of the chiefs.” (Psa. 82:7.) [We do not
fall in death as sinners, like Adam, but as sacrifices for the
truth in opposition to error, like the other chief—Christ Jesus
—with whom we are reckoned joint-sacrificers.] These, having

CONDITIONS CONTRASTED

passed all their trial satisfactorily, without rewards, will be
given the great reward all at once, without further trial.
Their resurrection or perfecting as new creatures, spiritual
beings, will be an instantaneous one—in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye.

But with the world, during the Millennial age, it will be
very different. They will not be promised life and restitution,
yet be deprived of it entirely until the close of their age,
and be obliged to sicken and die. No: on the contrary, Death
shall retgn no longer. At the very beginning of the Millennial
age, Life will begin to reign, and will begin to pay his wages
unto all obedient unto the spirit of the law of life. Each
act of obedience shall be rewarded; each effort to honor and
obey and uphold the right and the truth, will bring its com-
pensation; not only of pleasure and a sense of heavenly ap-
proval, but also of health and strength—a gradual release from
death, and a gradual bestowal of life. The work of restitu-
tion, as it relates to mind and morals and physical develop-
ment is the resurrection work—Ilifting the race up, out of the
death state and all the degradation into which the penalty
of Adam’s sin plunged it. This is the true meaning of the
word resurrection.

It is a serious and blinding mistake, made by very many,
to suppose that the raising of a corpse out of a tomb or
even the re-animation of a dead person, such as Lazarus, the
widow’s son, Jairus’ daughter, etc., to be resurrections. Not
at all; the term resurrection is never applied to such cases
in the Seriptures. Of Lazarus our Lord said, I go to awake
him out of sleep. He was re-animated or awakened to a former
degree of life; or rather, we might more properly say, to the
former degree of death. Of little value would the promise
of resurrection be, to any, if it merely signify awakening
and re-animation to our present, poor, dying state. Thank
God it means in the fullest sense “fo raise up again” not
partially, but up, up, up to perfection. To the majority,
as already shown, this will mean a lifting up or back, to the
perfection of human nature lost by father Adam—gradually,
during the Millennium, and in co-operation with their own
efforts and longings for righteousness and perfection, mental,
moral and physical. To the “little flock,” who, under the
favor of the Gospel call, have exchanged human nature (by
its sacrifice) for divine nature, it means, the lifting up (at one
bound—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye) to the full
perfection of the new nature—the divine nature; not grad-
ually, but instantly, from mortality to immortality, from weak-
ness to power, from dishonor to glory, from a natural body
to a spiritual body; because their trial is fully past before
death. And all who shall be accounted worthy of the first
[chief] resurrection will have been already proved “overcom-
ers,” “faithful until death,” and “worthy,” or they would not
have part at all in that chief resurrection.

Blessed and holy, proved and accepted, are all they that
have part in the first resurrection. And while all others
shall share in the general resurrection, none but holy ones
shall ever reach its grand climax-—perfect life;—for ever-
lasting life is the gift of God (through Jesus Christ our
Lord); and he gives it to none of the wilfully wicked or
rebellious, but only to such as will serve, honor and obey him,
when their knowledge and opportunities are perfect. All shall
be awakened and brought to full knowledge before being sen-
tenced as “wicked.” But the wicked shall never see life—Psa.
145:20; Heb. 10:26, 27; John 3:36.
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THEY THAT SHALL ATTAIN RESURRECTION

“They that shall be accounted worthy to obtain that age and the resurrection from among the dead, neither marry nor are given
marriage.”—Luke 20:35.

We do not here treat the subject, “Whose wife shall she
be?” having already considered it. (See, TowER of March ’87.)
We wish now merely to draw attention to the harmony be-
tween the above words of our Lord and the foregoing view, on
the meaning of the word resurrection, as applied to the world,
showing the class worthy of it, and how the worthiness or
unworthiness of each will be demonstrated by their conduct,
when awakened from death.

We cannot understand our Lord’s words, to apply to the
saints, the church, who will share in the first resurrection;
for the inquiry and conversation were regarding another class,
and by another class. The Lord’s answer applied to ordinary
Jews who knew nothing about the flrst resurrection, the
reward of following the Lord in sacrifice.

The Millennial age iz an age of trial, a transition period,
and hence was not the age looked to by the question of the
Sadducees who wished to know how matters would be finally
and everlastingly. Our Lord’s answer meets the question
exactly; he does not explain how it will be during the Millen-
nial age, while the race is being awakened, and while the
willing ones are being restored from death to life, but point-
ing his words to “that age” of perfection which will follow
the Millennium of testing, he informs them first of all, that
it is an open question as yet whether the woman and the
seven husbands will be accounted worthy of that age, worthy
of resurrection,—of being raised up again to the perfection
lost in Adam, and entering the everlasting state. Thus our
Lord clearly teaches that though all that are in their graves
shall hear his voice and come forth, some [the church] will
come forth to a resurrection of life, and some will come forth
to a resurrection of judgment or trial,—a resurrection work
begun which for its completion will depend wholly upon the
faithfulness of those being tried in it. If in that period of
judgment-resurrection any shall be proved worthy of the
perfect age and everlasting life, he shall have it; and any
found unworthy in that time shall not obtain access to the
perfect age, nor to the perfection of life: They are “wicked”
and “shall not see life,” nor be worthy of complete resur-
rection.

But, let us remember, that since a full release from the
wages of Adam’s sin (death—everlasting destruction) has been
granted, it follows that the Millennial trial of each, individ-
ually, will be as though each were perfect, as though they had
never been condemned in Adam,—full allowance being made by
the Judge for the weaknesses, from the fall, remaining in
them. Each will be judged by his own attitude toward right-

eousness, under the clear light and full understanding of the
Millennial age. Only those wilfully opposed to righteousness,
when clearly seen, will be condemned as unworthy of life; and
such as then die, will die the second death; for if never fully
lifted up out of the present dying state it will be their own
fault entirely—an evidence of their unwillingness to have life
upon the only conditions it ever will be offered—obedience to
God’s righteous law.

Hence, when we read, “Even death the last enemy shall be
destroyed,” “Death shall be swallowed up in victory,” etc., we
should “rightly divide the word of truth,” and note that it is
the release of humanity from the penalty which came upon all
through Adam’s sin and not from the second death, which will
come upon wilful sinners only.

Adamic death, though a just penalty, is an enemy or op-
ponent, because it slew all—both the wilfully wicked, and the
ignorant and blinded, and those also who willed to do well
and loved righteousness. It was because God foresaw that
there would be such lovers of righteousness under the death
condemnation, that Christ Jesus died for our sins and released
all from that penalty so as to give life to as many as would
take pleasure in using it to God’s glory and their own ever-
lasting well-being.

The second death, on the contrary, is not an enemy but
a blessing; just as the destruction of useless, injurious and
filthy rubbish, is a blessing, If the second death meant ever-
lasting torture, the case would be different: No excuse could
be offered to justify the perpetuation in misery of the existence
of any creature, however wicked. Extinction (death, without
hope of resurrection) is certainly a just penalty upon those
who are wilfully wicked, after they had full knowledge of good
as well as evil, and the results of each. But the second death
is an enemy to none of the righteously disposed; to them it
is a blessing. The utter destruction of such as are proved
unfit to have life, is needful to the harmony of God’s kingdom
and the peace and happiness of such as love righteousness.
And this is the testimony of God’s word concerning his plan:
“All the wicked will he destroy.” He will “destroy those that
corrupt the earth.” These are the symbolic “goats” of Matt.
25:41, 46, also called the angels, messengers or servants of
Satan, and the symbolic “fire” destroys them. The second
death will be proportionately as great a blessing, in ridding
the earth of the evil-disposed incorrigible, as the Adamic death
was an enemy, destroying the well-disposed with the evil-doers
and the ignorant.

A MISAPPREHENSION

Some seem to get the impression, that for the Lord to
finally destroy some of his creatures—Satan, and such as have
his spirit of opposition to righteousness,—would imply a
failure of the divine plan. Such ask, Is it not written that
“All his purposes shall be accomplished?” and, Cannot God
melt the hardest hearts? and will not Christ subdue all things
unto himself and reign until he has put down all enemies?

Yes, we answer; God’s plan will be fully accomplished.
but it does not follow that every human plan is the divine
one. Nowhere has God declared it to be his plan to preserve
everlastingly every creature he has made, and to force all such
into obedience. To suppose such pride on the part of the Al-
mighty would be to accuse him of folly. And if such a pride
of workmanship related to man would it not extend to all of
his creation and insure the resurrection to everlasting life,
of every animal, fowl, fish and insect that ever lived?

But such is not God’s declared plan. On the contrary, while
the Scriptures declare that God takes no pleasure in the
death of any of the human family, but would or is willing that
all should turn unto him and live, and has made abundant
provision in harmony with this, his will, through Christ’s
sacrifice and coming Millennial reign, yet he declares clearly,
that as sin in Eden brought death (from which we were re-
deemed by Christ’s death, because it was not the penalty of our
own wilful sin) so when each stands trial for himself the
penalty will be no different; for God and his law have not
changed. “The wages of sin is death,” still. And in the
individual trial, “The soul that sinneth [wilfully], it shall
die,” though in that [Millennial] day none shall die for an-
other’s sins, as now.

So far from planning to coerce all men into his service,
God’s plan is the very reverse; only the willingly obedient shall
eat the good of the land—shall partake of his bounties of
lasting life and favor. Had God chosen to make man a mere
machine—without will of his own, acting only as acted upon—
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would he not after making the machine right, keep it right;
and not permit it to fall into destruction? Ewzperience would
be worse than wasted on such beings. But this theory would
necessitate the conclusion, that God is responsible for all the
gin and misery of the world. It implies that the fault is all
with God, and starts the inquiry, Why did he not make the
human machine as he wanted it at first? If this theory were
true, God would be the great and only sinner; the only one
justly worthy of punishment.

But this theory would make God a liar, a deceiver, a hypo-
crite and unjust; for he tells us that the sin was man’s, and
that the penalty inflicted was just. Let us believe God. The
man he created was a fleshly image of himself. He was in a fit
condition to be tried or tested, to prove himself worthy or un-
worthy of life. He was organically perfect; nothing imperfect
would be an image of God; nothing else could be tried or con-
demned, justly. To set Adam on trial, not only for his own
life but also as the representative of the race in him, and to
have him fall because created imperfect, would be unjust; and
such a trial would be a farce, a deception, a great wrong. Any
penalty would be unjust under such circumstances.

Not only organically perfect, but also favorably situated in
Eden, Adam had no reasonable temptation to disobey God’s
command, as would have been the case had other food been
scarce and he about to die of hunger. If, having promised
him life, God has made insufficient provision of food, etc., and
forbidden a fruit necessary to his existence, Adam would have
had some excuse for his disobedience and might have said. Lord
you promised me life, but I was dying of hunger, and there-
fore I ate supposing you had forgotten your promise. In such
a case the disobedience would not have been willful, but under
provocation—temptation. But God tempteth no man.

It is true, though Adam had a perfect brain, he had not
reached perfect knowledge and experience at the time of his
trial. It was not needful to a fair trial that he should have
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had experience in disobedience, or a knowledge beyond what he
possessed. He knew that God was his Creator and Benefactor
and that he ought to render obedience to his commands, if
he would continue to enjoy his favor and blessings. Nor was
it needful to the trial that he should have large experience
in the use of his perfect mind, for instance for the construc-
tion of apparatus for analyzing the forbidden fruit, to see
whether it contained something really injurious, or for reason-
ing out the cause of its prohibition. The reason and propriety
of this as a trial or test of his obedience, he no doubt would
have been permitted to fully understand afterward, had he
continued obedient to God.

Adam was not deceived even (1 Tim. 2:14); he disobeyed
God knowingly and willingly, evidently with the expectation
and intention of dying; because his loved companion had been
deceived into disobedience. As a free moral agent, he was
left to do as lie chose, and he wilfully chose to disobey and
received the penalty—death.

This power of will or choice belongs to human nature as
God made it. Were it otherwise, human nature could not
be called an image or likeness of God’s nature. God has a
will and exercises it. Man, made in God’s likeness, must have
a similar will of his own, and must be similarly free in its
exercise. Adam’s proper course would have been to say,
Though all my happiness seems lost by the disobedience of my
dear companion, for I know that God meant all he said, when
he pronounced the penalty for disobedience, yet two wrongs
will never make one right. I will be obedient myself, and go
to God and confess with sorrow the case as it it, and solicit
his mercy in view of the extenuating circumstance of Eve’s
deception. I will lay the case in the hands of our kind bene-
factor, praying that whatever his love and wisdom and power
and justice can arrange may be done for her atonement and
recovery. Peradventure he may see a way to maintain his
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own justice, and yet spare the only companion I have on earth.
But self-will chose the independent course; and Adam deter-
mined to share the fate of his wife. His was really a case
of suicide.

Human nature has not changed, though our free agency is
very largely curtailed by our unfavorable surroundings and
our unbalanced, unsound minds on all subjects. With the
restoration or resurrection, under the advantageous surround-
ings and allowances of the Millennium, the free agency or free
will of man so far from being utterly destroyed will be re-
stored, perfectly and completely; and by their will all will be
judged worthy or unworthy of life everlasting. If it were
a labor for the Almighty to create human beings or to destroy
them, or if numbers were a necessity in his plan, there might
be some room for questioning whether ages and ages of effort
would not be made to bend the wills and turn the hearts of
those found incorrigible during, and at the close of, the Mil-
lennial. But when to create cr destroy is as easy with the
Almighty as to preserve us alive, we see the wisdom of his
plan of giving and continuing life to only such as appreciate
it as his favor, and who, when fully informed, will rejoice
to co-operate with God in recognizing it as the all in all of
wisdom and righteousness—their wills being in perfect har-
mony with his.

The promise that all things shall be “subdued,” or “put
under Christ,” refers to the power that will coerce active evil
during the Millennial age. All things actively in opposition
to God’s plan and law will be subdued, restrained, hindered.
And if, after being for a time outwardly forced to obey the
laws of righteousness, the former evil-doers continue opposed
at heart they shall be cut off (Isa. 65:20; Rev. 20:7-10, 15),
that evil may be rooted out and righteousness firmly and
lastingly established in and through them that love it.

ABOUT OLD

DeAR SiR AND BrOTHER:—I have read with much interest
vour work “MILLENNIAL DAWN,” and I agree that the theory it
presents, though new [The original, old theology of the Bible,
we call it.—EDIToR.], ought not to be rejected because so. But
that passage in Rev. 20:5, “But the rest of the dead lived
not again, until the thousand years were past,” arose in my
mind at once as a barrier to the reception of your view. You
state it to be an interpolation, and that the words are not
found in the best and most ancient manuscripts. I wrote
to Dr. Manly of the S. B. Theological Seminary as to his
knowledge of the matter. He writes to me, that so far as his
investigations have gone there has been no dispute as to the
authenticity of the passage, but some as to the verbal con-
struction. He further says, that in his opinion there is no
copy of Revelation ante-dating the fifth century.

Now I am anxious to know just what God’s Word teaches.
Will you please give me the source of your information upon
which you state that it is not in the ancient copies? Do
you know from a personal investigation? Are there no copies
of Revelation ante-dating the fifth century? I am anxious to
be informed on the subject, for your theory will relieve my
mind on some things that have been hard to understand. I
want to believe it, if the Scriptures will allow me. But while
that passage remains, it effectually bars the door to helief.
I have been a pre-millennialist for nearly thirty years, and
the doctrine becomes clearer with the coming years. Now, if
your theory be true, a beautiful harmony will exist in my
mind. Fraternally Yours, G. E. BREWER.

IN REPLY

There are but two known copies of the New Testament, in
Greek, ante-dating the fifth century: these are known among
scholars as the Sinaitic and Vatican manuscripts. They are
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given the same date,—about A. D. 350—though by some the
Sinaitic, which was most recently found, by Prof. Cons. Tisch-
endorf in 1859, is supposed to date a little earlier.

The Vatican MS. came into the possession of European
scholars in 1475 A. D, and is known from other more recent
Vatican MSS. by its number, 1209. It is very accurate as
far as it goes, but it is of no authority on the clause of Rev.
20:5 in question, because it is defective, incomplete,—the
Epistles to the Hebrews from ix. 15 to the close is lacking, as
well as all of the Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon,
and the book of Revelation.

The Sinaitic MS., remarkable as being the oldest as well
as for its completeness and accuracy, is therefore the only
Greek authority on Revelation ante-dating the fifth century:
and it does not contain the clause, of Rev. 20:5, in dispute.

Regarding your question, as to our authority and informa-
tion, we would say: We do not possess these old manuscripts
and do not hope to—they are esteemed as of almost priceless
value among scholars. The Sinaitic is now in the possession
of the Russian government at St. Petersburg. However, at
great expense, borne by the Czar of Russia, Prof. Tischen-
dorf, the finder, published an exact copy of this MS. And
later, for the benefit of the general public, Mr. T. prepared
and published, in 1869, the common version of our English
New Testament, with foot-notes showing all instances in which
it varies from the three oldest Greek MSS.—the Sinaitic, and
Vatican, above mentioned, and the Alexandrine, a later and
less accurate MS. This work in a small form, cheaply bound
in cloth, can be ordered through your nearest book-seller,

We hope, at some time ere long, to get out a copy of this
last mentioned edition in cheaper form, for the benefit of all
our subscribers; being desirous that they should all enjoy the
benefits and information thus afforded.

A SUCCESSFUL MINISTER

[The following is from Brother Weber of Maryland.
Though a florist and gardener on a large scale, he is not seek-
ing worldly prominence or wealth, but divine approval and
heavenly riches. To do this he uses his garden, hot-houses,
etc., as ways and means for honoring the Lord by spreading
the truth. He is out as much as possible in the “harvest”
field selling DAWN Vol. I. A man of keen business judgment
and good address, he enlists his best endeavors in this highest
service—the service of God—and we believe is laying up
treasure in heaven.—EDITOR.]

My DeAR Bro. RUSSELL: —After taking leave of you, Wed-

nesday evening 6th, I arrived in Frederick, Md., next morning
at 9:30 A. M., and started out by 10 o’clock and distributed Arp
tracts the remainder of the day. Next morning I started out
at 8:30 and sold that day 32 of Dawn Vol. I., and next day 22.
Saturday being a pleasant day, a great many were not at home,
which cut my sales short that day. The week previous T used
a day and a half in the same way and sold 55 books; and
altogether in the 414 days I have sold 109 books. I only wish
T could give my entire time to this blessed work, but other
duties will not permit me yet to do so. But I hope as soon as
I see my way clear, nothing shall prevent me from doing so.
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I realize the privilege of being a co-worker with the Lord in
this evil day; and selling DAWN is certainly the most effec-
tive way of preaching the real Gospel, thus placing these
blessed truths right in the hands of the people. This certainly
is the best way of preaching, and if we are confronted with
the blind leaders who will not buy them, we have then an
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opportunity of bearing witness to the truth by word of mouth.
May our dear Brethren and Sisters who can give their
time, see the privilege of doing all they can, so they may have
the Master’s approval. I will close with best regards joined
by Sister W. to you and Sister R. and all the friends. Yours
in fellowship and service of the truth. H. W.

OLD THEOLOGY TRACTS

THE WAGES OF SIN

This small tract of 24 pages, neatly printed, is considered
excellent for new readers. They are of proper size for enclos-
ing in envelopes. We believe that one of these, and an Arp
Tract, enclosed in a Missionary Envelope, would be a good
means of reaching many of your friends. Those who think the
plan a good one and desire to avail themselves of it, can do so.

It is proposed to issue these tracts quarterly. They will
vary in the number of pages. To conform to the requirements
of the Postal Laws, a price must be fixed on these and sub-
scriptions received,—same as with TOWER. We have fixed the
price at 10 cents per year, which would cover the cost in-
cluding postage. If we can get them out in large quantities,
we will be able to produce them cheaper, and the more issued
the more good results we may hope for. We therefore pro-
pose a large discount on quantities, thus—

25 copies—quarterly for 1 year (100 tracts) for § 1.00
50 copies—quarterly for 1 year (200 tracts) for 1.75

100 copies—ete. ( 400 tracts) for................ 3.00
500 copies— “ (2000 tracts) “ ................ 13.50
1000 copies— *“ (4000 tracts) “ ................ 25.00
3000 copies— “ (12000 tracts) “ ................ 68.00

The topics selected for these will be chiefly selections from
TOWER matter, specially suitable for general, promiscuous use.
The cost of 1000 copies, quarterly, for a year, would be no
more than some of you used to pay for pew-rent,—to have your
understanding darkened by misrepresentations of God’s char-
acter and plan. It is for you to consider, whether you can
not better use that sum hereafter in preaching the Old The-
ology of the Bible, to your former fellow-sectarians and oth-
ers. This number of tracts distributed quarterly at mills,
shops, among clerks in stores, printers, editors, reporters,
school teachers, at offices of lawyers and physicians, and at
church doors, by yourself, or others employed by you, could
scarcely fail to accomplish some good, in opening the eyes
of some who would thank you for it eternally, as God’s agent
and light-bearer.

Perhaps you used to give a like sum toward Home Mis-
sions, and as much more toward Foreign Missions—$75 per
year toward religious teaching. It is for you to consider that
under this plan this $68 would enable you to preach 3000 ser-
mons quarterly, to your own and neighboring townsmen.

You used to think that one-tenth of your earnings or profits
should be used in the Lord’s service; now you see, that that
tithing system was the law to the Jews only, and that we
are not under the Law, but under grace. As followers of

Christ, we covenanted to give not merely one-tenth of our
profits, but all that we have and are and shall be,~—time,
money, influence, all and forever—to the Lord and his service.
It is for each to consider whether or not the Lord’s favor
toward us, in opening our eyes and delivering us from the
bondage of fear and error, has drawn our hearts closer to
him and made us anxious to spend and be spent more and
more to honor him; or whether the removal of the chains of
error’s bondage and fear of future torment, has made us harder
and more selfish. We may be assured that if the truth pro-
duces a hardening effect on us, it would not only prove us
unworthy of the high-calling to joint-heirship, but unworthy
of life on any plane. Pharoah is an example of those whose
hearts harden instead of melt, under the influence of God’s
mercy.

Consider, too, that what you now do and spend, is in part
at least to offset that formerly spent; to counteract former
errors and misrepresentations of God’s character with the
clearer light now shining. Some of us who were for years
very zealous in the spread of error, before the truth reached
us, and who like Paul verily thought thereby to do God serv-
ice, might almost despair of ever offsetting it with the truth.
but for the fact that the money and energy we then spent ac-
complished little, compared with what even the same amount
of each would accomplish now, in the service of the truth.
in this harvest time and with the facilities our Lord has now
put into our hands.

Consider that “the time is short:” that where we used to
give one dollar, or a hundred, or a thousand, we now have
the privilege of showing the Lord our appreciation of the truth
by using five times as much, both of time and money; the
results of which are beyond comparison.

Can we preach the good tidings in a better way than in
circulating DAWN VoL. I, and these tracts? If some can afford
to pay for the tracts, but cannot attend to having them
circulated (and all should be able to do this also, unless in-
valids), there may be other brethren and sisters who would be
glad to distribute more tracts than they can purchase, and
we will find such agents for you, if you desire.

But we are not urging this work, but merely asking you
to consider the matter and act according to your own judg-
ment. Here is an opportunity for extensive harvest work;
and the time between the quarterly issues is ample for thor-
ough distribution.

EXTRACTS FROM INTERESTING LETTERS

Venango.

DrearR BrorHErR RUSSELL: —Your book, The Time is at
Hand, has been received and read with avidity. I can scarcely
restrain myself from continually crying aloud, “Glory to God
in the Highest!” Hallelujah! for evermore. May the praises
of God and the Lamb be upon every tongue! How can it be
otherwise? Who so great or so glorious as our Redeemer
who gave himself, was slain, for the sins of the whole world—
save the Great Jehovah who planned the redemption. T
rejoice daily that I am made wise even at this day, and yet
my heart grows sad when I think of the years that I have
been led by the blind. Why was I not permitted to know
sooner? Your book MILLENNIAL DAWN came to me last Fall—
the first hint I ever had of such a work. I received it on a
Saturday evening, commenced to read it immediately and
never laid it aside, except when obliged, until finished. Its
truth captured my heart at once; forthwith I withdrew from
the Presbyterian Church where I had so long been groping
in the dark for the truth, and found it not.

The DAWN came as a light in a dark place and you can-
not know the eagerness with which I have devoured all that
I could get of your writings. My first impulse was to deliver
the tidings to all I knew, but especially immediate friends,
that they too might be made wise, and have cause for rejoic-
ing; but they one and all discarded the book and TOWER, as
the theories of one man trying to start a new religious sect
for his own aggrandizement, I suppose, instead of an effort
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to place us upon the original Christian basis, which Christ
and his apostles outlined for all the true followers down to
the end of the age. I sometimes grow discouraged; still T
cannot help rejoicing that I have found the true version of
the Scriptures, even if others will not accept. I cannot tell
you how happy it makes me. I try to do what good I can.
but when others deem me crazy or lost to all my former
senses, where is my influence?

I long to tell you all that is in my heart, of joys and
hopes, but cannot at present. May God bless you through
time and eternity, which I know he will do; but what will
become of such as I, who have never known the Scriptures
aright, nor even concerning our Lord’s presence and the
harvest, until so late.

[This must not discourage us; we must expect just such
results; they were promised. (Matt. 10:22; 1 Cor. 4:10.)
Even our Lord’s faithfulness made him of “no reputation.”
And Paul and the early church were “counted fools for
Christ’s sake.” Yea, and whosoever will live Godly, in this
present time, “shall suffer persecution” of some sort—accord-
ing to the degree of civilization by which surrounded. While
pitying their blindness and longing for the clearer. fuller
dawn, when all shall see clearly, let us rejoice that we are
counted worthy of an experience so much like that of our
dear Redeemer.—EprTOR.]

Still, T will praise him. T cannot help heing so late to
know the truth. For many years have I prayed and striven
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to lead a Christian life, but with only blind leaders what
could I know? I blush to think of my ignorance. Your last
book is so conclusive in all its proofs; who can doubt them?
I must read it over and over again. I do not feel able to
say much to others, until I have informed myself more per-
fectly. How chilling such retorts as the following: After
reading all the chronological facts and Scripture bearing upon
them, my heart was so filled with joy that I mentioned them
to a friend of Christ’s coming, when he remarked, He has
set the time, has he? I cannot tell you how it makes me
feel. You do not set the time; ’tis God, and undoubtedly
there is a set time, as all will yet sce.

With much love to you and your beloved helpmeet, I
remain sincerely, Your Sister in Christ, J. H .

[Be of good courage, dear Sister, consider that the readi-
ness of heart in which the truth found you, indicates that you
were a true child of God before, and that it was sent to you
by our Master; because, blinded and starved by human tradi-
tion, you were hungering and thirsting for righteousness
[truth]. He now invites all such to be filled, both with the
truth and with its spirit. What VoL. II. has made clear to
you regarding the ‘“harvest,” etc., will be emphasized and
clinched by Vor. III, in due time, making very clear the im-
portance of the work of harvest. Meantime enter as fully as
possible into the present blessed opportunities of service,
making known the good tidings of great joy—The Plan of
the Ages—whenever and wherever you can find or make
opportunity, The results to you will be deeper joy and
clearer insight, whether they hear or whether they reject.
Faithfulness in receiving and confessing the light, as God
supplies it, is imperative. Yet, let us be “wise;” let us feed
the “milk” before the “strong meat.”

“The Plan of the Ages” (Vol. 1.) should, therefore, always
be presented first, before any mention is made of “The Time
at Hand.” If they cannot digest the “milk,” we may be sure
they cannot the “meat,” and the result would be only the
greater and stronger opposition. Remember how our Lord
exemplified this in his teaching; he even said to his followers
once, “I have many things to tell you, but ye cannot bear
them now.” To us, as well as the apostles, our Lord’s words
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Florida.

My DeAR SoN:—Your welcome letter is received. We are

glad to know that you are in usual health, and 1 trust and
pray that your labors are still being blessed to yourselves as
well as all others who have ears to hear and eyes to see.
As for myself I have been greatly blessed by the reading of
Vols. I. and II. of DAwWN. 1 have just finished reading
Vol. II. and I feel that it would be impossible to ignore the
truthfulness of these wonderful developments. The types and
anti-types of the Jewish and Gospel dispensations, The Times
and Seasons, the Manner of our Lord’s Second Advent, Earth’s
Great Jubilee, Parallel Dispensations, Elias shall First Come,
and the wonderful unfolding concerning Antichrist, the Man
of Sin,—these contain very much that I had never fully
understood before. I am perfectly astonished at the array of
Scriptural argument to substantiate every position taken; and
I can only say, To God let us all give praise. It seems to
me that no one can overthrow these arguments and con-
clusions except they deny the truth of the Scriptures.

I am very sorry to know that Brother Clowes is so very
low. Possibly before this time he has gone to his rest. But
his works will follow after; and may we also be ready, for we
know not when our change may come. We are all in usual
health at present, and hope you are all well. Joined by
Wife and Mabel in love to you all, I am your loving Father,

J. L. RussELL.

[The above is from the Editor’s aged Father, whose ap-
preciation, love and zeal for the truth, seem to grow with his
years. Now in his seventy-fifth year, he is more and more
seeking to let the light shine, loaning DAWN, tracts, etc. His
fellowship is highly appreciated.

On Jan’y 25th our dear Brother Clowes, with whom some
of our readers were acquainted, having heard him preach the
word of truth at various points near Pittsburgh, passed away
full of triumphant faith and glorious hope. “Blessed are the
dead who die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the
spirit, they shall rest from their labors, but their works
follow with them.”

“ENTERTAIN no thoughts which you would blush at in
words.”

apply: “Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as doves.” “WHOEVER makes truth appear unpleasant, commits high
—EDITOR. ] treason against virtue.”
Vor. X

ALLEGHENY, PA., JUNE, 1889

No. 8

“THE TIME IS AT HAND”

(DAWN VOL. II)

Did you receive a copy? We sent one to each WarcH
ToweR subscriber who had renewed for 1889, so far as we
know, as a special number for the months of April and May
combined.

We mailed it to all of the “Lord’s Poor List,” who have
requested the TowER for the present year (See Terms above),
as well as to all who have paid for this year; and also,
to all who requested that the paper be continued to them
and who hoped to be able to pay for it during the year.

If any who renewed their subscription, in any of these
ways, failed to get the book, they should at once drop us a
postal-card, that any mistakes may be rectified.

In our March issue we promised this book (“The Time

is= at Hand”), without extra charge, as part of this year’s
Wator Towkr, to those only whose subscriptions should be
received before April 1. But as we find this left too short a
time for some, especially our Foreign and Pacific coast
readers, we have concluded to leave the offer open until
August 1, next. Therefore all whose subscriptions for the
Tower for 1889 are received up to that date, will be supplied
with this book without extra charge.

Friends of the truth can therefore bestir themselves
among those to whom they have sold or loaned DAwnN Vor. 1.
and take subscriptions for the Tower for 1889 with Vor. II.
included for 50 cents; or, “The Time at Hand” alone, for
25 cents.

VIEW FROM

Many of the saints abroad, who could not meet with us
here at the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and subsequent
meetings, have written requesting a full report of the pro-
ceedings. Such a report we would like to give, but to do so
fully is impossible. If pen could portray the glow and
warmth of Christian love that illuminated every countenance,
the heartiness of the hand-shaking, the tones of good cheer
in the words of greeting, and the fervent farewells and God
bless you and speed your work, at parting, then we might
give a fuller report. But all this can be better imagined
than described. It was a season which afforded a blessed
foretaste of the joys of the gathering of the church trium-
phant, when all the faithful sowers and all the faithful reap-
ers shall rejoice together—when the first-fruits of the har-
vest have all been gathered in.

The number present from abroad was the largest we
have yet had, twelve states and Canada being represented,
viz., Pennsylvania, Ohio, New York, Illinois, Virginia, West
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Virginia, Tennessee, Kentucky, Connecticut, Maryland, Mich-
igan, New Jersey and some from far off Manitoba. Awmong
the number present were six who had been ministers in va-
rious denominations of the church nominal, whose eyes have
been anointed with the eye-salve of harvest truth, and who
have left title and parsonage and salary and friends and
reputation and all, to henceforth preach the glorious gospel
of the blessed God; to reap in the whitened fields, esteeming
the reproaches of Christ as greater riches than the treas-
ures of the world.

But we, as usual, recognized all the consecrated ones
as ministers (servants) of Christ, of his church and his
truth, and made no difference, one way or another, be-
cause of past prominence in error. Remembering our Lord’s
words, “All ye are brethren and one is your master, even
Christ,” we endeavored, according to Paul’s suggestion, to
know no man after the flesh, but recognized each and all
according to their possession and manifestation of the spirit
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of Christ—the spirit of the truth. All engaged in sacri-
ficing their human natures and interests (much or little—
their all), in the service of the truth, on the altar of love,
we heartily recognize as priests—of the royal priesthood un-
der Christ Jesus the High Priest of our profession or
order.

With extra seating accommodations, our meeting hall
was filled to the extent of its capacity, about 225 being
present to commemorate the Lord’s Supper. The first meet-
ing, at 10 A, M. Sunday, April 14th, was of a social char-
acter, and the time was fully occupied with short addresses
from various brethren, telling of the condition and prospects
of the great harvest work in their places of labor, the helps
and hindrances they meet, the sustaining grace they find, the
good hope they have, the joy and peace they have personally
found in believing the truth; with interesting incidents of
personal experience as to how the harvest message reached
them or some others, and of experience in the work as to
how God had verified to them so many of his rich promigses,
such as, “I will give you a mouth and wisdom that none of
your adversaries can gainsay or resist;” “Open thy mouth
wide and I will fill it;” “Whosoever will do his will shall
know of the doctrine;” “My grace shall be sufficient for
thee,” “Lo, I am with you alway, even until the end of the
age,” ete.

This meeting encroached somewhat on the noon hour, and
yet before two o’clock the company was again in place for
the afternoon session, at which, Brother Wallace illustrated
his method of presenting the outlines of the Plan of the
Ages to the audiences he meets. Bro. W. was a traveling
lecturer and professor ot phrenology before the harvest truth
reached him. When he received it, he began to mix with
phrenology the good tidings of great joy for all people; and
now as the truth has reached his mind and heart more
fully, it has so quickened his zeal in the Master’s service
that the old profession is almost crowded out, except as it
serves to pave the way for the glad tidings which now
fills his heart and overflows at every opportunity. His talent
is for public speaking, and after every lecture the Dawx
is presented as a further elaboration of the great subject to
which he has called attention. To illustrate his lectures,
he has had the Chart of the Ages (from DawnN Vor. I.)
enlarged and painted on canvas, and ornamented with picto-
rial illustrations of the various ages; and above all a beau-
tiful symbholic sky representing the changing conditions of
the various dispensations, from Eden to Paradise restored.
God bless him, and may his talent never be turned aside
from the service of the great cause.

The address by Bro. Wallace was followed by a dis-
course on the subject of Baptism and its import, after
which at 4:30 p. M. the congregation adjourned to the bap-
tistry of the “Disciples’ church,” which is kindly placed at
our service, where that most impressive and solemn ceremony,
symbolic of death and burial to the world, was performed.
Twenty-two persons—ten of the brethen and twelve sisters—
symbolized in that water-burial their own deadness to self
and sin and to the various aims and hopes of the human
nature—as dead to the world—to henceforth live as new
creatures in Christ, making God’s service, the service of
his revealed plan, their chief business; this, as well as the
grand consummation of resurrection in the actual likeness of
the Lord, being pictured in their being raised up from
the water. This solemn, symbolic burial-service, with its
hymns of consecration and faith and hope and triumph
through Christ, its offering of the right hand of fellowship
one to another, and its prayers for the divine blessing
and aid, was one never to be forgotten.

In the evening at 7:30 the assembly was again con-
vened, for the solemn and impressive celebration of the
Lord’s Memorial Supper. While partaking of the emblems of
our Lord’s broken body, and blood shed for the remission
of sins, the significance ot the emblems and of our partaking
of them was shown; and our hearts held sweet communion
with our dear Redeemer,—praising and thanking him for
his loving sacrifice on our behal%r and pledging ourselves
anew to his cause and to sacrifice ourselves for it now,
in anticipation of his promise that such shall share also his
nature, his glory and his great work of restoring all things
by and by.

This simple service, so often particularly described in
the Tower, lasted until 9:30 p. M., and closed as did the
first occasion: we sang a hymn and went to our homes, med-
itating on our dear Redeemer’s last night of sorrow in the
Garden of Gethsemane and the inestimable value of his death,
a8 our redemption price, both from sin and its death pen-
alty.

ZION’S WATCH TOWER
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On Monday at 10 A. M. meetings for Bible study com-
menced which continued without intermission, except for
meals and sleep, until Thursday night. The subject of the
harvest-—the harvest work and opportunities, and the time,
etc., connected with it, and past leadings, present indica-
tions, and future prospects from the prophetic standpoint—
was the almost continuous theme of all these meetings.
Questions of almost every conceivable bearing upon the sub-
ject were brought forward and carefully considered in the
light of the Word of God. These topics you would like us
to present here at length, and we would enjoy doing so,
but it would be impossible. It would fill a book. However,
these subjects will be still more fully elaborated in Dawn
VoL. III, now in course of preparation. It is expedient that
Vol. I1. and especially Vol. I. be fully digested by all of you,
first, to prepare each for the still further unfoldings of
the wonderful plan of our God. One point, however, is briefly
treated in this paper under the caption—“The Door was
Shut;” because the deeply interested have already given
Vol. II. one reading, and in order that such might not be
discouraged by supposing that the “door was shut” when the
high calling ceased, in 1881.

All that we can tell you concerning those meetings is,
that though brain and body grew weary, from the continu-
ous sitting and continuous thinking, the hearts of all grew
warmer, and zeal came to a glowing heat, as all seemed
to grasp clearly the conviction that the time for service is
short; that we are even now in the “eleventh hour,” and
that the night wherein no man can work is drawing rapidly
on. The Master’s voice was heard saying, “Go ye also into
my vineyard and whatsoever is right I will give you,” (Matt.
20:4); and many were the resolves to lay aside worldly
aims and schemes and to bend every energy and concentrate
effort to do “harvest” work under the direction of the Chief
Reaper, our Lord, in the ways he has been, and now is, so
generally and widely opening up. Each seemed to resolve
to show the Master his love, and his appreciation of the
privilege of being a co-worker, by redoubling his efforts.

Methods of work were discussed at two meetings, as well
as late into the nights. While public speaking, lecturing
on the Chart of the Ages, etc., was conceded to be good,
where a talent for it is possessed and an opportunity could
be had, it was nevertheless conceded that the Lord is making
use of very few who have this talent specially, and is open-
ing very few opportunities for labor of that sort in the pres-
ent harvest. It was conceded that preaching by the printed
word is the agency chiefly being used and blessed in this
“harvest,” and more than all others, DAWN VoL. I. Brothers
Adamson, Rogers, Hickey, Weber and Bryan—who have sold
many thousands of copies of “THE PLAN OF THE AGES,” en-
couraged all by their reports of the Lord’s blessing and
the good results following to those who purchased of them.
They urged and encouraged others to enter this wonderful
field of labor which the Lord has opened up, and in which
he provides abundantly, though not without weariness, and
gives opportunity for them to deny themselves many of the
advantages and comforts of a settled home life. They thanked
Godg, too, that he had made provision for all the laborers now,
80 that they need not depend upon alms, nor upon collec-
tions, but while they are giving away thousands of tracts
and selling a book containing sixteen sermons (chapters) on
the real good tidings of great joy, at half what any other
book on religious subjects is sold for,—yet under the Lord’s
gracious provision (through the Tracr Funp allowance of
one-half of all receipts for expenses) they were enabled to
feed and clothe themselves decently (not elegantly) and to
thus “provide things honest in the sight of all men.”

As a result, several new missionaries started forth with
DAwN and tracts, and good reports are daily coming in. As
an illustration, three brethren full of zeal went to Detroit,
Mich., where they distributed about 3000 Arp Tracts and sold
about 1400 copies of The Plan of the Ages—DawN VoL, I.—
in four weeks after the meeting.

We wish all could have been here to have enjoyed the
liberty and harmony, and to have become personally ac-
quainted with each other as the Lord’s members and servants,
and to learn something of the Lord’s special and general
dealing with all. As some expressed it, it was a foretaste
of the general assembling of the Church—when all the faith-
ful shall meet with their Lord as well as with each other
to recount God’s favors in the past and to discuss the great
work of restitution then to be ushered in.

We need not tell you that the dear scattered ones, less
privileged than ourselves in the matter of this meeting, were
remembered by wus all, and that rich spiritual blessings
upon you all were desired and invoked.
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PREACHING THE

The Missionary Envelopes are not so generally used as we
could wish. They are neat, cheap, and certainly attract at-
tention and do good. Every letter of business or friendship
we write, should go in one of these envelopes, accompanied by
an Arp Tract or Old Theology Tract, or both, as judgment
may dictate, and thus carry the good tidings in addition to
what you write. We have already printed about 80,000 but
the quantity should be a million or more by this time.

The price is low, merely designed to cover cost, postage,

GOSPEL BY MAIL

ete.; but if our readers or their friends use a cheaper grade
of envelopes and buy in large quantities (5,000 to 20,000 at
a time), for use in mailing circulars, etc.,, we will be pleased
to supply such at a rate that will correspond with the price of
a cheaper grade—at a loss—in order to do mission work
in this way.

But, see that you send no orders from disreputable or
dishonest firms who might use the envelopes because at-
tractive—whose dealings might reflect against the truth.

EXTRACT FROM AN

Detroit, Mich., May 12th ’89.

Dear BrRoTHER RUSSELL:—Your lines came duly to hand.
I rejoice to know that you are praying the dear Lord’s
blessing upon me and all. Through the favor of God I am
getting along pretty well in the blessed, harvest work.
Though my feet through the day get sore from walking so
much, yet in the morning they are generally restored. I think
by and by it will be better as I work myself in. I am deter-
mined to endure. My heart’s desire is to esteem all things
a loss, on account of the excellency of the knowledge of the
Anointed Jesus, my Lord. And with my whole being I do
desire to press along the line towards the prize of the high
calling. My sales for the first ten days run as follows:—
22 24, 19, 18, 29, 24, 18, 18, 31, 30, total 233.

INTERESTING LETTER

Praise the dear Lord that I am able to be a co-worker
and under-reaper with Jesus the Chief-Reaper. Your Chris-
tian Brother working and watching. J. A, WEIMAR.

[Our readers will remember Bro. Weimar as the one who
left a Baptist pulpit in Meriden, Conn., recently; going forth
to preach the “good tidings” without human hindrance and
to a larger congregation, delivering sixteen sermons at a
time, by the selling of DawnN Vor. I. His first experience,
here related, is remarkably good. We know that his every
sacrifice and self-denial for the truth’s sake will be amply
rewarded by our great Master, both with present joys and
future glories.—EDITOR.]

CHRIST ALL IN ALL

“In Christ all fulness dwells; from him proceeds
All that fall’n man, poor, wretched, guilty, needs.
In him the contrite, bruised in spirit fin
Whate’er can heal the sorrows of the mind—
Forgiving love, that saves from blank despair,
Rich grace, that banishes each anxious care,
Soft pity, that relieves the bursting sigh,

And truth, revealing joys that never die.

Thrice happy they, who to his word attend,

His favor seek, and on his strength depend;

"Tis their’s to know his heart-consoling voice,

To share his smile, and in his name rejoice;

To them, reclaimed in mercy from the fall

And heavenward marching, Christ is all in all;

In want, their treasure—in distress, their stay—
In gloom, their day-spring—vigor, in decay—
"Mid foes, their guard—in solitude, their guest—
In storms, their hiding-place—In toils, their rest—
In bonds, their freedom—their relief, in pain—
In life, their glory—and in death, their gain.”

“AND THE DOOR WAS SHUT”

Many who have read Dawn Vor. II.—“The Time is at
Hand”—are anxiously inquiring whether they are too late
for admittance to the kingdom class: whether the door of
opportunity is yet open, or whether it closed when the high
calling ceased in 1881, We answer, Though the “call” has
ceased, the “door” is not yet shut. The “call” and the “door”
are distinet and separate.

The Scriptures teach that God fore-ordained or predes-
tinated that a fixed, definite number should be selected from
among men to constitute the Bride of Christ and be his
joint-heir in the great work of bestowing the Millennial
blessings upon the world in general. And this is perfectly
reasonable.

To secure this number, “many are called” or invited to
pass an examination in the scbool of Christ, to prove their
worthiness to be of that select and limited number. Only
believers in Christ, only such as recognize him as their Re-
deemer, are “called” or invited to stand this examination
under the promise of that great prize of joint-heirship with
Christ; and all such believers were invited, from the day of
Pentecost down to the time when enough had been called to
complete the fized number, which God had fore-ordained.
Then, of course, the call to that honor and distinction must
cease; for God would certainly not mislead any one nor prom-
ise “the great salvation” to a single individual more than the
predestinated mumber. None shall have it to say that God
invited him to run the race for the prize of the high calling
and that after running faithfully he could not receive the
reward because too many had been called and the fore-or-
dained number was more than supplied.

First notice, that the close of the “call” is not the close
of the race. Those who have been called, and who have ac-
cepted the conditions of the call and promised to “run”
faithfully so as to obtain the prize, must be tested. And
hence the fact that the general calling of new runners has
ended, in no way ends the running of those who were called in
time and who had consecrated themselves to the Lord’s serv-
ice before the call ceased.

And the fact that you may only recently have come
to a clear knowledge of the exceeding great and precious
promises of the things which God hath in reservation for
them that love him, does not prove that you were not called
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and accepted as a runner for this great prize long before
you understood clearly how great and grand the prize is to be.
In fact, not one who accepts the “call” is able at first to
comprehend fully either the roughness and narrowness of the
way, or the grandeur of the prize to be attained at its farther
end. The clearness of our comprehension of the promises comes
to us as the power of God working in us to strengthen us and
enable us to overcome present obstacles, difficulties and trials.
The exceeding great and precious promises are unfolded to us
gradually, as we prove faithful and go om, in order that by
these—by the strength and courage which they infuse—we
might be enabled to so run as to obtain the promised prize.
—2 Pet. 1: 4.

The class to receive the prize is not only called and
chosen (accepted), but also faithful. And though the general
“call” has ceased, it is evident that the testing of the
faithfulness of the called ones is not yet finished. The faith-
ful are being marked, sealed, and separated from those who
are unfaithful to their covenant of self-sacrifice; the wise
virgins are being separated from the foolish ones, whose
folly consists in supposing that they can run for and win
the world’s prizes of honor, wealth, etc., and at the same
time run faithfully the race for the great prize, of glory, honor
and imwmortality,—the very conditions of which render such
a course impossible.

When all the faithful “wise” virgins have been proved
so, and have entered in to the joys of the Lord, the “door”
of opportunity to become of that cf;ss will close, and no more
will enter. When all the “wise” have entered in, the number
predestinated will be complete; and then the Master will
rise up and shut the door. (Luke 13:24, 25; Matt. 25:
10.) Our Lord himself tells us that then many will begin to
see matters differently—to see what privileges and opportu-
nities for sacrifice they once enjoyed and missed. But
when they shall seek and knock, the Master will tell them,
I do not vecognize you as my Bride—she is complete and
I have but one. But thank God, other Scriptures show that
the foolish virgins, though thus rejected from the high
calling for which their conduct, when on trial, will have
proved them unworthy, will nevertheless be granted a lesser
favor and will be known in an humbler capacity in the
Lord’s household
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Before the door shuts, therefore, before the full number
of the faithful is finished, let each strive to make his
calling and selection sure; and to this end let us permit the
Lord, by these precious promises and these explanatory and
illustrative parables, to work in us to will and to do his
good pleasure.

But some will say, I am certain that I am not one of
those called before the general “call” ceased in 1881, be-
cause I then was not only wholly ignorant of the deep
things of God’s promises, but more, I was wholly a stranger
to God, and even an enemy of his, far from any covenant
with him to do him service, and far from any such desires.
But recently I came to know God at all, recently I took
Christ’s yoke upon me to learn of him, and still more re-
cently I learned of the privilege of suffering with Christ now,
in self-denial in his service, and that such joint-sacrificers are
by and by to be made joint-inheritors with him in the glorious
work of the Millennium. And now, after seeing these glories,
and after admiring those precious things, and after setting
myself to run this race for this wonderful prize, must I con-
clude that it is not open to me, because enough to fill the
number had already been called? I would not think to
change the divine arrangement, or to ask that another be
added, beyond the limit determined by divine wisdom, but
I shall feel keenly my misfortune.

To such we answer (briefly here, more fully in Dawn
Vor. III. now in preparation): Run on, dear brothers and
sisters, your case is not so dark as it seems to you. Re-
member that if all who had accepted the call when it closed
should prove faithful to their covenant, there would be none
too many, but just enough. Remember, too, that your obser-
vation,, as well as the Scriptures, indicates that of the
“many” who accept the call “few” will be chosen, because
but few prove faithful to their covenant when on trial. As
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one after another some of the “called” ones prove unfaithful,
their places of labor and their crowns of reward are trans-
ferred to others. One of these places of labor and one of these
crowns of reward may be transferred to you, and your name
may be written on the scroll of life as a probationary mem-
ber of the Bride of Clrist, instead of one blotted out there-
from as unworthy.—See, Rev. 3: 5; Heb. 12: 23.

1t is already “tbe eleventh hour,” the time for labor and
sacrifice in the Lord’s service is nearly ended, “the night
cometh wherein no man can work,” so if you see a “door” of
opportunity, to labor for and serve the Lord and his truth,
open before you, consider that the Master is saying to you,
as in the parable, “Go ye also into my vineyard, and what-
ever is right 1 will give you.” Remember that the re-
ward is paid only to such as render service, and remember
that while, as in the parable, the Lord does not promise the
prize (the penny) as he did at the beginning, yet the para-
ble shows that some thus admitted to the harvest work just
at its close, just before the night when work will be im-
possible, will get the same reward as others—taking places
and opportunities of labor left vacant by others.

And what a lesson is here for such as have covenanted
with the Lord to serve him first and chiefly, and who are
neglecting his work to strive with time and thought and means
for the transient joys and prizes which the world offers.
These the Lord urges saying, “Be thou faithful unto death and
I will give thee a crown of life;” “He that overcometh [who
conquers in himself the spirit of the world] the same shall
be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name
out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before
my Father and before his holy servants.” But, our Lord
says also: “Hold fast that which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown.”—Rev. 2: 10; 3: 5. 11.

WHO SHOULD

In the Tower for May 1888 the subject of water baptism
was examined. It was there shown that the real baptism
is the burial of the human will into the will of Christ, com-
plete consecration to him and his service; and that water
baptism is but a symbol of this. The symbol should, there-
fore, be applied only to those justified believers in the ran-
som who have performed for themselves the actual immer-
sion or consecration. And such should rejoice to fulfill the
symbol as soon as they see its fitness and the Scriptural
injunctions regarding it.

But questions are raised by some which may be of in-
terest to all, viz.: Is it proper that those who had not con-
secrated before the general call ceased in 1881, but who
have since consecrated, should be immersed to symbolize their
consecration? And, if at all, should it be “into the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ?”

We answer, Yes, to both questions. It is proper that all
who come to a knowledge of the Lord should consecrate
themselves fully to him. This will always be the only proper
course to pursue, whether they come in under the ‘high
calling” or under another later call, not so highly honorable
and distinguished. Nothing short of full consecration will
ever be proper, though by and by when our Lord’s kingdom
is ruling, and when the reward will be less, the keeping of
that consecration will cost no self-denial except of things
actually sinful. There will no longer be any suffering for
righteousness’ sake, as now. Since, therefore, it is proper
to consecrate—and thus perform the real baptism—it must

BE IMMERSED?

still be in order, also, to perform the symbol of it in water.

And, it is still proper to use the same words—though
really the words used do not affect the symbol at all; it is
the thought in the heart of the baptized one; and the signif-
icance of the act is according to his understanding of it,—
neither more nor less.

As shown in the foregoing article, some of those who
have consecrated since 1881 will yet receive the places of
service which some, consecrated and baptized before, have
failed and are failing to use; and such will also receive
their places in the ‘“body of Christ” and their crowns;
hence, to these the thought of immersion into the name
and body of Christ is altogether proper. And for others the
same will be proper, for the name Christ becomes a family
name. It is the name of the Bridegroom. It is bestowed
upon his bride, the overcoming church; and it will be ap-
propriate to all the children of Christ. The Christ complete,
head and body, is proclaimed to be the “Everlasting Father”
(4. e, the everlasting Life-giver) to all of the human family,
who, during the Millennium, when awakened from the tomb
and brought to a clear knowledge of the truth, will become
fully and heartily consecrated to him; and who by his power
shall reach perfection of mind and body and be counted
worthy of everlasting life. It is proper, therefore, that
these also should be baptized into the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ; for if he is to be their Everlasting Father,
they are to be his everlasting children, and children may
always hear the family name.

CHRISTIAN GROWTH

“If the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.”—Rom. 8:11.

There is a philosophy in the growth and development of
Christian character, just as truly as in the growth and de-
velopment of vegetation; and the more thoroughly we ac-
quaint ourselves with the natural processes and conditions
of development and growth in either case, the better we will
understand how to cultivate and to secure the desirable end—
maturity and luxuriant fruitfulness. The farmer who puts
into practice only what he has learned by accident, and that
in a haphazard way, and only goaded to effort by sheer
necessity, cannot expect the fruitful fields, abundant harvests
and well-earned approbation of the enterprising, thrifty farm-
er who has made a study of the business and brought knowl-
edge, carefully gleaned, together with enterprise and energy
to his assistance in the work.

Take for example a tree. If you know nothing about its
cultivation, do not realize the necessity for it, and simply

plant it and let it alone, its strength, instead of producing
fruit, will generally go to making wood and leaves; worms
and decay may attack its roots, insects may sting and blight
its scanty fruitage; and if it continue to stand, it will only
be a useless, fruitless cumberer of the ground, an advertise-
ment of the farmer’s negligence, and worthy only of having
the ax laid to its root. Had it been prumed and trimmed,
and kept free from insects, etc.,, under the blessing of God’s
air and rain and sunshine, it would have been a fruitful.
creditable tree; for the laws of nature are true and faith-
ful in all their operations.

And none the less true are the operations of moral
1aw in the growth and development of moral character. Under
proper conditions and with proper diligent cultivation, the
character will grow and develop, in accordance with fixed
laws, and will become beautiful and fruitful in blessings to
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self and others; or, lacking the necessary cultivation, even
under favorable natural conditions, it will be deformed, worth-
less and fruitless.

When we presented our bodies as living sacrifices to
God. holy and acceptable through the merit of our Redeemer,
we there received the spirit of adoption to the spiritual plane,
as spiritual sons of Gog ; and from that time the faculties and
dispositions of our mortal bodies were reckoned as our new
being, now under the direction and control of the Spirit of
God. And the faithfulness with which we cultivate this
reckoned new nature, by persistently weeding out old habits
of thought and action, supplanting them with new virtues,
and training them to activity in the divine service, is to
prove our worthiness or unworthiness of the actual new na-
ture to be received at the resurrection, to which perfect spir-
itual condition our present reckomed condition stands re-
lated as embryotic. And of course, the disposition and
character of the embryo new creature will be the disposition
ot the perfected new creature when born in the resurrection.

The Apostle in the above text affirms, that if we really
have the spirit of God in us—unless we quench or
put it away from us—it will quicken our mortal
bodics. make them alive toward God, active in growing
into Lis likeness, and fruitful in Christian graces and activi-
ties. And again he adds, “If any man have not the spirit
of God he is none of his,” and that, “As many as are led
by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God.”--Rom.
8:9, 14,

It is our business, therefore, to grow, to cultivate in our-
selves those dispositions which are worthy of us as spiritual
sons of God, called to be heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ,

The Apostle Peter tells us how to proceed in this matter
of cultivating Christian character, intimating that we cannot
do it all in a day, or in a few days, but that it must be
a gradual daily life-work, a process of addition-—adding virtue
to virtue and grace to grace, day by day and hour by hour,
saying:

“Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, and to
virtue knowledge, and to knowledge temperateness, and to
temperateness patience, and to patience godliness, and to god-
liness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness charity.”
And then he adds, “If ye do these things ye shall never fall.”
—2 Pet. 1:5-7-10.

This is a very strong assurance—that if we do these
things we are sure to stand approved of God. We do well,
threfore, to consider them with special care. Here are eight
elements which must go toward making up the Christian
character, the one to be added to the other and assimilated
by the spiritual germ of the new nature, until the embryo
new creature is formed, and then it must continue to grow

and develop. Look at them again. They are:
Faith, Patience,
Virtue, Godliness,
Knowledge, Brotherly kindness,
Temperateness, Charity—Love.

Now for a little self-examination: Let each ask himself:
(1) Have I the faith to which the Apostle here refers?
—not faith in every thing or every person, but faith in God
—in his plan of redemption through the vicarious or substitu-
tionary sacrifice of Christ, and in all his rich promises built
upon that sure foundation? Do I trust him implicitly? 1Is
a “Thus saith the Lord” the end of all controversy, the solu-
tion of all doubts and the restful assurance in every per-
plexity?

(2) Am 1 endeavoring to lead a virtuous life? This to
the child of God consecrated to be a living sacrifice, implies
much more than merely abstaining from evil. It implies liv-
ing truthfully, that is, true to his covenant, which to wilfully
violate would be equivalent to swearing falsely. How we
need to invoke the divine assistance here! and how critically
to judge ourselves!

(3) Am I endeavoring from day to day to gain a more
thorough and complete knowledge of God, of the great plan
revealed in his Word, and of the special features now in
operation, that I may co-operate with him in its execution,
and of his will concerning me in the particular relation-
ships and conditions in which I now stand—irrespective of
my own will and disposition in any matter?

(4) Am I temperate—moderate in all things?—in eating,
and drinking, and dressing, and home-arrangements, and
conduct, and thoughts, and words, and deeds, and looks?
“Let your moderation [temperateness] be known unto all
men,” says the apostle. Let men see, by our thoughtful,
not rash and hasty but careful and considerate demeanor,
in every affair of life, that we honor our profession.

ALLEGHENY, Pa.

(5) Am I patient under trial and discipline, keeping my
feelings always under the control of enlightened reason, let-
ting patience have its perfect work in cultivating the char-
acter, however severely the plow and harrow may break up
the subsoil of the heart, meekly submitting to the discipline in
every case?

(6) Am I carefully observing and endeavoring to pat-
tern my character and course of action after the divine
model? If a parent, or one in any position of authority,
am I using my authority as God uses his?—not for selfish
purposes, to make a boast of it, or tc in any way oppress
or trample upon the God-given individual rights of those
under such authority, but for the blessing and advantage of
those under it, even to the extent of self-denial—with patience,
dignity and grace, and not with boastful imperiousness
which is the attitude of tyrants?

If a son, or one under authority to any extent, do I
consider the example of loyal and loving obedience fur-
nished in the example of our dear Lord? His delight was
and is to do the Father’s will at any cost to himself. As
a man under the kingdoms—authorities—of this world, and
as a youth under the authority of earthly parents, he was
loyal and faithful (Matt. 22:21; Luke 2:51), yet all of this
earthly authority was exercised by his personal inferiors,
though they were his legal superiors. How beautifully we
will be able to grace and fill whatever station we occupy in
life, if we carefully study and copy godliness—God-like-
ness, whether we be princes or peasants, masters or servants.

(7) Does brotherly kindness characterize all my actions?
does it make due allowance for the inherited weaknesses
and circumstantial misfortunes of others? Does brotherly
kindness deal patiently, and helpfully so far as wisdom in
view of the correction of those faults, may dictate? and
that, even at the expense of self-interest, if necessary and
prudent?

And if, as I look myself squarely in the face, I recog-
nize deformity of character, do I thankfully accept a brother’s
proffered aid and meekly bear reproof, determining that
by the grace of God I will overcome such dispositions, and
prove myself a help rather than a hindrance to others, if it
should even cost my life to do it, and that I will no longer
foster my old dispositions, but plunge into activity in the
service of God with those who should have my co-operation in
service, instead of my burden?

(8) Have I charity—love unfeigned—for the unrighteous
and unlovely, as well as for the good and the beautiful t~—
a love which is ever ready to manifest itself in wise and
helpful activity for saint and sinner; a love which pities,
and helps, and comforts, and cheers, and blesses all within
its reach; which longs for the grand opportunities and power
and glory of the incoming age, chiefly for its privilege of
scattering universal blessings; and which, in harmony with
that sentiment, utilizes every present opportunity wisely, and
in harmony with the divine plan, for the accomplishment of
the same end—thus manifesting and cultivating the disposi-
tion which must be found in every member of that glorious
company which shall constitute the King’s cabinet in the
incoming age? If this disposition is not begunm, cultivated
and developed here, we will not be considered worthy of that
honor and office then.

And just as in the cultivation of vegetation, watchfulness,
and the necessary precautions to prevent blight and decay
and to guard against the intrusions of evil powers and in-
fluences calculated to sap its life, pruning, trimming and
cultivation are necessary to accomplish the desired end of
fruitfulness. By resisting the devil he will flee from us, and
by patient continuance in well doing, an increasing measure of
development will result.

“If these things be in you and abound,” says Peter—
That is, if you have them in some measure, and keep on
cultivating them, so that they abound more and more and
rule in you, “they make you that ye shall neither be Larren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”
The truth is for such: “Light is sown for the righteous,”
and they are sure to get it. They shall not walk in dark-
pess. If any man will do the will of God, he shall know
of the doctrine, (John 7:17.) “But he that lacketh these
things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and has forgotten
that he was purged from his old sins.”

“Wherefore, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure; for if ye do these things [if you diligently
cultivate this disposition] ye shall never fall.”. Being justified
fully by faith in the sacrifice of Christ for your redemption,
and thus sanctified (set apart from the world and devoted
to the service of God) by the truth, your final selection to
that position of glory, honor and service, to which you are
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called, shall be sure. And “so, an entrance shall be min-
istered unto you abundantly, into the everlasting kingdom
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.”

“Wherefore,” again says our beloved brother Peter, “I will
not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these
things. Yea, I think it meet as long as I am in this taberna-
cle, to stir you up by putting you in remembrance. -
Moreover I will endeavor that you may be able after my
decease to have these things always in remembrance.” This
he did, and the church to this day may profit by his broth
erly counsel.

While the Apostle Peter, addressing the conzecrated, thus
clearly and explicitly points out the way in which we may
make our calling and election sure to the chief favor of God,
the Apostle Paul, addressing the same class, shows that neg-
lect to develop and cultivate the Christian character involves
not only the loss of the chief favor of our high-calling, but
eventually of all favor, if wilfully and continually neglected.
He wrote: “If ye [ye who have solemnly covenanted to sacri-
fice your very life in the service of God, for the eradication
of evil] live after the flesh [with selfish effort, merely to
gratify self] ye shall die.” (Rom. 8:13.) God has no use
nor place for wilful covenant-breakers and covenant-despisers,
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after they have been brought to a knowledge of the truth
and of his will, and have covenanted to do it faithfully.

With all our striving and watchfulness, however, we shall-
not be able, in our present condition, to reach our ideal. Per-
fection is something which can only be approximated in the
present life. But the measure of our effort to attain it will
prove the measure of our faithfulness and earnest desire to
do so. And that effort will not be unfruitful. 1f no frut
appears, we may be sure that little or no effort is made
at cultivation, pruning, etc. The fruit will not only appear
in the development of the Christian graces of character,
but also in increasing activities. We ruust not wait for our
spiritual and immortal bodies, promised us in our resur-
rection, before our activity in God’s service begins. If we
possess the spirit [the will, the disposition] of that new
nature our mortal bodies will be active in the service of
God’s truth now. Our feet will be swift to run his errands,
our hands prompt to do his bidding, our tongues ready to
bear testimony to the truth, our minds aclive in devisin,
ways and means to do so more and more abundantly an
effectively. And thus we shall be living cepistles known and
read of all about us.

A RELIGIOUS TEACHER MEASURED BY A “TWO-FOOT RULE”

THE Livine CHURCH, a Protestant Episcopal organ, pub-
lished weekly in Chicago, is supposed to voice the ideas of “the
Church,” and to furnish instruction on the religious subjects
of the day. It is a 16-page journal, having 4 columns of
13 inches each per page. Deducting 5014 inches for the
Headings, Calendar and prospectus we have left 65 feet 14
inches of solid reading matter, or 3126 quarter inches in
length and the width of a usual column of printed matter.
These 3126 quarter inches are divided as follows:--—

I. Advertisements of

qr. ins.
50 Schools ......... ... ... i 175
17 Church Bell Foundries, Church Supply Stores...... 115
17 Books and Papers ................¢cc0itiiniiinn.. 226
22 Patent Medicines, Soaps and Baking Powder 302
22 Miscellaneous—Agents Wanted, Insurance, etc..... 154
128 Different Advertisements (20 feet 3 inches) ..... 972
II. Religious, etc.
14 Clippings and Household Recipes .............. 304
4 Obituaries .......... .. .. . i 46
20 Diocesan and other Church News . ................. 752
6 Church Ritual, Policy and Instructions 577
4 Bishop’s Personals .............. ............... 61

10 Letters and Notes Complimentary and Controver-
sial (4 feet 934 inches) ........................ 231
10 Miscellaneous Personals ........ ....... ....... 78
8 Miscellaneous Church Finances ..... .. .......... 46
2 Spiritual Instructions ........... .. .. .. ... ... 60
206 Items measuring ............... ... ... .. ... 2154
128 88 8bOVE ... .ttt it e et e e 972
Total ... e e e 3126

Of all this mass of “Stuff,” but two items measuring 1
feot 3 inches—or just a little more than onc column (or
about 2-3 of a column in Zion’s WarcH Towir) were devoted
to religious or spiritual instruction. These taught of the

Divine Nature of Christ, and the necessity for self-examina-
tion. Some issues are better and they have fully twice as
much spiritual teaching or perhaps 2 to 3 columns-—out of
64. But even they are of a kind better left unwritten. No-
where does this paper teach us to consecrate our poor
selves to Christ expecting the reward of the divine nature.
Nowhere does it present hopes of our being called Christ’s
brethren. It nowhere points to the glorious hopes which have
hecome our ambition to attain.

This paper, “The Living Ohurch,” is recommended highly,
and subscriptions are taken for it by the “Clergy,”’ as they
style themselves, of the professed “Church of the living
God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” But as we, the
consecrated, now know by the actual measurement vhat this
would-be teacher really is, we take notice and govern our-
selves accordingly. Leaving behind all the worldly vanities
this blind leader of a blind church advertises, and uses its
sacred character to recommend, let the true Church, the Stone
rejected, press forward to the grand prize. W. M. W.

[The above is by the Brother who a little more than a
year ago was a staunch “Churchman”—Episcopalian-—whose
defence of that system we published and answered in the
issue of Nov. 1887. He is now more of a churchman than
ever, but he serves and acknowledges not a human system, but
the divine one—the “Church of the Firstbora whose names
are written in heaven.” A busy man, the special agent of a
leading Fime INSURBANCE Co., he nevertheless is constantly
preaching the good tidings among all classes. He orders the
Missionary Envelopes and Arp Tracts by the thousand, and
seldom a week passes that we do not receive from or through
him fresh orders for ten or more Dawns Vor. 1.

The zeal of all who really receive the good tidings with
all readiness of heart must surprise former friends, as Paul’s
course did his friends. Yet with Paul they can say, “I am
not mad—but speak forth the words of truth and sober-
ness,”—EDITOR. ]

BLAMELESS, NOT FAULTLESS

No Christian is or can be faultless before the Lord.
Blameless, all may and ought to be. The child that does its
needlework faithfully is commended, though not a stitch is
perfect. The child is blameless, but the work is not faulcless.
The Christian who lives up to his light and ability is blame-
less, but in God’s sight faulty. He is not always conscious
of his defects, his eyes are not as sharp as God’s; his best
efforts are like the needlework of the little girl, well done for
her, but so defective in fact that every stitch must be re-

moved and done again by a more skillful and experienced
hand. Saints sometimes judge themselves perfect because
they are noti conscious of sin. They may be innocent, but
surely not perfect. With more light and culture they would
discern defects. Others of more experience observe them
now, but they see them not, because not sufficiently educated
or advanced in wisdom, Jesus keeps his trusting sheep
blameless, and step by step leads them up to higher things,
until finally he gives them his likeness in glory.—Selccted.

“TILL. HE

Some who have read Dawn Vor. II. attentively, are in-
quiring whether the Apostle’s statement concerning the Lord’s
Supper, that it shows forth the Lord’s death till he come
(1 Cor. 11:28), should not be understood to limit its ob-
servance and to make it no longer proper. We answer, No;
it will be proper to celebrate our Lord’s death and our conse-
cration, to be dead with him, down to the time when we

COMES”

shall complete our sacrifice by actually dying, and until we
partake of the new wine (joys) of the kingdom with Tim.

The expression “till he come,” does not indicate the dis-
continuance of the observance after the Lord’s arrival. until he
shall have fully gathered his jewels. A similar expression is
found in James 5:7—“Be patient, brethren, unto the coming
of the Lord.”
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THE SAINTS AS LAW STUDENTS

“Let your speech be always with grace seasoned with salt.”—Col. 4:6.

The whole world is full of suffering; and the more we
partake of the spirit of our Lord, the more will our sympa-
thies be drawn out toward the suffering ones around us and
cause us to measurably forget our own. And while our present
chief business is not to devote special time and attention to
the temporary amelioration of present suffering, we rejoice
that the time is coming, and that at no distant day, when
that will be our chief business,—when with a strorg hand
which no opposer can stay, we shall be able to help all. With
this end in view we rejoice in the present preparatury work, in
which we are engaged as co-workers with our Lord-—the
developing and harvesting of the Church, the body of Christ,
which, together with our Lord and Head, is to be the Seed of
Abrzham which was promised to bless all the families of the
carth.

Though this preparation for a future work for the world
is not ai present appreciated by the world, and does not
directly alleviate its present suffering, yet it is the grandest
and most important movement in this direction which can at
present be made.

And it is to the direct and indirect influence of this con-
secrated class, preparing for the great future work, that all
present benevolent and philanthropic enterprises are due.
The {ruth concerning God’s great and loving plan, and the
spirit of that truth reflected upon the world, are the moon-
light of the present dark night and the promise of coming
sunlight in the Millennial day of blessing.

Fvery educator well knows that if his school is to be
a success it must have an educated, disciplined and compe-
tent faculty to take charge of the various departments of
the work. If the crude, undisciplined and uneducated were
placed in such positions, the institution could only imperfectly
bless those under its charge. If such an institution were
contemplated and no such faculty could be found, its work
could not begin, nor its blessings be felt, until the faculty
were first selected and prepared for the work. And this
work, though it might have little direct or present bearing
upon the prospective pupils of that institution, would be the
most necessary work for their future welfare. And any
side issues which would detract from, or delay this prepar-
atory work, would be detrimental to the great work of gen-
eral education designed to be accomplished by the proposed
institution.

Just so it is with the work now before the church. The
great “Prophet,” or Teacher of the world under the New
Covenant, the Christ, head and body. must first be developed
and exalted to his position, before the work of instructing,
training and educating the world up to perfection can really
begin. We must not expect the world to understand or ap-
preciate our present work; for that is as impossible as for an
infant to appreciate a parent’s plans for its future good.
We, as children of God approaching maturity, have been taken
into our Heavenly Father’s confidence, and have been shown
his plan for the blessing of his entire family in heaven and in
earth, and have been privileged to become co-workers with him
in carrying out that plan. As the scope of the plan is
so broad and comprehensive, it is necessarily of slower devel-
opment than those would suppose who have narrow, con-
tracted views. The world, and Christians who keep the
world’s standpoint of observation, have no wider plans for
the blessing of others than those bounded by the narrow
limits of the present life, while God’s plan stretches on
into eternity and is for the thorough reformation and eternal
blessing of all. Its foundations are therefore laid broad and
deep, so as to last eternally, and every step of the plan is
accomplished with unerring wisdom.

As co-workers together with our Lord, we are permitted
to assist in the gathering and developing of the various
members of the body of Christ, building one another up in
the truth, and in the spirit of it. And in this very work
of assisting one another, come up all those principles of the
divine law, by which the whole world is to be governed
when the kingdom of God is established in the earth. As
children of God, therefore, called to be of that little flock
which shall judge both angels and men, we should be con-
stant students of divine law. We should not only acquaint
ourselves with its surface meaning, but also with its great
underlying principles and all their ramifications, as they
apply to the practical affairs of life; and our own course
should he ruled accordingly, however squarely in opposition
to current opinions it may run.

While in the flesh we have to deal with the questions which
confront the rest of mankind with regard to our duties in
the various relations of life—our duties to God and to each
other, as members of society, and as husbands, wives, par-
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ents and children. When the law of God and its underlying
principles are carefully studied, it will be found to touch
every contingency which can rise, and to point out the narrow
path of duty in every emergency. No question of duty is too
mixed and complicated for God’s law to unravel and justly
settle, if appealed to with studious effort. And if we made
a study of that law, we will not only find the solution of all
the perplexing questions in our own experience, but we will
have a fund of information which may be of great service to
others in times of trouble and perplexity, whether of the
church or of the world, when they come to us for sympathy
and advice. Our own human judgment in many cases would
be very imperfect, being biased by our ignorance, or prejudices,
or our natural dispositions; but if we are law students
under the great Teacher we will be able to say, Thus and
80 is the law of God on this subject, and as it applies in
this particular case. Neither our own affairs, nor the af-
fairs of others who seek our counsel, should be decided upon
by the impulse of the moment, but always with a careful
consideration of the law of God on the subject. Thus may
our speech be always “with grace seasoned with salt.” Salt
is a preserving element keeping that which is good from
decay and putrefaction. And just so, the influence of wise
and well instructed saints tends to the preservation of every-
thing that is good; and their counsel and sympathy will
assist and encourage every earnest seeker after righteousness.
And if their own lives and affairs are continually governed
by the high principles of true Christianity, they are living
epistles known and read of all men.

As intelligent creatures of God, we stand related in some
sense to the entire family of God in heaven, and in earth.
Our very existence has brought us into these relationships,
with all their corresponding privileges and obligations, and
as intelligent beings it should be our desire and effort to
learn the exact measure of privilege and obligation which
these varied relationships involve,

To our great Creator, we originally stood related as chil-
dren, and to all his intelligent creatures as brethren—
brethren of the family of God, though not as great as our
brethren the angels, who are of higher nature (Eph. 3:15):
and to earthly creatures lower than human nature, we stood
as rulers. When we became sinners, these privileges, bless-
ings and relationships were cancelled by our Heavenly Father's
decree. As unworthy of life and its blessings, we were con-
demned to death. Thenceforth we were no longer recognized
as children of God, or brethren of his family, but were re-
garded and treated as aliens and enemies until the death
sentence should be fully executed upon us—until existence
should terminate.

After our redemption by his grace, through the precious
blood of Christ, and our acceptance of the same by faith,
the former natural relationships are again recognized, though
all their privileges are not enjoyed, nor all their obligations
insisted upon, until the effects of the fall are fully overcome—
until we are actually restored to perfection. Though again
recognized by our Heavenly Father as sons and heirs through
Christ, yet until actually perfect all communication with
him must be through the name and merit of our Mediator,
Christ, who represents us and our interests before the Father.
All judgment is therefore now committed unto the Son of
God who purchased us by his blood. (John 5:22.) Believers
now, therefore, stand in a new relationship to Christ, who
becomes Lord and life-giver (a father) to those whom he
purchased and proposes to restore out of condemnation and
death to fellowship and life. Hence he is called the Everlast-
ing Father. (Isa. 9:6.) And when the age of his reign is
over, the restored ones will again recognize Jehovah as the
great Pather of all, and Christ as their Lord and Redeemer.

Thus far, no reference is made to the peculiar relation-
ships of the church as new creatures in Christ. We wish first
to consider the human relationships and their privileges and
obligations, and then to inquire how the new conditions, into
which we come by consecration during the Gospel age, affect
our former relationships.

First then we inquire, What, in the way of privilege and
obligation, is involved in our relationship to God as justified
human sons? As justified human sons we come into posses-
sion of all the rights and privileges bestowed upon Adam,
viz.: life and the dominion of earth—life in its blessed ful-
ness, unmixed with any element of death, perfect health
without an ache or a pain, life which will never terminate
unless forfeited by misuse. To be given the dominion of earth,
signifies the full enjoyment of every earthly good. The earth
was made for man. “God created it not in vain, he created
it to be inhabited” (Eeccl. 1:4; Isa. 45:18) and enjoyed for-
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ever by a glorious race of perfect beings, to whose wants it
will be perfectly adjusted when both they and it have attained
his ideal perfection, which was at first illustrated in our
progenitor, Adam, and his specially prepared Eden home.
Then the whole earth shall blossom as the rose, and the wil-
derness and the solitary place shall be glad. (Isa. 35:1.)
The animal, the mineral, and the vegetable kingdoms will
all be at man’s command, to serve his pleasure and to supply
his needs. And the laws of nature which govern their
increase, and circumscribe their power and place, are so
appointed, and, we are guaranteed, will so continue, as to
forever minister to human necessities and happiness. Earth,
air and water are teeming with blessings, constantly inviting
man to prove by still deeper investigation their wonderful
power to enhance his comfort and pleasure. Delve into the
mines, bore into the earth, dive into the waters, soar upon
the wings of the wind, harness the electric currents, study
and apply the divinely appointed laws of nature, and prove
the Creator’s power and will to bless his creatures. And
as we lift our hearts in grateful praise for his goodness
and love, let the smiling heavens again whisper to our hearts
that “God is love;” for he has appointed the sun to bless
us by day, and the moon and stars by night.

And yet the half haa not been told. Consider your own
organism—how wonderfully made! not only your physical,
but your mental organism, those wonderful mental faculties
which answer to God’s own glorious attributes—the will, the
judgment, the reasoning powers, the conscience, the memory,
the imagination, the aesthetic tastes, and the capacity for
social enjoyment founded wupon the love and appreciation
of the good, the pure, and the beautiful. Then remember
that all this capacity for happiness, as well as all the means
of happiness within our reach, is God-given. We are not
attempting now to account for the irregularities and miseries
brought about by sin, we are merely considering the perfect
condition of humanity, when fully justified, not only reck-
onedly, but actually, when as it 1s promised, there shall be
nothing to hurt nor destroy (Isa. 11:9), when sin and its
consequences will have been forever banished. And yet quite a
measure of these blessings we are permitted to enjoy even
now. We now taste and see that the Lord is good, but
the fullness of his favor will be realized when he hath
made all things new.—Rev. 21:5.

Then consider that all these blessings flow to us from
purest love; that God created us for his pleasure, that he
might have a father’s delight in us as his children, that he
might bestow upon us the wealth of his affection and bounty,
and that he might find in us the corresponding satisfaction of
filial love and gratitude. When we thus consider the object
of our creation and the love and bounty of our Creator
love and gratitude spring up spontaneously in our hearts to-
wards him who thus first loved us.

Some say, It is our duty to love God; but duty is not
the word. We never love any person or any thing because
it is our duty to love them. We love because we cannot help
loving, because the object is worthy of love, good, beautiful,
true, or in some way precious to us. A feeling of selfishness
or gratification which springs from any other source, is not
true love. Love is a pure and noble quality. By a law
of our mental constitution, love springs up spontaneously
for the good, the pure, and the beautiful in all who are right-
minded. To love God, therefore, we need but to acquaint
ourselves with his character and to meditate upon it. There-
fore it is our duty to acquaint ourselves with God, and to
meditate upon his goodness and favor toward us, and when
he is fully known and appreciated, as he will be by the
restored race, then will men love him voluntarily with all
their heart, with all their mind, and with all their strength.

Thus the first commandment will be fulfilled;: and the
second, being like unto it and springing from a similar
source, will be fulfilled just as spontaneously or naturally—
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” Why? For a
two-fold reason: First, All our neighbors are creatures of
God, and therefore, like ourselves, objects of his love and
care; and to love God with the whole heart, iz to love all
that he loves, for the same reason that he loves them. And
secondly, the germ of the future perfect man, however now
degraded by sin, must be a thing of great value when God
gave his only begotten Son to redeem it; and therefore, every
man for whom Christ died is worthy of love. However, from
the very nature of the case, the creatures must always take
a subordinate place to the great Creator in the affections
ot each other, when that upon which love is to be based is
fully known and recognized.

The justified man’s relationship, therefore to the Creator,
is of a child to a father. His condition is that of entire

ZION’S WATCH TOWER 6

dependence upon God for every thing, from least to greatest.
And his wisdom and justice being faultless and infallible,
his power omnipotent and his love fathomless, our only
safety and security is in implicit confidence and obedience
to his will in every matter, whether in our shortsightedness
we can or cannot understand it as the expression of infal-
lible wisdom, justice and love. We can safely trust such a
Father, even where we cannot trace him.

It is because it is necessary for our good, and because it
is the proper attitude in which filial love and gratitude
should naturally place us, that God requires of his creatures
implicit obedience. It is for the same reason that you as
& parent require obedience from your children. And as
you accept cheerful and prompt obedience from your chil-
dren as the expression and measure of their love to you, so
God measures our love to him. And since an enforced obe-
dience is no expression of filial love or confidence, he has
given to all his intelligent creatures freedom to either obey
or disobey, that thereby he may prove them, and that thereby
the eternal blessedness of all his loyal and obedient children
may be established in the universal mutual love which shall
bind and cement all hearts with the tenderest, most beautiful,
and strongest cord—love.

Then our deepest and warmest affections, our profoundest
gratitnde, and our implicit faith and obedience, are due to
our Heavenly Father, and should be manifested in our con-
duct toward him in studious efforts to learn, and ambitious ef-
forts to do, his will. On the first commandment, and the
second which grows out of the first, hang all the Law and
the prophets, said Jesus (Matt. 22:40) ; for “love is the ful-
fillment of the law.”—Rom. 13:10.

Having thus considered our relationship to our Heavenly
Father, let us remember his words—that he would also have
us honor his dear Anointed Son ‘“even as we honor the
Father:” not that he should take the Father’s place in our
affections, but that next to the Father, as the executor of his
plan, he should receive the honor, love and praise of our
hearts. To love and honor and obey him, not only for his
personal character, and because of his great love for us, but
also because he was the willing obedient agent of our Father
in the execution of his benevolent plan, is the natural out-
growth of deep love to the great Designer of the plan.

When we observe closely our relationship to God and all
of duty and privilege which that relationship involves, we
find that the same principles carried out, apply to all our
relationships with each other. For the very same reasons
that as children of God we should love, honor and obey him,
children of earthly parents should love, honor and obey them.
Their love and care and sacrifice and bountiful providence
during the years of helplessness and ignorance, should ever
be held in loving remembrance, and should be rewarded with
gratitude, and with kindest attentions when their age and
infirmities require it. And though the helplessness and ig-
norance of our early years, which necessitated our ohedience
to earthly parents until the years of maturity were reached,
then no longer require subjection to parental authority, yet
the duty of love and honor and grateful recognition and
preferment, is never cancelled.

So, likewise, when we observe God’s attitude toward his
children, we see the model for all parents to imitate. We
see how love, justice, benevolence, generosity, economy, wis-
dom and prudence harmoniously work together for the good
of his family. And as we study his plan and his methods
for discipline, development, and culture, we have practical
suggestions to parents for every emergency which can arise in
the family. We have in his methods the example of love
which never grows cold or indifferent and of firm justice
which never bends; and the two always act in harmony. Let
earthly parents study and copy the divine pattern; and
let the children of earthly parents be taught to be grateful
for all favors, from whatsover source they come. and to
recognize the principles of love, justice, benevolence and
generosity, as manifested in God’s dealing with us, and to
act on them from earliest infancy.

It will be comforting, too, to perplexed earthly parents,
the fruitage of whose best efforts seems to tarry long, to
observe that time is a large factor in the outworking of
God’s disciplinary measures. For six thousand vears he has
let his refractory children try and prove the futility of their
own plans, before he attempts to force their submission to
his, knowing that the rough experience is necessary to their
final good; and looking forward to the end to be gained.
he is undisturbed by present discords. and firm and unmoved
in his unerring purposes.

The obligation, arising from the relationship of brothers
and sisters, whether considered as bound by the narrow
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limits of the family circle, or the wider sphere of the whole
family of God, is simply that of mutual love, as children
of common parentage. And love worketh no ill to his neigh-
bor. but delights to be gracious.

But alas! love does not reign in human society. Men
do not generally consider the duties and obligations arising
out of their varied relationships. Parents do not consider,
children do not consider, and generally are not so taught,
brothers and sisters do not consider; and so in all the other
relationships. Men and women, from infancy up, are gener-
ally heady, high-minded, proud, boasters, and lovers of pleas-
ure more than lovers of God. And those who resolutely
set themselves against the overwhelming tide of popular
opinion, to live Godly, and if they have families to bring
them up in the way of truth and righteousness, must ignore
the opinions of others, and study and closely follow the
divine law.

Let us now inquire, how the new conditions into which
some come by special consecration, during the Gospel age,
affect our relationships. Those whose ambitions are not now
of an earthly character, but who are seeking the heavenly
prize—the divine nature and joint-heirship with Christ—
while they are in the world and have to do with the world,
must ever bear in mind that they are not of the world, but
that they are God’s representatives in the world to faithfully
carry out and exemplify the principles of his government
in whatever position in life they may be placed, whether as
parents or children, or brothers and sisters, or members
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of society. They should not only exemplify the principles of
the divine government, but should have such a clear under-
standing of them as to be able to fairly present them to
any inquirer.

While we are in the world our business is the King’s
business, and all cares of an earthly character must be reso-
lutely pushed aside, so far as may be consistent with the
obligations we had assumed before we came into the Lord’s
service, so that all the time and energy we can possibly
spare from the necessary duties of this life may be spent on
the great work of preparation for our future work of teach-
ing and restoring the world.

Our duties of an earthly character must be performed
in exactly the same way that we would counsel the world
to do, if they would heed our counsel. As parents and chil-
dren and husbands and wives and brothers and sisters, our
rightful obligations to each other are not canceled by our
higher relationships as sons of God and heirs with Christ
of the kingdom to come. But our duties must be limited
by the necessities of ourselves and those dependent upon us.

Study and apply the principles of the divine law in all
its bearings, both on the present and the future, and let your
course be ruled accordingly and your counsel to others be
drawn from it. “Let your words be always with grace, sea-
soned with salt.” Ye are the lights of the world; let your
light shine, as a beacon on a dark and stormy sea.

MRS. C. T. R.

ESTABLISHED

An aged farmer and a young man who had recently given
himself to Christ were driving along a country road. The
young man was talking about his newly found Saviour with
all the joyous enthusiasm of a young convert, when his old
and somewhat cynical companion interrupted, saying, “Oh,
yes, you know you are just in your first love; but wait a
little, and then yowll—you’ll—” and he meant though he
did not say it, that he would get “cold,” like himself. “And
what are you?’ inquired the young man. “I am an estab-
lished Christian,” was the answer. They drove on for some

time in silence, until they were somewhat roughly brought
up by the cart-wheel sticking fast in a deep rut. They got
out to try and liberate it; the old man whipped the horse
and spoke rather forcibly, but all to no purpose; the wheel
remained immovable. After one of the fruitless efforts, the
young man looked at the farmer and remarked, “I guess, my
friend, it’s got established.” Similarly, there are some Chris-
tians who get into a deep rut, and stick there, and mistake
their inactivity for established Christianity.—Selected.

THE REST OF THE DEAD

DearR BROTHER RUSSELL:—I have read with great inter-
est Mr. Brewer’s letter to you and your reply, on the resur-
rection of “the rest of the dead,” published in ZroN’s WarcH
Tower for March ’89.

I have given the subject deep thought and cannot help
concluding that to any logical mind it should be clear that
the passage in question was a comment or note made by a
reader, and was not in the original text. I give you my
thoughts as they came to me while studying the subject:
Christ is Lord both of the dead and of the living (Rom.
14:9), hence, I conclude that the second resurrection will be
his work and will take place during his Millennial reign, i. e,
the first resurrection will be that of the saints immediately
at Christ’s coming, and the second that of the “rest of the
dead;” because to restore, or raise up, or give life will
he his special work during his reign.

From the study of the Lord’s Word I conclude that his
work would not be complete, if the “rest of the dead” were

raised up after the thousand years, for then Christ will de-
liver up the kingdom to his Father perfect in every respect.
—1 Cor. 15:24 and following verses.

Peter says in Acts 3:20, 21: “Restitution of all things.”
This implies a restoration of all things both dead and living
to their original condition or state of perfection lost by Ad-
am’s transgression, and if such is not the case the Apostle
Paul’s statement in Rom. 14:9 has no meaning. We cannot
for a moment suppose that Christ would deliver up the king-
dom to his Father in an incomplete condition, and it cer-
tainly would be so, if he did not awaken all and give all
the opportunity to be fully raised up out of death; and
it would be contrary to his own words in John 5:27-29 and
11:25; and to Paul’s words in 1 Cor. 15:21, 22.—Diaglott.
Yours in the service of Jesus, W. C. .

[We think the above reasoning sound and Scriptural.—
Epiror.]

VALUE OF THE

Is life worth living? What a question! Who would die?
glad youth replies, buoyant with hope, unfettered with care,
the ruddy cheek glowing with health, the eye sparkling with
pleasure.—How sweet to be, to think, to move, to drink of joy
on every hand. Oh, who could part with life?

Is life worth living? ’Tis youth again gives answer, but
hope has fled. The pale face, emaciated form, and sunken
eye betoken affliction’s heavy hand, with days and nights
of anguish and unrest. Oh what is life to me!—to be, and
suffer. Life is a synonym of pain, and time means torture.

And what has life for you, O man of riper years! busy
from early morn till close of day. Has labor aught of joy that
one should care to live? Talk not to me of giving up to
plan and do, gaining of knowledge, wealth, honor’s wreath,
and fame’s fair title. °Tis true, life has its trials, cares, its
stormy days, but these are only fleeting shadows that serve
to gild the intervening time with brighter splendor. But
again an answer comes from him who has reached the me-
ridian of life in our day. Misfortune on the right hand
and the left. Life to me means toil for naught. Affection

PRESENT LIFE

has no sooner settled firm around earth’s fairest blossoms
than death puts an end to all ouvr cherished hopes. Friends
are gained but to be lost again. Honor is a bubble to be
bursted by the first foul breath of jealousy. The cup of
pleasure scarce is lifted to the lips till dashed to earth again.
To judge the future by the past, what has life in store that
I should crave it?

And what of life? ’Tis now the gray-haired veteran gives
reply. The weight of years has bent the once proud form,
furrowed the cheek and brow, and robbed the senses of
their acuteness. Alone, and trembling on the verge of the
grave, memory of younger days is all there is left of com-
fort. The days of the years of my pilgrimage have been
few and full of sorrow. The beacon lights of pleasure, wealth
and glory are as fleeting as the moments we employ in their
pursuit, as changeful as the firefly, and if secured are only
vanity. Humanity’s portion is, to be, to hope, to hover be-
tween its fruition and despair, and end in death, fitting
finale of the fitful dream.

But Christian, what say you of life? It is our first
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and greatest blessing, the preface to eternity, the time in
which true happiness may be forever gained. I look not for
the present earthly joy, knowing full well that the afflic-
tions, trials and temptations which abound are means by
which God proves me, whether I will do his sovereign will.
What virtue in obeying him if there are no desires of my
own to disregard? How may I prove him to be
the chief object of my affections, and not be called
upon to deny myself for his sake? Life affords the
opportunity to battle for immortality, to struggle for an ex-
istence that shall prove eternal. %hey who use it for a
baser purpose are void of understanding. The curse of God
now rests upon the land. We need not think to find our
heart’s desires where such a blighting curse exists. But he has
promised to remove all evil in his own good time, when,
with his blessing here instead, happiness shall be ours. Re-
joicing in his love so freely manifested in the gift of his
only Son, who even died to redeem wus from our present
sin-cursed state, gladly do I seek to follow him, scorning all
that earth now has in store, and present my body a living
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sacrifice to God, a reasonable servicee. I am made conforma-
ble unto his death, that I may know him and the power
of his resurrection. I rejoice in his self-denial, and partake
of his sufferings, that 1 may share in his joy and glory.
Glory to God in the highest! for the being and time by which
I may work out so great a destiny. Whatever may be my
portion now, I praise his name for life; for I look not at
the things that are seen, they are temporal, but at the
things that are not seen, which he has promised, for they
are eternal. “He that loveth his life shall lose it, and
he that loseth his life for my sake shall find it.” “For I am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor prin-
cipalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

Those who live to make the most they possibly can
of earthly objects through their present fleshly nature, are
doomed to bitter disappointment. This life can prove a
blessing only when lived for God.—P. W. Pope.

IS EARLY DEATH A BLESSING?

On last Sunday I was one of a crowd of over four thou-
sand people who listened to & sermon by the noted Brooklyn
preacher, De Witt Talmage. The whole discourse was a
pessimistic view of this present life, and an effort to prove
that the more brief the life the greater the blessing, because
of the struggle, the labors and heart-aches that are escaped,
as well as the temptations that are avoided.

To quote his own expressive language: “If one die at
thirty-five, he gets through work at noon;” and speaking of
the child that dies in infancy. “That child touched the earth
and glanced into heaven.”

I could not interpret the thoughts of the throng who
appeared to receive his bold unproven assertions as the
words of one speaking with authority, but I know that many
thoughts coursed through my brain. The following are a
few of them:

I thought: You profess to be a minister of God. Why
don’t you teach the people God’s word instead of giving
so many of your own words; for since bidding good-bye to
your text you have not quoted a word of Scripture to sup-
port your assertions. I thought—If it is such a blessing
to die young, what a great mistake our Creator has made.
If he had taken counsel of modern theologians he would
have arranged to have had the bulk of humanity “just
touch the earth and glance into heaven,” reserving only the
“real good!” who could not be corrupted, to perpetuate the
race ,and thus furnish more inhabitants for heaven.

I thought—My dear sir! I wonder were you taken se-
riously ill, if you would not send post-haste for a physician,
and if necessary for a council of them, for fear that b
some mistake you might be taken away to the “warmt
and sunsliine and beauteous landscapes” of heaven before
you were quite ready to quit this “outer circle.”

I thought—Had you been God’s counselor on Mt. Sinai
you would have advised Him not to add the promise of long
life to the fifth commandment; and you could have cor-
rected Paul when he quoted the commandment, so that
he would not have added as a blessing: “That thou mayest

live long on the ecarth.” Then, again, how ignorant was
Hezekiah. What a splendid opportunity he had to go directly
through the pearly gates into glory; but he prayed and he
wept to remain “in this cheerless world;” and God humored
him, and as a special privilege allowed him to remain “out-
side in the cold and the wet” for fifteen long years. If
Hezekiah could have listened to his sermon he would never
have written as he did: “Behold for peace I had great bit-
terness, but Thou hast in love to my soul delivered it from
the pit of corruption, for thou hast cast all my sins behind
my back. For the grave cannot praise Thee, death cannot cel-
ebrate Thee; they that go down into the pit cannot hope for
Thy truth. The living, the living, he shall praise Thee even
as I do this day.”—Isa. 38:1-5, 17-19.

I thought—Solomon was a very wise man; but if you, Mr.
Talmage, are correct, he made one great mistake when he
gave counsel to the young man, “My son, forget not my law;
but let thine heart keep my commandments; for lemngth of
days, and long life, and peace shall they add to thee;” Tal-
madge would have given as the reward, “For you shall die
young and go to glory.” Again David ought never to have
said, in enumerating the blessings of a perfect man, “With
long life will I satisfy him,” if as you say, the dead “are
more alive than we are—we are the dead.”

I thought—“What fools we mortals be” to struggle and
labor in search of knowledge as we do, if it be true that,
“in five minutes after death we will know more than by
studying one hundred years;” and “a child six months old
knows more than all the wisdom of Princeton, Yale, Harvard,
Oxford, and all other universities combined;” and then, how
strange it is that the inspired Psalmist did not know this,
as he would not then have written that “the dead know not
anything,” that “in death there is no remembrance of Thee;”
and concerning man that “His breath goeth forth, he return-
eth to his earth, in that very day his thoughts perish.”"—
Psa. 6:5; 146:4.

“If any man speak let him speak as the oracle of God."—
Selected.

OLD THEOLOGY TRACTS

Sample copies of OLp THEOLOGY TracTS, No. I. of the
series, have been sent to all the TowER readers. These will be
issued quarterly, beginning with April 1889. Our first edi-
tion, No. I, was 10,000 and was quickly exhausted; now
50,000 more of the same are at your servicee We are ready
to do our part to make the edition a million, and if each stew-
ard of time and money and influence among us will do
what he can, we believe it will not be long before the Old
Theology, older than Romanism or any other ism—the the-
ology of our Lord and the apostles—will be much more
clearly understood than at present.

Study over the matter, and decide how many you can
subscribe for and use each quarter, at the very low rates
mentioned on second page of Tract No. I. Some write that
they can take a larger quantity, if permitted to send the
subscription price in quarterly installments, instead of send-
ing for the entire year at once, and ask if this will be
agreeable to us, or whether it will cause too much trouble.
We answer, Do whichever way you can accomplish the greatest
results. We gladly take any extra labor that will honor our

great Redeemer’s name and help set free God's saints still
held in error’s bondage in Babylon.

Some of the saints are very enthusiastic in regard to these
Tracts. Bro. Weber insists that they will be the shower
of hail mentioned by the Prophet Isaiah. (Chap. 28:17.) As
heretofore shown, water is a symbol of truth; hence hail is a
symbol of crystalized and purified truths. May the Lord
grant that these old theology hail-stones may in many cases
be successful in exposing and sweeping away the refuges
of error, and thus in liberating the minds of many of God's
true children, who shall be in trouble until made to under-
stand the true doctrine, the old theology. See marginal
reading of Isa. 28:19: “report” should be translated “doc-
trine.”

Let us who are of the “Day,” and who realize that we
are in the dawn, not pattern after the worldly, and be
asleep to things spiritual and absorbed and overcharged with
worldly aims or pleasures or business; but let us make the
spread of the truth the main business of life ,to which all
other business will be but servant and contributor. As
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an illustration of keenness i1n the spiritual work, worthy
of emulation, we note the following circumstance:—

Rev. Dr. Henson of Chicago preached recently on the
subject of Eternal Torture, and his sermon, which pictured
vividly the everlasting agonies of those who die without be-
coming saints, was published in the Chicago papers the fol-
lowing Monday; and by the following Sunday two of the
brethren there had 500 of the Old Theology Tracts, No. 1.,
and distributed them personally to that congregation at their
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church doors. Those brethren preached a sermon to that
congregation, from the Bible, such as could reach them in
no other way so thoroughly; one that Dr. Henson’s preaching
will never efface. They may not know of the results in the
present life, but doubtless in the kingdom some may come to
them and say, “Under God I owed my liberation from blind-
ness and error to that hail-storm which as messengers of
the truth you let fall upon that congregation, and that was
my start in truth-seeking and truth-getting.”

OLD GERMAN

We have thousands of old copies of the German WATCH
ToWER, very suitable for new readers, which we are anxious
to put into their hands FrREe. We ask our readers who can
do so and would enjoy the privilege of such service, to take
these and distribute them at the doors of German churches

TOWERS FREE

on Sundays. In ordering say how many you can use.

When thus distributing papers or tracts, do not stand
to do so, for this blocks the street and is contrary to law,
but keep walking up and down while handing them out, and
be as polite and agreeable as possible.

TRACT DISTRIBUTORS

TAKE NOTIOE

The Constitution of the United States guarantees every one
the right to distribute money or tracts or papers of any
sort, to any desiring to take them,—provided they contain
neither obscene nor incendiary matter. Any city or state
law, such as is mentioned in a letter from New Orleans, at-
tempting to interfere with this privilege, is unconstitutional
and cannot be sustained. The sidewalks are public property,
and one man has as much right to walk thereon as another.
No one has a right to blockade the way, or to trespass upon
enclosures, or to attempt a distribution of anything in the
yard or vestibule of a place of meeting; and no one who
has clear, true ideas of justice and the rights of others
would attempt such an intrusion, even if no human law
forbade. The royal law of Love and respect for the rights
of others, would quickly settle this point.

Let us clearly divide and distinguish, however, on this
subject, and if chief priests and elders attempt to inter-
fere with you in distributing tracts and papers on the
public highways, do not easily permit that. They have no
more right to interfere with your preaching by tracts, ete.,
quietly and unobtrusively, to those who want to read what
you have to give, than you would have to interfere with
people who desire to hear their oral preaching. Both you
and they are preachers, each according to his conviction,
though you employ different methods of reaching the peo-

ple. Neither has a right to interfere with the other’s
methods.

If some shall claim that it is unkind for you to at-
tempt to feed his sheep, just remember that they are mis-
stating the case; for the sheep are not theirs, but Christ’s.
When seeking to feed Christ’s sheep, in any manner that does
not intrude upon the private property or rights of others,
you are certainly doing the Lord’s sheep, who alone have a
relish for such food, a great kindness. If the chief priests
and elders consider our food poisonous, let them anaylze it
and show it to be so; if they cannot do this, and the
sheep who feed upon it enjoy it and grow spiritually strong-
er upon it, who has a right to feel that you did an unkind
act in offering the food.

The same sort of argument that would prove your act
of unobtrusive tract distribution wunkind, could be used to
prove that it would be unkind and unloving to interfere
with the plans of robbers. Kindness in such a case would
have to draw a line between the wishes of the robbers and
the robbed. And just so, true kindness must choose be-
tween the rights and needs of the poor starved sheep of
Christ and those who in the name of the Chief Shepherd seck
to enslave his sheep as their own, in the bondage of secta-
rianism and errors.

“THE PLAN

OF THE AGES”

MILLENNIAL DAWN, VOL. 1

This work is specially designed to make plain the divine
plan. It begins at the beginning of the subject, by estab-
lishing the faith of the reader in God and in the Bible
as his revelation, and proceeds to trace the glorious plan
therein revealed, and to show which parts of that plan are
already accomplished and which will be accomplished dur-
ing the Millennial age, the manner of its introduction, and
its objects and methods.

We know of nothing to compare with this book, as a
“Bible Key”—“A Helping Hand for Bible Students.” The
Ore Hundred and Twentieth Thousand is now on the press,
many who have read it carefully and prayerfully, declare
that if they could not ohtain another they would not part
with their copy, and the hopes it has enkindled, for mil-
lions.

It contains 352 pages. clear type, good paper, etc. Price
in cloth covers $1.00 (or together with one year’s sub-
seription to this journal, Zion’s Watch Tower, $1.25.) Price
in paper covers 25 cents, reduced from 50 cents to bring
it within reach of all. These prices include postage.

Only Watch Tower subscribers are desired to act as col-
porteurs or agents for this hook, and to thus preach with
each book sixteen sermons more effectively than in any
other way, and to classes not otherwise accessible. Some
loan these hooks in quantities, others give them to their
friends, and others sell them. The latter plan is often best,
because people will more surely read what they have paid
something for.

Some of our readers, who can afford it, pay the above
low prices by the hundred copies, and some do more and
coniribute to the TowerR Tracr FUND, enabling us to make
the following terms on the paper covered books to those
whose circumstances are such that they can greatly in-
creace their time and labor in this work by taking advan-
tage of the allowance, as all subscribers are at liberty and
welcome to do. each according to his own judgment.

The terms to Colporteurs are as follows:—To such as
desire these books for loaning or giving away, and to those
who can spend more of their time in selling them by reason
of this arrangement, the Tract Fund grants an allowance
of 10 cents per book, in lots of not less than 10 books AT
A TIME—that is $1.50 for 10 books, $3.00 for 20, etc. This
allowance is made to enable those of limited means to do
more in the work of spreading the truth than they could
otherwise de.

To such as give their entire time to this ministry of
the truth, traveling from town to town and engaging in
no other business for support, the Tract Fund grants an
allowance of 1214 cents per copy (called “Expense Money”
to pay the traveling and living expenses of colporteurs),
—in lots of not less than 20 books AT A TIME—that is
$2.50 for 20 books, $5.00 for 40, ete.

When ordering state plainly which terms you accept,
otherwise we shall reckon at 25 cents each.

A GERMAN TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE AT SAME PRICES
AND ON SAME TERMS

except that colporteurs will be permitted to order one half

the minimum quantities,—5 for 75 cents, etc., or to regu-

lar colporteurs 10 for $1.25.

OREDIT FOR THE POOR

Those unable to purchase the Dawn (and there are some
we find—even at this low price) can have a copy of either
volume on loan, upon promise to read it and to return it.

All who would engage in the work of ministering as
colporteurs, but who lack the means to purchase the quan-
tities mentioned above, can take their sample book and be-
gin by taking orders, payable on delivery. If you can write
us that you have secured orders for 5 we will let you
have 10 books on credit; if you get orders for 10 we
are willing to let you have 20; if you get 20 we will let
you have 40 books on credit.
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Write your order on a separate piece of paper from that
upon which your letter is written. Write very plainly—es-
pecially your name and address. The name of the town is
not always the same as the name of the post office: be
sure to give the name of the Post Office to which you wish

ZION’S WATCH TOWER (8

books sent. Give us plenty of time by ordering several
days before you want the books, as we are very husy.
Address orders to—
Tower PuBLisHING Co., ALLEGHENY, PA.

“THE TIME IS AT HAND”

MILLENNIAL DAWN, VOL. 11
[In English only.]

Prices and terms same as Vol. I. This volume is in-
tended only for those who have carefully and thoroughly
studied Vol. I. All such whose interest is awakened, will
surely want this volume and succeeding ones which are in
course of preparation, as well as the regular issues of the
Warca Tower.

FOREIGN TERMS

Though foreign postage is higher, we must not increase
the price; for money elsewhere is more scarce among the
poor than here, and the poor we want specially to reach,

since we know that “not many rich or great” are among
the Lord’s chosen.

Our foreign friends may, therefore, hereafter, reckon our
terms in English money, thus:—

25 cents—1 shilling. 50 cents—2 shillings.
$1.00 —4 shillings. $1.25 —>5 shillings.
1.50 —6 shillings. 2.50 —10 shillings.
3.00 —12 shillings. 5.00 —20 shillings.

Upon this arrangement the WATcH TOwER will hereafter
be 2 shillings instead of 3 shillings per year.

VorL. X

ALLEGHENY, PA., JULY, 1889

No. 9

OLD THEOLOGY POOR FUND

It is suggested that, as the OLp THEOLOGY TRACTS are evi-
dently destined to become quite a feature of the “harvest
work,” some arrangement should be made for supplying them
free to the Lord’s children who have the time and heart to
give to this sort of preaching, but who could not afford to
pay for even a fraction of what they could wisely circulate.

Nor would it bhe right to absorb the general fund, called
“Tract Fund,” in this work, for already it finds more to do
than it can do, in the other branches of the work. (The
Tract Fund will do this, however, toward putting a little
ammunition in the hands of those who would be sure to use
it and that wisely: It will pay the subscription for one
year on five tracts quarterly to any WATCH ToWER subscriber
too poor to purchase them, who will send in the request.)
Besides, some deeply interested in the OLp THEOLOGY ‘“hail”
desire such a special fund so that they may specially help
and forward that part of the work.

A start has already been made in this direction. One
sister contributes $68 for 3,000 tracts, quarterly, this year
(12,000 tracts in all), to be sent to Baptist ministers through-
out the United States. We have thought best to fill this
order by sending Tract No. 1 to all as a sample, so far as
it will go, and accordingly the 12,000 are already sent out. As
there are about 22,000 Baptist ministers, this sister’s wise
stewardship of the Lord’s funds entrusted to her care sends
some “meat in due season” to more than one half of the
Baptist preachers—some of them we trust will produce an
abundant yield.

A brother of this city, himself so situated that he cannot
engage in circulating them, as he would like to do, contributed
$110 for 20,000 tracts, of any or all the numbers of the
present year, for circulation in the cities of Pittsburgh and
Allegheny: remarking that he knew of no other way of
doing so much good with the same amount of money; that
he could think of no better topic for the general reader than
Tract No. 1, and that even if he could prepare as good, only
about one half as many, for the amount of money, could be
procured in the ordinary way from printers; adding that, if
permitted he hoped from time to time to provide for others
of our large cities, thus to aid representatively in preaching
the truth to thousands who as yet know only very im-
perfectly—

“The message of salvation
From God’s own holy Word.”

The work was taken hold of here with a will by some
who appreciate the privilege of the service (some doing more
and some less), three brethren and five sisters having already
distributed about 6,000—to church-goers, to street car pas-
sengers, ete. A plan found to be good, is to have along also
some of the Arp Tracts, which are less expensive (and sup-
plied free), to give to such as appear less likely to become
interested.

If all Tower readers, not otherwise in the service, would
take hold of this work earnestly, a million or two of these
“hail” stones would quickly be poured forth to sweep away
the refuge of lies.—Tsa. 28:17,

MISTAKEN EXPEDIENCY

Among Romanists there is a recognized principle, which
might be termed the law of expediency; which, briefly ex-
pressed, is—“The end justifies the means.” The all important
end is the glory of the Church, let the means be what they
may; and every reader of history knows how vile the means
have been. And while Protestants do not admit this principle
openly, and are scarcely aware that they admit it to any
extent, the question of expediency is often raised, and some-
times with considerable bitterness, against the truth—the old
theology of the Lord and the apostles and prophets.

Very many of God’s children who long since got their
eyes open to the fallacy of the doctrine of everlasting tor-
ment, and who realize it to be a horrible blasphemy against
God’s character, permit Satan to seal their lips, and to
destroy their influence as children of the light, by getting
them to cover their light with the bushel of expediency. He
raises before their minds dreadful pictures of what would
result if this truth, which so much relieved their minds and
refreshed their hearts, and which lifted them into a new
atmosphere of joy and peace and love, should become generally
known. He points out that they first approached the Lord
through fear and under the influence of this error—without
pointing out that they might have received the Lord much
sooner under the presentation of the truth, and under the
constraining power of love. He points out that they them-
selves had finally found peace while holding this error, but
does not mention how unsatisfactory a peace it was, which

continually had unrest for fear of a final slip into eternal
torment, either of themselves or their loved ones. Nor does
the adversary point out that the proportion in which any
obtained peace was to the degree that they forgot or dis-
believed the horrible error.

The adversary, furthermore, urges the inexpediency of
proclaiming this and other truths on still other grounds; he
reminds his victim that though neither reason nor the Bihle
endorses the doctrine, yet upon it all the creeds and sects of
Christendom are built; and that to attack that error is to
attack the entire nominal church and to gain the opposition
in every way of the most powerful human institution; and
that he has no chance for success; and that if he should
succeed in overthrowing the error, it would shake and break
sectarianism entirely, create a great commotion, and paralyze
sectarian efforts at home and in foreign lands.

He does not suggest, however, that the breaking of false
creeds, confessions, and of the sects which hold them, would
be a great blessing to all the true “wheat,” the true church,
and would result in bringing them into true unity upon the
basis of God’s Word and under the bonds of love; and that
the only evil would be to the “tare” class, who have no knowl-
edge of God’s true church whose names are written in heaven,
and who recognize only sectarian systems and memberships
whose names are written on earth; and who worship and
serve the institutions of their own organizing.

Alas! How many are bound by mistaken expediency.
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almost as firmly as they were formerly by errors, from which
these truths, which they are ashamed or afraid to acknowledge,
set them free.

To stimulate this mistaken idea of expediency, the ad-
versary emboldens some of the shallowest minds and hearts
to unreasonably cry aloud, “Awful heresy!” “Infidelity!” ete.

This he does to draw attention away from the fact that
it is the error that is “awful,” “blasphemous,” “heresy,” and
veritable infidelity to God’s Word.

This ery comes with great emphasis from those whose
earthly interests of bread and butter, and ease, and comfort,
and reputation. and honor, and pride are bound up with this
long admitted and established doctrine of fear. And every
zealous supporter of so-called Orthodoxy re-echoes the cry of
alarm: and as the message of truth, “the good tidings of great
joy to all people,” goes forth, it is everywhere confronted by
the zealous heralds of the bad tidings—of eternal misery to
all people, except a holy few who expect to become so God-
like that they will praise God the louder when they witness
the wretched despair and hopeless eternal torment of their
fellow-creatures, who were so unfortunate as never to have
received as good a chance as themselves to escape the
awful ruin.

These notes of alarm from Babylon, probably hinder many
of the Lord’s sheep from apprehending his truth. Having
trusted too implicitly to the teachings of a self-exalted clergy,

i roh o Qorintures nre dhamncoloas lilen 4ha
and failed to search the Scup‘m‘uca for crieiiseives, 1iKe uie

“noble Bereans,” that their faith might stand in the wisdom
of God and not in the wisdom which this world teacheth,
they are afraid to disregard their commands now,—afraid to
believe their own senses in the study of God’s Word.

Let us remind such of the words of the Prophet Isaiah—
“Their fear toward me is taught by the precepts of men;”
and again, of the Apostle Paul—“For God hath not given to
us the spirit of fear, but of power, and of love, and of a
sound mind.” (Isa. 29:13; 2 Tim. 1:7.) That the spirit of
love and of a sound mind is a power, “Orthodoxy” fails to
see. The scourge of torment, the mean incentive of fear, is
held to be a necessity, to restrain men from vice and to
inspire them to morality and virtue and secure their admis-
sion to heaven when they die.

Before considering the wisdom of God’s course, let us first
inquire. Has the doctrine of fear accomplished the end which
it claims to have in view? No, we answer. The results of
this error have only been bad, and that continually; and any
good which has heen accomplished is due, not to the error,
but to the all-powerful truth,—withstanding the friction of
error which everywhere opposed its progress. As the result
of this error, what do we see, after centuries of effort
ostensibly to convert the world, to turn men to God and
righteousness? We see just what we should expect to be
the miserable fruitage of such doctrine—that it has not only
failed to accomplish the world’s conversion, which Orthodoxy
claims to be its mission, but that it has accomplished the
demoralization of the church (nominal) and of all influenced
to any extent by it.

Under its influence and misrepresentation of the character
of God, every device of tyranny and persecution and torture,
in the name of God and religion, has flourished, and largely
accomplished its diabolical mission of stamping out truth
and righteousness. And as a consequence, we see today great
antichristian systems of error, built up by centuries of false
teaching and <o subtle in their influence as to deceive, if it
were possible, the very elect. Their form of godliness draws
one class which desires to live godly; but their lack of
the power of godliness, truth, soon deadens every real spiritual
aspiration. They also draw and encourage a mean hypo-
critical class of those who assume the garb of Christianity
for mercenary and bhase purposes. And amid an overwhelm-
ing host of deceived and hypocritical pretenders, those pos-
sessing the genuine article of living faith in the true Word
of God, and vital godliness, are today at an immense dis-
eount among the loudest professors of Christianity. And
thinking men of the world—and the thinkers are fast multi-
plying—are beginning to see, in the light of a better civiliza-
tion, that this monstrous blasphemy of eternal torment has
no foundation in common sense and that it can in no sense
he compatible with their natural ideas of morality and virtue
and godliness; and, say such, If the Bible teaches this doec-
trine, a< all hranches of the church claim, the Bible must be
a bad book, and the God of the Bible, if there be such a
God, is unworthy of love. or worship, or even respect. And
some to whom nature and reason whisper, There must be a
God, conclude that nature and reason are the only channels
through which he may he known or traced. And thus the
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thinking and nobler minded of the world are driven to
Infidelity and Atheism; and the ignorant and the credulous,
while they still fear that eternal torment may be a reality,
are generally willing to incur the unlikely risk of realizing
it, that they may enjoy the pleasures of sin while the oppor-
tunity lasts. And the heathen nations never have been and
never will be influenced by it.

Such, in brief, have been the results of the doctrine of
fear. It has repelled the world from God, and reduced
(nominal) Christianity to sham and hypocrisy, and stimulated
vice and immorality to the crimes of treason against God and
persecution of truth and virtue.

But let us now consider, on the other hand, what power
there is in the spirit of love and of a sound mind. A sound
mind is a reasonable mind, a mind governed, neither by fickle
impulse, nor by superstition, fear, prejudice, nor any other
than the noblest faculty which God has given it, namely
reason. And reason, if not perverted by pride, or prejudiced
by false teaching, leads directly to the fountain of truth in
God’s inspired Revelation (See, M. DawN, Vol. L., Chap. iii.) ;
and to one so led, faith in the inspired revelation of the
omnipotent God is a most reasonable thing. This reasonable
faith, rooted and grounded in the divine testimonies and
promises, calls into exercise all the noblest faculties of our
moral nature and centers the affections upon the great Author
of all truth, whom to know is to love and worship and adore.
And this faith, working by love, purifies the heart and trans-
g)rms the character into the glorious likeness of the blessed

od.

Such is the power of love and of a sound mind. It serves
God from purest filial love and gratitude, and the only fear
it knows is that filial fear of failure to fully manifest love

and thankfulness, which is the fear mentioned by the Psalmist
(111:10) as the beginning of wisdom. Perfect love casts out
all servile fear, and brings the studious and devoted servants
of God into active co-operation with all his benevolent plans
for the blessing of all his creatures. This is the kind of
service God accepts: Those who worship him accepta